
YouGov Survey Results
Sample Size: 2756 GB Adults
Fieldwork: 25th - 26th May 2011

Total Con Lab Lib 
Dem Con Lab Lib 

Dem Male Female 18-24 25-39 40-59 60+ ABC1 C2DE London Rest of 
South

Midlands 
/ Wales North Scotland

Weighted Sample 2756 845 963 173 858 733 598 1339 1417 333 703 943 777 1571 1185 353 896 590 678 240
Unweighted Sample 2756 817 892 186 834 690 627 1303 1453 213 696 1068 779 1800 956 410 898 533 625 290

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

What do you think is the ideal age for a woman to 
have children?

Under 20 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Between 20 and 24 18 17 20 16 17 18 18 19 16 14 7 18 29 14 22 14 18 19 20 14
Between 25 and 29 56 60 54 52 59 55 52 54 57 56 52 57 58 57 54 54 56 54 56 59
Between 30 and 34 17 14 17 24 16 17 20 16 18 20 30 16 6 19 14 22 16 16 16 20
Between 35 and 40 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Between 40 and 44 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Between 45 and 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Over 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Don't know 7 6 7 7 6 7 9 8 7 9 9 8 5 7 7 8 7 9 7 5
AVERAGE 27.0 26.9 26.9 27.5 27.0 27.0 27.1 26.9 27.1 27.2 28.3 26.9 25.8 27.3 26.6 27.5 26.9 26.9 26.8 27.3

And what do you think is the ideal age for a man 
to have children?

Under 20 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Between 20 and 24 7 5 8 8 5 8 7 10 5 7 3 8 10 6 9 6 7 8 9 5
Between 25 and 29 42 45 43 37 45 43 36 46 38 40 33 40 53 42 42 36 44 43 41 45
Between 30 and 34 36 37 36 42 36 36 40 30 42 38 45 36 28 38 34 39 37 33 37 37
Between 35 and 40 5 6 4 5 6 5 5 4 6 4 7 6 2 5 5 8 4 5 4 5
Between 40 and 44 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 1
Between 45 and 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Over 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Don't know 8 6 7 7 6 7 9 8 7 10 9 8 5 8 8 8 7 9 8 5
AVERAGE 29.2 29.4 28.9 29.6 29.2 29.0 29.6 28.5 29.7 29.1 30.2 29.3 28.2 29.2 29.0 29.8 29.1 28.9 28.9 29.3
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Sample Size: 2757 GB Adults
Fieldwork: 31st May - 1 June 2011

Total Con Lab Lib 
Dem Con Lab Lib 

Dem Male Female 18-24 25-39 40-59 60+ ABC1 C2DE London Rest of 
South

Midlands 
/ Wales North Scotland

Weighted Sample 2657 850 893 189 874 714 618 1291 1366 321 678 909 749 1514 1143 340 864 569 654 231
Unweighted Sample 2657 823 839 195 843 678 644 1279 1378 191 657 1028 781 1775 882 395 847 541 604 270

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %
What do you think would be the ideal age for you 
to have children? (If you already have children 
please say what age would have been ideal rather 
than the age at which you actually did have 

Under 20 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0
Between 20 and 24 14 12 14 14 13 15 12 13 14 11 7 13 22 10 18 11 13 15 16 13
Between 25 and 29 49 53 48 48 52 50 48 46 52 52 35 52 57 49 50 41 51 50 50 50
Between 30 and 34 22 22 23 23 23 23 22 24 20 23 36 20 12 26 18 26 21 22 22 22
Between 35 and 40 3 2 4 5 2 3 4 4 3 2 8 2 1 4 3 5 4 2 3 4
Between 40 and 44 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1
Between 45 and 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Over 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Not applicable - I never wanted / would want children 7 7 7 8 7 5 10 8 7 8 8 9 5 8 7 11 7 7 7 8

Don't know 3 2 2 2 2 2 1 3 2 2 4 2 2 2 4 3 3 2 3 3
AVERAGE 28.0 28.2 28.1 28.1 28.2 27.8 28.2 28.3 27.7 28.1 30.0 27.6 26.8 28.5 27.7 28.9 27.9 28.0 27.7 28.1
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