The Economist/YouGov Poll
May 9 - 11, 2026 - 1549 U.S. Adult citizens

Sample 1549 U.S. Adult citizens
Conducted May 9 - 11, 2026
Margin of Error  +3.5%

1. Would you say things in this country today are...

Generally headed in the right direction ... 28%
Off onthe wrong track ... ..o 62%
Ot SUIE e e 10%

2. Do you feel that things in this country these days are:

UNAer CONIOl oo e e 18%
OUL Of CONIOl e e e e e e e 67%
N Ot SUIE ottt e e e e e e 15%

3. Would you ever vote for a candidate for president who was not a Democrat or Republican?

(= 39%
N O e e 24%
Ot UM ittt e e e e 37%

4. Do you have a favorable or an unfavorable opinion of the political parties?

Very Somewhat Somewhat Very

Favorable Unfavorable favorable  favorable unfavorable unfavorable
The Democratic Party 36% 56% 14% 22% 15% 40%
The Republican Party 35% 58% 17% 18% 13% 45%

5. Do you have a favorable or an unfavorable opinion of the following people?

Very Somewhat Somewhat Very

Favorable Unfavorable favorable favorable  unfavorable unfavorable
Donald Trump 38% 57% 22% 16% 7% 50%
JD Vance 38% 52% 22% 16% 7% 45%

6. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Donald Trump is handling his job as President?

AP P OV 36%
DS AP PIOVE ... . e 58%
RS (0] aTe 1A= o] o 01/ 20%
SOMEWNAL APPIOVE ..ttt et e e 17%
Somewhat diSAPPIOVE ... ..ttt e 9%
SHONGlY AiSAPPIOVE ..t 49%

N Ot SUIE .ot e 5%

Don'’t
know
8%
7%

Don'’t
know
4%
10%
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7. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Donald Trump is handling these specific issues?

Strongly = Somewhat Somewhat  Strongly No
Approve  Disapprove approve approve  disapprove disapprove  opinion

Crime 43% 48% 26% 17% 9% 39% 9%

Immigration 41% 54% 30% 11% 9% 46% 4%

Race relations 32% 54% 20% 12% 7% 48% 13%

8. Would you say Donald Trump is...

Total Liberal ... e 5%
Total Conservative ...t 63%
Ny DAl o 2%
Liberal . 3%
/0T [T = = 10%
CONSEIVAtIVE ... it 27%
NIy CONSEIVALIVE ..ottt e et e e e 36%
1N o) 8T 23%

9. Do you think Donald Trump is honest and trustworthy, or not?

Honest and trustworthy ... e 29%
Not honest and trustworthy ... o e 57%
N Ot SUNE . e 14%

A Ot e 20%
SOOI i 15%
NOt MUCK L e e e 11%
Doesn'tcare at all ... e 50%
N o) T ] 4%

11. Is Trump too old to be President?

B (= 51%
N O e e 38%
Ot SUIE ettt e e e e e e e e e 11%

12. Do you think Donald Trump has the temperament to be the President?

(== 33%
N O et e 56%
N Ot SUIE ottt e e e e 12%
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13. Regardless of whether you agree with him, do you like or dislike Donald Trump as a person?

LiKE @ 1Ot oo 17%
Like somewhat . ... e 13%
Neither like Nor disliKe ... ..o e e 14%
Dislike SOmMeWhat ... e 8%
DisliKe @ 10t .o e 46%
N Ot SUIE ottt e e e e e 3%

14. Do you think Donald Trump...

Says what he believes ... .. 50%
Says what he thinks people wantto hear ........ ... i 36%
N O SUNE .o e e 14%

15. Which of these words would you use to describe Donald Trump? Which of these words would you NOT use
to describe Donald Trump? Please check all that apply

Does NOT
Describes describe
Donald Donald
Trump Trump No Opinion
Honest 22% 47% 31%
Intelligent 32% 38% 30%
Inspiring 16% 42% 42%
Bold 44% 16% 40%
Effective 33% 32% 35%
Steady 18% 35% 47%
Racist 45% 26% 29%
Dangerous 54% 22% 25%
Corrupt 51% 22% 27%
Divisive 41% 15% 44%
Cruel 46% 23% 31%
Strong 37% 32% 31%
Out-of-touch 47% 20% 32%
16. Do you think Donald Trump is a threat to democracy?

YOS ot e e e e 52%

N O e e e 38%

Nt SUIE o e e e 10%
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17. Do you support or oppose the war with Iran?
SUP PO .
10 o T X -
S ONGIlY SUPP O e e
SOMEWhaAL SUPPOI . e
SOMEWNAL OPPOSE .ttt
S ONG Y OPPOSE .ttt et
N Ot SUIE e e e e e

18. How effective has Donald Trump been in negotiating with Iran?
Very effeCtiVe ...
Somewhat effeCtive ... i e
Somewhat ineffective ... ... e
Very ineffective ...

19. How much more time do you think the war in Iran will last?
A WEEK OF 888 .ot e e
More than a week but lessthanamonth ... ..
More than a month butlessthanayear ........... i
LN V== Lo g 1o =

20. Who do you trust more to handle the war in Iran?
The Democratic Party ...
The Republican Party ... e
Both about the same ... ..
N Ot SUNE .t e

21. Are you in favor of or opposed to the death penalty for persons convicted of murder?
Favor the death penalty ... ... o e
Opposed to the death penalty ... e
N O SUNE .t e e e

22. Do you think the use of marijuana should be legal in the U.S.?
D (=
NO o
NOt SUIE .o

23. Do you think gun control laws should be made more or less strict than they are now?
10T == [T
NO ChaNgE o
LSS St ottt e
N o) =T
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24. Do you think the number of LEGAL immigrants allowed into the U.S. each year should be increased or
decreased?

o] =T 1= =Y 22%
Keptthe Same ..o e 35%
DECIEaASEA ..ot e 21%
RedUCEA 10 ZEI0 ...t e e 10%
Nt SUIE ot e e e s 13%

25. Which comes closest to your view about illegal immigrants who are living in the U.S.?

They should be allowed to stay in the U.S. and eventually apply for citizenship ........... 42%
Allowed to stay in the U.S., but not become citizens ......... ... .. L. 7%
Be deported from the U.S. ... . 38%
N Ot SUIE ottt e e e e e e e e 12%

26. Which types of illegal immigrants should be deported? Select all that apply.

All illegal immigrants should be deported ... 30%
People convicted of SErioUS Crimes ... ... 62%
People convicted of MiNOr CHMes ... . 19%
People who have lived in the U.S. for many years without committing any crime ........... 4%
People who came to the U.S. as children ....... ... 2%
People who are marriedto a U.S. citizen ... ... oo 2%
YoUNG Children . 1%
NONe Of the @DOVE ... 6%

27. Do you generally favor or oppose affirmative-action programs for racial minorities?

FaVOr oo e 36%
L o] 001> 30%
Ot SUNE et e e e e e e e 34%

28. How do you feel about the pace at which Al is advancing?

IS MOVING 100 fast ... o e 71%
I's moving at the right pace ... ..o e 27%
'S MOVING 100 SIOWIY .o e 2%

29. How likely do you think it is that Al will create economic gains that benefit everyone?

VY Kl o e 8%
Somewhat Kely ... e 28%
Slightly UnliKely ..o 24%
VEry UNBKElY . e 39%
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30. How worried are you about Al replacing jobs that you and your family depend upon?

VBrY WOITIBA .. e 25%
Somewhat Worried .. ... e 26%
Slightly Worried .. ... 25%
Not worried at all ... e 24%

31. Overall, are you optimistic or pessimistic about the long-term impact of Al on society?

L o] 1114 1] o J P 25%
PESSIMIS IC ..ottt e 51%
Ot SUNE ottt e e e e e 24%

32. Do you think voting is an effective way for you to have a voice in government?

(== 67%
N O ettt e 18%
N Ot SUIE ottt e e e e e 16%

33. How big of a problem do you think it is when states draw legislative districts that intentionally favor one political
party?

Mg Or PrOblemM e 73%
MINOr PrODlEM e 19%
NOt @ Problem o 8%

34. Do you think the congressional districts in your state have been drawn to...?

Give an advantage to DemMOCIalS . .....ouiuiiit i 21%
Give an advantage to Republicans ...........ooiiuiiiiii i 24%
Not give an advantage to either party ... ... 22%
N O SUNE . e e 33%

35. If one state redraws its congressional districts to advantage a political party, are other states justified in
retaliating and redrawing their districts to benefit the other party?

Yes, retaliation is justified ... e 37%
No, retaliation is not justified ... ... e 27%
N O SUNE . e e e 36%

36. How would you describe the current state of the American economy?

Total Excellent/Good ....... ... i e e 23%
Total Fair/ PoOr ... .o e 74%
EXCEI BNt o e e 4%
G000 o 19%
Bl o e 30%
POOr o e 44%
DO KN OW ot e e e 3%
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37. Overall, do you think the economy is getting better or getting worse?

Getting better ... e 15%
ADOUL the SaME ... s 20%
GEtliNg WOISE e e 59%
N Ot SUME et e e 6%

38. Would you say that you and your family are...

Better off financially than you were ayearago ...........c.ooiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, 14%
About the same financially as you were ayear ago ..........oeviiiiiiiineiiennaneanennnn 45%
Worse off financially than you were ayearago ..........c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiaannn. 36%
N O SUNE o e 5%

39. Looking ahead, do you think that A YEAR FROM NOW you and your household will be...

Better off financially .......... 24%
Just about the same as NOW ... o i e 34%
Worse off financially . .......ooii 26%
N Ot SUNE L e 15%

40. Which of these is the most important issue for you?

Jobs and the eCoN0OMY ... ... 15%
IMIgrat ON . e 8%
Climate change and the environment ... ... .. i 4%
FOreigN POLICY .ttt e 1%
National SECUItY ...t e e 5%
EAUCAtiON o e 3%
Health Care ..o e 8%
Taxes and government Spending . .......iu it e 8%
2 oo T T o 2%
VIl FGNES o e 5%
(O 18 1 o= = 4%
GUNIS e e e 1%
O] 12 0 T 4%
Criminal Justice reform ... 1%
NIt ON/PrICES e e 31%

41. If the elections for U.S. Congress were being held today, who would you vote for in the district where you live?

The Democratic Party candidate ... e e 37%
The Republican Party candidate .......... .. i 34%
L 1 = 3%
N Ot SUIE ettt et e e e e e e e 12%
FWOUID NOt VOtE . e e e e e e e e 14%
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42. Is your mind made up about how you will vote for Congress?

[ will definitely $geV_text .. oo 87%
There is a chance | will change my mind between now and the election ................. 13%

43. In the district where you live, which candidate do you think is most likely to win the Congressional election in
November?

The Democratic Party candidate ......... ... e e 37%
The Republican Party candidate ............ oo 36%
Other 1%
N Ot SUIE ottt e e e e e 26%

44. How motivated are you to vote in the election this November?

Very motivated ... 52%
Somewhat motivated ... 17%
Not very motivated . ... e 14%
Not motivated at all ... ... e 18%

45. Compared to past elections, are you more or less motivated to vote in 2026 than usual?

MOre MOtIVATEA ...t et e e 32%
ADOUL the SaAME .o e 51%
eSS MOtIVAIE ...t e 16%

46. In general, how would you describe your own political viewpoint?

Total Liberal .......... e 29%
Total Conservative ............... o i 32%
Very [Deral . 13%
LiDEral .o e 16%
1Y/ To o =T = | (= 31%
CONSEIVAtIVE ...ttt ittt e e s 20%
VEry CONSEIVALIVE ... 12%
N o) =11 8%

47. Are you registered to vote?
Registered .. e 74%
NOt regIStErEd . 26%

48. 2024 Presidential Vote

Kamala Harris ... 31%
DONald TrUMID oot e e 32%
L0 13T 1%
Did not vote for President ... ..o i e 35%
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49. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a ...?

3= g o o7 - | 29%
RepUDIICAN . 31%
INdEPENAENt .o 28%
O BT o 6%
N Ot SUIE o e e e e 6%

50. Political Party Identification
Calculated based on a series of questions about party identification

SIroNg DemMOCIat ... o 21%
Not very strong DemocCrat . ......ooin i e 7%
Lean DemOCIat ...ttt e 10%
INdEPENeNnt ... 21%
Lean RepubliCan ... 7%
Not very strong Republican ... ... 9%
Strong RepubliCan ... ... . e 22%
N O SUNE e e 2%

51. Are you a MAGA supporter?

D (== 21%
N O e 67%
Ot SUNE ettt e e e e e e e e e 11%

52. Are you...?
MalE .o e e 48%

53. Respondent age by category

UNEr B0 ..o e 20%
B0-44 e e 24%
AD-B4 e e 33%
Bt o 23%

54. What racial or ethnic group best describes you?

VNI o 67%
BlaCK o 12%
HiSDaNIC .ot e 13%

(6 {57 S 7%
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55. What is the highest level of education you have completed?

HS OF 188 o 36%
SOME COllBGE . 29%
College grad . ... 23%
POS grad . 13%

56. What is your marital status?

/= T =T 37%
RS T=T 0= T =1 (=Y [ 2%
DYoo =T 12%
OW A e 6%
N ==Y g0 = T =T 40%
Domestic / civil partnership ... 4%

57. Are you the parent or guardian of any children under the age of 18?
YOS o e 19%

58. In what region of the country do you reside?
Calculated from respondent’s state of residence

NOMNEASE .o e 16%
MW St .o e e 21%
SOUIN o 39%
L2 24%

59. Thinking back over the last year, what was your family’s annual income?

UNder 50K .o 39%
B50-100K o s 30%
o 0] 3o T 1T = 21%
Prefer NOL 10 SAY . .o.oe i 9%

60. Aside from weddings and funerals, how often do you attend religious services?

More than ONCE @ WEEK . ... .o e e e e e 7%
ONCE @ WEEK ottt e 18%
Once ortwice amoNth ... 7%
AfeW liMES @ YEar ..ot 11%
SO L e e 20%
= 36%
DO T KNOW o 3%

61. Would you describe yourself as a "born-again" or evangelical Christian, or not?
YOS o e 28%
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62. People practice their religion in different ways. Outside of attending religious services, how often do you
pray?

Several times @ day  ....o.ouii e 25%
L0 3Tt e - 13%
AfeW lIMeES @ WEEK .. i e 11%
ONCE A WEEK ottt e e 2%
Afew times a MONth ... . 6%
SO L 16%
= 24%
DO KN OW e e 4%

63. What is your present religion, if any?

PrOte S ANt ... e e 26%
Roman CatholiC .......o.ii i e e 20%
17710 T 62 T o 1%
Eastern or Greek OrthodoX ...t e e 1%
JBWIS N L e 3%
MUS M L e 1%
BUdANIST o 1%
HiNAU o e e 1%
1 =T ] 6%
AGNOSHC e e 6%
Nothing in particular . ........ oo e e 24%
SOMEthING BlSE ... 11%

11
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Sponsorship
Fieldwork
Interviewing Dates
Target population

Sampling method

Sample composition

Weighting

Number of respondents

Margin of error

Survey mode

Questions not reported

The Economist

YouGov

May 9 - 11, 2026

U.S. Citizens, age 18 and over

Respondents were selected from YouGov’s opt-in panel to be
representative of adult U.S. citizens.

1,953 started the survey after screenouts. 181 were deleted due to
breakoffs, 22 were removed for interview completion time under 5
minutes, 5 were removed for attention check failures, and 135 were
removed for data quality control. The reporting is based on the
remaining 1,610 respondents.

The sample was weighted according to gender, age, race, education,
U.S. region of residence, 2024 election turnout and presidential
vote, 2020 election turnout and presidential vote, baseline party
identification, and current voter registration status. 2024 presidential
vote, at time of weighting was estimated to be 48% Harris and 50%
Trump. Demographic weighting targets come from the 2019 American
Community Survey. Baseline party identification is the respondent’s
most recent answer given around November 8, 2024, and is weighted
to the estimated distribution at that time (31% Democratic, 33%
Republican). The weights range from 0.052 to 6.612, with a mean
of one and a standard deviation of 0.989.

1549
1410 (Registered voters)

=+ 3.5% (adjusted for weighting)
+ 3.2% (Registered voters)

Web-based interviews

2 questions not reported.
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