The Economist/YouGov Poll
October 2-5, 2026 - 1381 U.S. Registered Voters

Sample 1381 U.S. Registered Voters
Conducted October 2-5, 2026
Margin of Error  +3.4%

1. Would you say things in this country today are...

Generally headed in the right direction ... ... 30%
Off onthe wrong track ... ..o 64%
N Ot SUNE e e 6%

2. At various times, there have been turning points in American politics, where things could have gone in a very
different direction. At other times, things that seemed important turned out not to be significant. What does this
moment feel more like to you?

A significant turning POINt .. ... o e 73%
NOt t00 SIGNIfiCANT ... e 12%
N O SUNE .t e e e e 15%

3. What do you think is the most important problem facing the U.S. today?
Coded from open-ended responses

= o o 21%
Presidential leadership ... ... 14%
TR BCONOMY . e e 12%
Political polarization ... e 8%
FOrEigN POlICY .ot e 6%
Corruption and Waste . ..o e 7%
M grat ON . 7%
Democracy and the rule of law ... .o 7%
O] 12 0 T 3%
INEQUANIY . ee a 2%
S0CIAl VaIUES .ttt e 2%
HeallhCare ... e 2%
Taxes and government SPending .. .....coiinit i 2%
VIl FIgNES o e 2%
The ENVITONMENt o e 1%
1Y 1= - 0%
EdUCatiON ..o 0%
O BT o e 2%

4. Which bothers you more about politics today?

That government is not doing enough to solve important problems  ...................... 47%
That political conflict has spread into too many parts of everyday life .................... 44%
N Ot SUIE ottt e e e e e e e e e 8%
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5. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: "l spend more time thinking about politics than | would

like."

Total AGrEe ...
Total DisSagree ..o e
AGree SIONGIY .o
Agree SOMEWNAL ... .
Neither agree NOr diSagree ...t e e
Disagree somewhat ... e
Disagree StrONGlY ... e

6. Thinking about the posts and discussions you see on social media about politics, which comes closer to your

view?

| like seeing lots of political posts and discussions on social media. .....................
I am worn out by how many political posts and discussions | see on social media. ......
| don’t feel strongly about these posts one way or the other. ............................

7. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Donald Trump is handling his job as President?

Total AP POV . e
Total DiSapPPrOVe ... o e
SHONGlY @PPIOVE . e
SOMEWNAL APPIOVE .ottt
Somewhat diSAPPIOVE . ...ttt e
SIrONgly AiSAPPIOVE ..t
N Ot SUNE e e e

8. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Donald Trump is handling the following things?

Total Total Strongly  Somewhat Somewhat

Approve  Disapprove approve approve  disapprove
Taxes 35% 58% 18% 17% 13%
Government spending 32% 64% 13% 19% 12%
The economy 31% 65% 15% 17% 11%
Inflation 28% 69% 11% 16% 13%

9. Do you think the federal government should increase or decrease what it spends on...?

Strongly
disapprove

45%
52%
54%
56%

Increase a Increase Keep the Decrease Decrease

lot slightly same slightly a lot
National defense 17% 18% 24% 16% 16%
Veterans 41% 30% 16% 3% 3%
Education 39% 23% 19% 5% 9%
The environment 33% 22% 21% 7% 11%
Foreign aid 12% 15% 18% 20% 27%

Not sure
9%
70/0
6%
6%
10%

No
opinion
6%
5%
4%
3%
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10. Do you favor or oppose the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) spending $20 million to run ads featuring
Donald Trump?

Total Favor ... 17%
Total OPPOSE ..ot e e 72%
S ONGlY fAVOT e 7%
SOMEWhaL faVOr . e 10%
SOMEWNAL OPPOSE ..t e 13%
SHONGIY OPPOSE .t 59%
N Ot SUNE .t e 11%

11. Do you plan to register to vote before the election this November?

YOS o e 6%
N O e e 0%
Already registered . ... 94%

12. How likely are you to vote in the election in November?

Definitely Will vOte ... 75%
Probably Will VOte . ... e 11%
Maybe Will VO ... 6%
Probably will NOt VOte ... e 2%
Definitely Will NOt VOte ... 2%
DO KN OW e e aae 2%
[ have already VOted ... e 1%

13. In the 2026 congressional elections, how will you cast your vote?

Asked of likely voters
In person early, before Election Day ....... ..o 27%
Inperson on Election Day . .......ooiniri i 42%
By mail or absentee ballot, sending it back by mail or post office ..................... ... 17%
By mail or absentee ballot, returning it at a vote center, elections dropbox or other official voting
L] P 12%
N Ot SUIE o e e e e e 3%

14. Compared to voting in previous Congressional election years, are you more or less enthusiastic about voting
in this year’s election?

More enthusIastiC ..o e e 42%
Less eNthUSIASTIC ..ottt e 13%
ADOUL ThE SAME .. e 40%
N Ot SUIE ottt e e e e e e e e i 5%
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15. In the election for U.S. Senator from [state], who will you vote for?
Respondents were asked which of the candidates running in their state of residence they would vote for, then if they said they were undecided
the first time, asked who they would vote for if they had to choose

The Democratic candidate ...........oiiiiiii i e e e e 43%
The Republican candidate ... e 42%
L0 1 =T 4%
N0 =T U 7%
LWl MOt VO E o e 4%

16. In the election for U.S. Senator from [state], would you consider voting for a different candidate, or is your
mind made up?
Asked of those in states with a senate election

My MINd IS Made UP ..o et e e e 80%
Would consider voting for a different candidate ............. ... i 9%
L o =Y oo 1= 7%
N0 10 (=] 4%

17. Which party do you think will have a majority in the U.S. Senate after the elections in November?

DemoCratic Party ... 40%
Republican Party . ... 37%
N O SUNE . e e e e 23%

18. In the elections for U.S. Congress in November, who will you vote for in the district where you live?
Respondents were asked which of the candidates running in their district of residence they would vote for, then if they said they were
undecided the first time, asked who they would vote for if they had to choose

The Democratic candidate ... e 47%
The Republican candidate ... e 38%
L 1 = 2%
N0 =T U 9%
LWl MOt VOtE . e e e 4%

19. Would you consider voting for a different candidate, or is your mind made up?

My MINd IS Made UP ..ot e e e e 78%
Would consider voting for a different candidate ............. ... i 9%
L o =Y 1o 1= 9%
N0 1Y 0] (=] 4%

20. How satisfied are you with the candidates running for U.S. House of Representatives in the district where you
live?

Completely satisfied . ... e 15%
Somewhat satisfied ........ooii e 37%
Somewhat dissatisfied . ... 15%
Completely dissatisfied . ... ..o e 8%
N Ot SUIE ottt e e e e e e e 25%
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21. Which party do you think will have a majority in the U.S. House of Representatives after the elections in
November?

Democratic Party .......oo 44%
Republican Party . ... 33%
N Ot SUNE et e 23%

22. How much confidence do you have that the 2026 congressional elections will be held fairly?

A great deal ..o 19%
QUItE A DIt oo 19%
A moderate amoOUNt ... . e e 30%
Only alittle ... 17%
NONE At All .o e 8%
N0 =T 1 6%

23. Do you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of the following person?

Total Total Very Somewhat Somewhat Very No
Favorable Unfavorable favorable  favorable unfavorable unfavorable opinion
Senator 1 41% 38% 19% 22% 13% 25% 20%
Senator 2 40% 40% 17% 23% 14% 26% 20%
[Incumbent Candidate in
Respondent’s
Congressional District] 45% 31% 20% 26% 13% 18% 23%

24. Do you feel like you made the right choice in the 2024 presidential election, or do you regret your vote?
Among people who voted for president in 2024

Made the right ChoiCe .. ... . i e 89%
Regret My VOtE . e 6%
N O SUNE e e 6%

25. Are you in favor of or opposed to the death penalty for persons convicted of murder?

Favor the death penally ...... ... i e 51%
Opposed to the death penalty ....... ... e 28%
N Ot SUME . e 21%

26. Should the death penalty be used more or less often than it currently is?

MOrE O BN L 33%
ADOUL @S OftBN Lo 16%
eSS Ol BN o e 6%
= 28%
1N o) T 16%



The Economist/YouGov Poll
October 2-5, 2026 - 1381 U.S. Registered Voters

27. If the death penalty has to be imposed, which of the following methods of executing a person do you think
should be used? Select all that apply.

EleCtrOCULION .o 20%
Firing squad . ... 29%
Hanging ... 16%
Lethal INJeCtioN ... 42%
None of the @boVe . ... i 15%
Nt SUIE o e e e e e 21%

28. Do you think artificial intelligence (Al) is advancing too quickly or too slowly?

00 QUICKIY . e 71%
About the right Pace . ... 21%
00 SIOWIY e 1%
DO KO L 7%

29. Do you think government regulation of Al should be increased or decreased?

o7 =TT o P 62%
Kept the Same ... 17%
=T o] (=Y 1= =T o 8%
N Ot SUIE oottt e e e e e e e 12%

30. Which party do you trust more to handle artificial intelligence?

9= g o o] - | 41%
RepUDICANS .. 33%
Both equally .. 25%

31. Do you think it is a good or bad idea to rename "Artificial Intelligence" to "Super Intelligence"?

(€ ToToTo T == 13%
Bad 008 . o 58%
Ot SUIE it e et e e e e e e 29%

32. How would you describe the current state of the American economy?

Total Excellent/Good ....... ... i 23%
Total Fair/POOr ... . e 75%
EXCBI Nt o e 4%
1o T o 19%
= L 28%
POOr o e 47%
DON t KNOW o e e 2%
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33. Have you heard mostly positive or mostly negative news stories about the economy, or have you not heard
much news at all about the economy?

MOSHY POSITIVE ..ot e 5%
Equally positive and negative ........ ..ot e 25%
Mostly Nnegative .. ... . 61%
Not heard much news about the economy atall .......... ... ..., 9%

34. Overall, do you think the economy is getting better or getting worse?

Getting Detter ..o e 16%
ADOUL the SaME .o 20%
GetliNg WOISE o e e 60%
N Ot SUIE ottt et e e e e e e 4%

35. Which do you think is a more important problem facing the U.S. today?

UNemployment . e 4%
1=V o 48%
BOth equal ... e 44%
N O SUNE o e 5%

36. In your experience, have prices of the following goods gone up or down in the last 12 months?

Gone
Goneupa Goneupa Not down a Gone
lot little changed little down a lot Not sure
Gas 76% 16% 4% 2% 1% 1%
Cars 47% 24% 9% 2% 0% 17%
Food 64% 26% 5% 3% 1% 1%
Housing 57% 23% 7% 4% 0% 9%

37. Thinking ahead to 12 months from now, will prices be higher or lower than they are today?

HIgNer e 52%
ADOUL ThE SAME ..o e 19%
0 1 13%
N Ot SUIE ottt e e e e e e e e e 16%

38. Do you believe the United States is currently in an economic recession?

(= 40%
N O e e e 35%
N Ot SUIE ottt e e e e e e 24%
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39. How likely do you think it is that there will be an economic recession during the next 12 months?

Very ey 5%
Somewhat Kely ... e 17%
Nt Very eIy o e 14%
Not at all Kely ..o 6%
N Ot SUIE et e e e e 18%
Not asked - Already in @ rECESSION ...ttt 40%

40. Is now a good or a bad time to invest in the stock market?

(€ ToTo o 1112 =" 26%
Bad time oo 27%
Ot UM .ttt e e e e e e e e e 47%

41. Do you personally (or jointly with a spouse), have any money invested in the stock market right now, either in
an individual stock or in a mutual fund?
YOS o 44%

42. About how much in total do you have invested in stocks and mutual funds?

NO MONEY INVESTEA ... e 56%
UNder $50,000 . ...t e 15%
850,000 - $100,000 ..o tnitt it e 5%
$100,000 - $250,000 ...ttt e 5%
$250,000 - $500,000 ...ttt e e 5%
OVEr $500,000 ..ttt ittt e e e 7%
N O SUNE ot 7%

43. How easy would it be for you to pay an unexpected $1,000 expense?

VBrY Ay ottt ittt e e 20%
SOMEWNAL BASY ..ottt e 23%
Somewhat difficult . ... 23%
Very diffiCUlt . 18%
IMPOSSIDIE .. 16%

44. Would you say that you and your family are...

Better off financially than you were ayearago ...........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, 13%
About the same financially as you were ayearago .............oeuiiiiiiiininnenenannen. 42%
Worse off financially than you were ayear ago ..........c.iuiiiiiiiiii i 40%
Ot SUNE e e 4%
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45. Looking ahead, do you think that A YEAR FROM NOW you and your household will be...

Better off financially .......... o 25%
Just about the same as NOW ... . i e 37%
Worse off financially ....... ..o 23%
N Ot SUME .t e e 15%

46. Which of the following best describes your current employment status?

FUIIMeE 35%
Part-time s 11%
Temporarily 1aid Off .. ... 0%
UNemPIOyed .. e 9%
Retired .o e 26%
Permanently disabled . ......... .o 7%
HOMEmMaKEr e 5%
SNt L 4%
O T 2%

47. How happy are you with your current job?
Asked of those currently employed

R L= 78 1= ] o 23%
=T 0] ) 41%
Neither happy NOr UNhappy .. ..o e 25%
L] =T o] Y 8%
RV =TV ] =T o] o 3%

48. Thinking back over the last year, what was your family’s annual income?

Less than 10,000 ...ttt e e e e e e e e e 5%
$10,000 - $19,990 ottt 6%
$20,000 - $29,990 ... 11%
$30,000 - $39,999 ...t 8%
40,000 - $49,999 .. e 6%
$50,000 - $59,999 .. 6%
$60,000 - $69,999 ...t 6%
B70,000 - $79,999 . 8%
$80,000 - $99,999 ... 9%
$100,000 - $119,999 ..ot 8%
$120,000 - $149,900 ..ot 8%
$150,000 - $199,000 ..ottt 5%
$200,000 - 249,000 ...t 4%
$250,000 - $349,990 ... 1%
$350,000 - $499,990 .. e 1%
PB500,000 OF MOTE vttt ettt et e ettt et e e e e e e e e e 0%

Prefer Not 10 Say ..o 9%
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49. Thinking back over the last year, what was your family’s annual income?

UNder 50K .o 36%
B50-100K s 29%
o 0] 3o T 1T = 26%
Prefer NOL 10 SAY .. .o 9%

50. Thinking about the total amount you earn from your job, including bonuses, commissions, and tips, do you
expect to earn more or less in the next 12 months than you did in the previous 12 months?
Asked of those currently employed

1Y/ T8 o T 0 o = 7%
SNty MoK 35%
ADOUL ThE SAME .. e 41%
Slightly 888 . 7%
MUCK 888 o e e e e e 2%
N0 =T U 7%

51. How worried are you about losing your job?
Asked of those currently employed

VY WOITIEA ettt e e 8%
SOMEWhat WOTTIEA ... e e 30%
NOL VEIY WOITIEA ...ttt et et et 62%

52. If you lost your job, how hard would it be for you to find a new job that paid as much as you are making now?
Asked of those currently employed

Very hard — | would probably have to take apay cut. ....... ... 25%
Somewhat hard — It might take a while before | found a job that paid as much. ........... 39%
NOt VY Nard .o e 24%
N Ot SUME .t e 12%

53. Do you think the federal government should or should not pursue policies that try to reduce the gap in wealth
between the richest and poorest Americans?

SNOUIT e 58%
SNOUId MOt e 23%
N Ot SUIE ottt e e e e e e 19%

54. How would you describe your social class?

WOrKING Class ..o 43%
MIddIE Class ... 44%
Upper middle Class . .....o.ii i e e 12%
VAl Y o 1%

10
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55. When children today in the U.S. grow up, do you think they will be better off or worse off financially than their
parents?

Better Off L 14%
ADOUL ThE SAME .. e 21%
VOrSE Off o e e 45%
N Ot SUIE ottt et e e e e e e e e 21%

56. What do you think is the more important factor in determining why some people are richer than others?

How hard they WorK ... e e e 22%
Whether they come from a privileged background .......... . ... i 38%
Equally important . ... 32%
N o) =11 8%

57. Which of these is the most important issue for you?

INflatiON/PriCES . e 36%
Jobs and the economy ... . 11%
Health Care ..o e 8%
Taxes and government SPending . ......ceeirin i 7%
0T 1o = 1 1o o 8%
Climate change and the environment ... ... . i e 6%
VIl FIGNES o 4%
(O 1 I 1 o= = 4%
National SECUItY ... e e e e 4%
2 o T 1o o 3%
O] 12 T 2%
EdUCAION . e 2%
GUNIS ittt e e e e e e e 1%
FOrBIgN POl CY .ttt e 1%
Criminal JUSHiCe refOrmM . e 1%

58. In general, how would you describe your own political viewpoint?

Total Liberal ... e 31%
Total Conservative ............... i 38%
Very Deral .. e 13%
LD al .o e 18%
1Y/ To o =T = (= 25%
CONSEIVALIVE ..ttt ittt e e e e 26%
VEry CONSEIVALIVE ... e 13%
N o) =11 6%

59. Are you registered to vote?

Registered ..o e 94%
NOt regiStered ... 6%

11
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60. 2024 Presidential Vote

Kamala Harris ... 39%
DoNald TrUMID . 41%
L0013 T 2%
Did not vote for President ... i e 18%

61. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a ...?

DEMOC Al .ttt e 34%
RepUDICaN .. e 37%
10 =T o 7T oo 1= o | 23%
L0 {3 T 3%
N O SUNE o e 2%

62. Political Party Identification
Calculated based on a series of questions about party identification

SIrONG DEMOCIAt ... 24%
Not very strong DemocCrat . ... e 10%
Lean DemocCral . ......c.iuii i e 10%
INdEpPeNdent ... 12%
Lean Republican . ... i e 6%
Not very strong Republican ... ... 11%
Strong Republican . ... o 26%
Ot SUIE ottt e e e 2%

63. Are you a MAGA supporter?

(== 27%
N O ettt e 67%
N Ot SUIE .ottt e e e 7%

64. Are you...?
Al e 48%

65. Respondent age by category

L o o T 18%
B0-44 e e e 22%
A5-Bd e e aa 33%
L 26%
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66. What racial or ethnic group best describes you?

NIt 71%
BlaCK . 13%
1T o = U o 11%
O BT o 5%

67. What is the highest level of education you have completed?

HS Or I8 ittt e 32%
SOME COllBGE .o e 30%
College grad ... 25%
POStgrad .. e 14%

68. What is your marital status?

/= 1 =T o 41%
1T o= - 1 (=T [ 1%
DIVOICEa . e 13%
LT [0 =T o 6%
NEVEI MarTIEA ..ot e e e e e 33%
Domestic / Civil partnership . ... 5%

69. Are you the parent or guardian of any children under the age of 18?
YOS o 23%

70. Aside from weddings and funerals, how often do you attend religious services?

More than ONCE @ WEEK . ... .ot e e e e 9%
ONCE @ WEEK ottt e e 19%
Once ortwice amoNnth ... . 7%
AfeW liMES @ YEar ..ot 12%
SO L e e e 20%
= 32%
DO T KNOW .o e 1%

71. Would you describe yourself as a "born-again" or evangelical Christian, or not?
YOS o e 30%
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72. People practice their religion in different ways. Outside of attending religious services, how often do you
pray?

Several times @ day  ....o.ouii e 29%
L0 3Tt e - 13%
AfeW lIMeES @ WEEK .. i e 10%
ONCE A WEEK ottt e e 3%
Afew times a MONth ... . 7%
SO L 14%
= 21%
DO KN OW e e 3%

73. What is your present religion, if any?

PrOte S ANt ... e e 28%
Roman CatholiC .......o.ii i e e 22%
17710 T 62 T o 1%
Eastern or Greek OrthodoX ...t e e 0%
JBWIS N L e 2%
MUS M L e 1%
BUdANIST o 1%
HiNAU o e e 0%
1 =T ] 6%
AGNOSHC e e 8%
Nothing in particular . ........ oo e e 19%
SOMEthING BlSE ... 12%

14
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Sponsorship
Fieldwork
Interviewing Dates
Target population

Sampling method

Sample composition

Weighting

Number of respondents

Margin of error

Likely Voter Screen

Survey mode

Questions not reported

The Economist

YouGov

October 2-5, 2026

Registered voters for November 3, 2026, U.S. election

Respondents were selected from YouGov’s opt-in panel to be representative of adult
U.S. citizens, and screened for voter registration.

2,057 started the survey after screenouts. 223 were deleted due to breakoffs, 38 were
removed for interview completion time under 5 minutes, 16 were removed for attention
check failures, and 267 were removed for data quality control. 1,381 of the 1,513
respondents in the cleaned sample reported that they were currently registered to vote
or planned to register before the election in November.

The sample was weighted according to gender, age, race, education, U.S. region
of residence, 2024 election turnout and presidential vote, 2020 election turnout and
presidential vote, baseline party identification, and current voter registration status.
2024 presidential vote, at time of weighting was estimated to be 48% Harris and 50%
Trump. Demographic weighting targets come from the 2019 American Community
Survey. Baseline party identification is the respondent’s most recent answer given
around November 8, 2024, and is weighted to the estimated distribution at that time
(31% Democratic, 33% Republican). The weights range from 0.052 to 6.599, with a
mean of one and a standard deviation of 0.71.

1381

+ 3.4% (adjusted for weighting)

"Strict" indicates a respondent who is currently registered to vote and indicated that they
"Definitely will vote" or "Already voted". "Loose" indicates a respondent who is either
currently registered to vote or indicated that they plan to register before the election,
and also indicates that they either "Definitely will vote", "Probably will vote", or "Already
voted".

Web-based interviews

4 questions not reported.
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