The Economist/YouGov Poll
September 25-28, 2026 - 1429 U.S. Registered Voters

Sample 1429 U.S. Registered Voters
Conducted September 25-28, 2026
Margin of Error  +3.4%

1. Would you say things in this country today are...

Generally headed in the right direction ... 27%
Off onthe wrong track ... ..o 66%
Ot SUNE et e e e 7%

2. What do you think is the most important problem facing the U.S. today?
Coded from open-ended responses

= o o 29%
THE BCONOMY . e e 14%
Presidential leadership ... e 10%
Corruption @nd Waste .. ...ttt e 6%
Political polarization . ............oeiiiii e 6%
FOreign POlICY ..ot e 6%
M gr At ON L s 6%
Democracy and the rule of law ... . 6%
SOCIAl VAIUBS . .ot e 2%
INeqUANY .. 2%
HealthCare .. ... 2%
VI FIGNES o 2%
O] 12 T 2%
The ENVITONMENt . e 2%
Taxes and government SPending . ......ceeirin it 1%
BdUCALION ... 1%
V=T = 1%
L1 2%

3. How much confidence do you have in each of the following institutions?

A great
deal Quite a lot Some Very little
Small business 14% 42% 37% 6%
Churches and organized religion 14% 23% 35% 28%
The medical system 11% 27% 42% 20%
Labor unions 9% 22% 45% 23%
Banks 8% 26% 47% 19%
Newspapers 6% 17% 43% 34%
Big business 5% 13% 37% 45%
Television news 5% 16% 39% 39%
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4. How many of the people running the government are corrupt?

/10 T 27%
ANy 57%
ONly @ MW . 14%
AlMOSt NOME oot e e e e 1%

5. How many elected officials, like U.S. senators and representatives, do you think are corrupt?

MOt o e e 18%
ANy e e e 59%
ONlY @ fBW e 21%
AlMOSE NOME o 2%

6. How many judges do you think are corrupt?

/10 = 8%
ANy e 42%
ONlY @ B e 45%
AlMOSE N0 o 5%

7. How many top officials, like cabinet officers or department heads, do you think are corrupt?

1Yo T 22%
AN e 45%
ONlY @ W 27%
AlMOSE MO oot e e 6%

8. And how about the mid- and low-level employees who work in government agencies? How many of these
government employees do you think are corrupt?

MOSt o e 5%
Y 30%
ONlY @ W e 55%
AlMOSE NOME .t e 10%

9. Is there more or less corruption in the state government in [state] than in the federal government in Washington,
D.C.?

Much more in [State] . ... e 6%
Somewhat more in [state] ....... ..o 7%
About the same in [state] and the federal government ........... ... ... it 36%
Somewhat less in [State] . .......ooiii i 26%
MucCh eSS in [STate] ... oei e e 14%
N Ot SUNE L e 12%
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10. Do you think there is more corruption among Democrats or Republicans?

More among Democrats than Republicans ........... ... 24%
More among Republicans than Democrats .......... ... 34%
About the same ineach party .........ooiiiiii i e 34%
Ot SUNE ettt e e e e 7%

11. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way democracy is working in the United States today?

Total Satisfied ........ ... 29%
Total Dissatisfied ..............o e 65%
Completely satisfied ... 5%
Somewhat satisfied ... e 23%
Somewhat dissatisfied ........ ... e 34%
Completely dissatisfied ....... ... 30%
Nt SUIE oo e e e e 7%

12. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Donald Trump is handling his job as President?

Total AP POV .. 36%
Total DiSapPPrOVe ... 62%
S ONGlY @PPIOVE ..t e 18%
SOMEWNAL APPIOVE ..ottt e e 18%
Somewhat diSAPPIOVE . ...ttt e e 11%
SHrONGlY AiSAPPIOVE .. e 51%
N O SUNE ot e 2%

13. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Donald Trump is handling this issue?

Total Total Strongly  Somewhat Somewhat  Strongly No
Approve  Disapprove approve approve  disapprove disapprove  opinion
Education 38% 54% 19% 19% 11% 43% 8%
Health care 35% 60% 15% 20% 11% 49% 5%
Abortion 36% 51% 22% 14% 9% 43% 12%
The environment 35% 57% 18% 18% 11% 46% 7%
Cuba 31% 50% 16% 15% 9% 42% 18%
Iran 31% 63% 17% 14% 12% 51% 6%
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14. Which of the following things has Donald Trump done during his second term as President? Check all that
apply.

Run an open and transparent administration ........... . 20%
Improved the way government Works ... 22%
Set a high moral standard ... ... e 13%
Used the office to enrich family and friends ... ..o 48%
Improved America’s standing abroad ............. 22%
O] 8 = V= 26%
Raised tariffs on imported goods . ..o e 81%
Deported millions of illegal immigrants ......... ..o e 63%
Kept the U.S. out of UNNECESSary Wars ...........ooiiuiiiiiiii i, 12%
None of the @boVe ... 6%

15. Do you think Donald Trump is doing a better or worse job in his second administration than in his first?

Better in his second administration than his first ............ ... .. ... .l 22%
Worse in his second administration than his first ........... ... ... ... . il 56%
ADOUL e SAME . e 18%
N o) T3 4%

16. How fairly do you think the national press has treated Donald Trump in general?

Y= 77 - U 20%
More fair than unfair ... . 18%
ADOUL EQUAL ..o 25%
More unfair than fair ... 14%
NIy UN il 23%

17. In general, do you think the way Donald Trump treats journalists is acceptable or unacceptable?

ACCEPtADIE .. 29%
Unacceptable ... i e 57%
N Ot SUNE ettt e e 14%

18. Should Donald Trump be allowed to bar news organizations whose coverage he dislikes from the White
House?

D (= 21%
N O et e e 66%
N Ot SUIE ottt e e e 12%
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19. Would you support or oppose the U.S. using military force to overthrow the government of Cuba?

SUP PO e e 20%
(070 0T T 60%
SHONGlY SUPPOI e 8%
SOMEWhAL SUPPOIT . e 12%
SOMEWNAL OPPOSE . ittt et 15%
S ONG Y OPPOSE ittt ittt e e 45%
N Ot SUNE e e e 20%

D (== 38%
N O e 33%
Ot UM ettt e e e e e e e e 30%

21. If Iran is unwilling to make a deal, should the U.S. launch a much larger military campaign to force it to
submit?

D (= 26%
N O e 48%
N Ot SUIE ottt et e e e e e 25%

22. Which do you think President Trump is more likely to try to do with Iran?

Make a deal With [ran ... ..o e 41%
ANNINIIAtE IraN o 27%
Ot SUIE ettt e e e e e e 33%

23. If President Trump tries to make a deal with Iran, what do you think are his chances of succeeding?

Definitely Will SUCCEEA .. ... 5%
Probably will succeed ....... ... i 15%
EqUal ChanCe ... o 34%
Probably will fail .. ... e 32%
Definitely Will fail .. ... 14%

24. If President Trump tries to annihilate Iran, what do you think are his chances of succeeding?

Definitely will sSuCCEEA . ... . 15%
Probably will sucCeed ... ... i e 17%
EqQUal ChanCe .. ... e 22%
Probably will fail .. ... 23%
Definitely Will fail .. ... e 23%
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25. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that the United States Congress is handling its job?

TOtal AP PIOVE o e 14%
Total DiSaPPIOVE ... 64%
S ONGlY AP0V et e 4%
SOMEWNAL APPIOVE ..t e 10%
Neither approve Nor diSAPPIOVE .. ... i ittt 17%
SomeWhat diSaPPIOVE ...ttt e 23%
SIrONGlY AiSaPPIOVE .. e 41%
Ot SUNE e e e e 6%

26. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Mike Johnson is handling his job as the Speaker of the U.S. House
of Representatives?

TOtal AP P OVE o e 30%
Total DiSaPPIOVE ... 48%
ST ONGlY AP POV .ttt 11%
SOMEWNAL APPIOVE ..ottt e 19%
Somewhat diSaPPIOVE ...ttt e 11%
SIrONgly AiSaPPIOVE ..t e 37%
Ot SUNE e e 22%

27. Do you approve or disapprove of the way John Thune is handling his job as Majority Leader of the U.S.
Senate?

TOtal AP POV ..o e 19%
Total DiSaPPIOVE ... 51%
SHONGlY APPIOVE ...ttt e 5%
SOMEWNAL APPIOVE ..o 14%
Somewhat diSAPPIOVE ...ttt e e e 16%
SHONGlY AISAPPIOVE ..t e 35%
N Ot SUME . e 31%

28. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Chuck Schumer is handling his job as Minority Leader of the U.S.
Senate?

TOtal AP POV o e 22%

Total DiSaPPIOVE ... 57%
S ONGlY AP0V e 6%
SOMEWNAL BPPIOVE ..ttt e 17%
Somewhat diSaPPIOVE ...ttt 17%
SIrONGlY AiSaPPIOVE .. e 40%
N Ot SUIE e e 21%
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29. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Hakeem Jeffries is handling his job as Minority Leader of the U.S.
House of Representatives?

Total AP POV .. 26%
Total DiSapPPrOVe ... 48%
S ONGlY @PPIOVE e e 9%
SOMEWNAL BPPIOVE ..ottt e 17%
Somewhat diSAPPIOVE ...ttt e e 14%
SHrONGlY AiSAPPIOVE .. e 34%
Ot SUNE e e 26%

30. Do you have a favorable or an unfavorable opinion of the following groups in Congress?

Total Total Very Somewhat Somewhat Very Don’t

Favorable Unfavorable favorable  favorable unfavorable unfavorable  know
Democrats in Congress 38% 56% 11% 27% 21% 35% 6%
Republicans in Congress 37% 58% 14% 23% 14% 44% 5%

31. If you had to choose, would you rather have a member of Congress who compromises to get things done, or
sticks to their principles, no matter what?

Compromises to get things done ... ..o 64%
Sticks to their principles, no matter what ... 36%

32. How would you describe the political views of the Democratic Party?

Total Liberal . ... e 66%
Total ConServative ........ ... 5%
Very [Deral . e 39%
Liberal .o e e 27%
1Y/ To o =T = | (= 22%
CONSEIVAtIVE ..ttt e s 4%
VBIY CONSEIVALIVE ...ttt et ettt e et e et 1%
Nt SUIE o e e e e 7%

33. How would you describe the political views of the Republican Party?

Total Liberal ... 5%
Total Conservative ........... ... 75%
Very [Deral .. 1%
Liberal . 3%
1Y/ o =T = | (= 12%
CONSEIVALIVE L.t e e 33%
VBIY CONSEIVALIVE ..ttt ettt ettt et e 43%
Nt SUIE oo e e e 8%



The Economist/YouGov Poll
September 25-28, 2026 - 1429 U.S. Registered Voters

34. Do you think the Democratic Party is too extreme?

R (= 44%
N O e e 45%
N Ot SUIE ottt e e e e e e e 11%

35. Do you think the Republican Party is too extreme?

D (== 52%
N O e 39%
Ot QUM .ottt e e e 9%

36. Which of the following do you watch, at least occasionally? Check all that apply.

AB C NBWS it 32%
NB C N WS ot e e e e e e e e 31%
OB S NBWS ot e e e e e e e 27%
CNIN e 36%
FOX N WS ot e e 36%
M SN O o 17%
None of the @boVe . ... o 30%

37. What is your MAIN source of news?

National broadcast network news (ABC, CBS, NBC,PBS) ...t 12%
Cable news (CNN, Fox News, MSNOW) ... ... i 18%
Local teleVviSiON NEWS ... e 13%
National newspapers (New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal) ........... 7%
LOCAl NEWSPAPEIS ..\ttt ettt ettt e ettt 2%
Radio .o 3%
S0Cial MEAIA . 25%
Other INtErNet oo 14%
Other o 7%

38. Who would you vote for if these were the candidates?
Democratic socialist who supports Medicare for All, ending military aid to Israel, and abolishing

O o 44%
Libertarian who favors less government, ending the war in Iran, and legalizing marijuana 33%
N O SUNE . e 23%

39. Who would you vote for if these were the candidates?

A moderate Democrat who is pro-union, favors stricter border enforcement, and co-sponsors
bills with Republicans ......... . . 59%
MAGA Republican who supports mass deportations and always votes with Trump ....... 25%
N Ot SUIE ottt e e e e e e e 16%
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40. Do you plan to register to vote before the election this November?

(5 7%
N O oo 0%
Already registered .. ... e 93%

41. How likely are you to vote in the election in November?

Definitely Will VOte ... o e 71%
Probably Will vote ... .. e 14%
Maybe Will VOTE ..o 6%
Probably will N0t VOte ... .. 4%
Definitely Will NOt VOte ... . e 2%
DNt KNOW .o e 3%

42. Compared to voting in previous Congressional election years, are you more or less enthusiastic about voting
in this year’s election?

More enthusiastiC ... ..o 37%
LSS eNthUSIASTIC ..ottt e 19%
ADOUL thE SAMIE .o e 38%
N Ot SUIE ottt e e e i 6%

43. In the election for U.S. Senator from [state], who will you vote for?
Asked using the names of candidates running in the respondent’s state of residence if there is a senate election in that state

The Democratic candidate ....... ..o e e e 41%
The Republican candidate ... 40%
L 1 = 3%
N Ot SUIE ottt et e e e e e 10%
LWl MOt VO E . e e 6%

44. In the election for U.S. Senator from [state], would you consider voting for a different candidate, or is your
mind made up?
Asked of those in states with a senate election

My Mind iS Made Up ... ... 74%
Would consider voting for a different candidate ............ .. ..o 10%
UNAeCided ... e 10%
NN} Y7 (= 6%

45. Which party do you think will have a majority in the U.S. Senate after the elections in November?

Democratic Party ... e 37%
Republican Party . ... e 34%
1N o) =T 29%
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46. In the elections for U.S. Congress in November, who will you vote for in the district where you live?
Asked using the names of candidates running in the respondent’s district of residence

The Democratic candidate ........ ... e 45%
The Republican candidate ... 37%
L0 13 T 3%
I o) T 11%
LWl MOt VOtE . e e e 5%
47. Would you consider voting for a different candidate, or is your mind made up?
My MINd iS Made UP ..o e e e e e 74%
Would consider voting for a different candidate .............. .. i 11%
UNAeCided ... e 11%
NN 0] 01770 T 5%

48. How satisfied are you with the candidates running for U.S. House of Representatives in the district where you
live?

Completely satisfied . ... e 14%
Somewhat satisfied ... 35%
Somewhat dissatisfied ... 16%
Completely dissatisfied ... ..o e 9%
N O SUNE .t e e 26%

49. Which party do you think will have a majority in the U.S. House of Representatives after the elections in
November?

DemoCratic Party ... 40%
Republican Party . ... 29%
N Ot SUNE et e 30%

Total Favorable . ...... ... . 43%
Total Unfavorable . .......... . e 32%
Very favorable .. ... 20%
Somewhat favorable ... ... e 24%
Somewhat unfavorable ... ... e 12%
Very Unfavorable .. ... 20%
NN o 0] ] 1o o 24%

51. Do you feel like you made the right choice in the 2024 presidential election, or do you regret your vote?
Among people who voted for president in 2024

Made the right ChoIiCe .. ... o e 89%
Regret My VOtE . e 4%
N O SUNE o 7%

10
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52. Do you think the federal government should increase or decrease what it spends on...?

Increasea  Increase Keep the Decrease = Decrease

lot slightly same slightly a lot Not sure
Social Security 46% 27% 17% 3% 2% 5%
SNAP (food stamps) 31% 21% 25% 9% 11% 5%
Medicare 45% 26% 19% 3% 3% 5%
Medicaid 37% 23% 22% 6% 6% 6%

53. On the subject of climate change do you think:

The world’s climate is changing as a result of human activity ............................ 60%
The world’s climate is changing but NOT because of human activity ..................... 22%
The world’s climate is NOT changing .......ouoeininii e 7%
N Ot SUME . e e 11%

54. In order to make up for past discrimination, do you support or oppose special programs which make special
efforts to help minorities get ahead?

SUPPOI e 52%
(070 0T T 37%
SHONGlY SUPPOI e e e 24%
SOMEWhAL SUPPOIT . e 27%
SOMEWNAL OPPOSE . ittt e 13%
S ONG Y OPPOSE ittt ittt e 24%
Ot SUNE o e 11%

55. When do you think abortion should be legal?

Abortion should always be legal. There should be no restrictions on abortion. ........... 26%
Abortion should be legal, but with some restrictions (such as for minors or late-term abortions).

......................................................................................... 32%
Abortion should only be legal in special circumstances, such as when the life of the mother is in
o = T 1= 34%
Abortion should be illegal. It should never be allowed. .................ciiiiiiiiiiint, 9%

56. Do you think that same-sex marriage should or should not be legal?

Should be legal .. ... 56%
Should notbe legal ... 31%
N O SUNE .t e e 13%

57. How safe do you think vaccines generally are?

VY SafE . 45%
Somewhat safe ... ... 35%
NOt VI SafE .o 10%
Not at all Safe ... 6%
N Ot SUIE ottt e et e e e e 4%
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58. Do you think the Affordable Care Act should be expanded, kept the same, or repealed?

EXPaNAEd . e 44%
Keptthe same ... e 18%
Repealed . ... .o 23%
N O SUNE . e 15%

59. Which of the following statements comes closer to your feelings?

Our society has gone too far in accepting people who are transgender .................. 41%
Our society has been about right when it comes to accepting people who are transgender 16%
Our society has not gone far enough in accepting people who are transgender .......... 31%
N O SUNE . e e e 13%

60. Do you support or oppose allowing transgender student athletes to play on sports teams that match their
gender identity, rather than the sex they were assigned at birth?

SUP PO e 23%
(07 T - 64%
SHONGIY SUPPOIT e e 11%
SOMEWhAL SUPPOI . e e 11%
SOMEWNAL OPPOSE . ittt 10%
S ONGIY OPPOSE .ttt 54%
N Ot SUNE it e 13%

61. Which of these is the most important issue for you?

1011 F= U 4 o 4 o= 31%
Jobs and the eCoN0OMY . ... . e 15%
Health Care ... 9%
Taxes and government SPending . ......c.oiiuin it 8%
Mg At ON . e 5%
Climate change and the environment ... ... .. e 5%
VIl FIGNES e 5%
National SECUILY ...t e 6%
EdUCAON e 4%
VIl DBt ES .o 4%
LT T 2%
Aot ON L 2%
O] 10 T 2%
FOrigN POLICY .t e 2%
Criminal Justice reform ... o 1%

12
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62. How would you describe the current state of the American economy?

Total EXcellent/Good ........ ...t 23%
Total Fair/ POOr ... . 75%
EXCEIl Nt o e 3%
1 To o o 19%
= 31%
POOr o e e 44%
DO T KNOW .o e 2%

63. Overall, do you think the economy is getting better or getting worse?

Getling betler ... 14%
ADOUL the SaME ... e 20%
GetliNg WOISE . s 62%
N0 =T U 4%

64. How much do you trust the data reported about the economy by the federal government?

Completely trUSt ..o 4%
SOMEWNAL trUST ..o e 31%
Somewhat diStrUSt .. ..o 31%
Completely distrust .. ... e 25%
DON t KNOW e e e 9%

65. The government releases unemployment numbers on the first Friday of the month. Do you think the
government numbers are accurate or do you think there are more unemployed people or fewer unemployed
people?

More unemployed PEOPIE .. ... e e 50%
The government numbers are accurate .............ouiiiiiii i 20%
Fewer unemployed People ... ... 6%
DO T KNOW e 24%

66. In general, how would you describe your own political viewpoint?

Total Liberal ... e 30%
Total Conservative ...t 36%
Very beral .. e 13%
Liberal .o s 18%
1Y/ To o == (= 29%
CONSEIVAtIVE ...t s 23%
NIy CONSEIVALIVE ..ttt et e e e e e e 13%
N o) T 4%

67. Are you registered to vote?

Registered ... e 93%
N0 A= 1 (=T =T 7%

13
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68. 2024 Presidential Vote

Kamala Harris ... 39%
DoNald TrUMID . 41%
L0013 T 2%
Did not vote for President ... i e 18%

69. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a ...?

DEMOC Al .ttt e 34%
RepUDICaN .. e 36%
10 =T o 7T oo 1= o | 24%
L0 {3 T 2%
N O SUNE o e 3%

70. Political Party Identification
Calculated based on a series of questions about party identification

SIrONG DEMOCIAt ... 26%
Not very strong DemoCrat ..........o i 9%
Lean DemocCral . ......c.iuii i e 10%
INdEpPeNdent ... 12%
Lean Republican . ... i e 6%
Not very strong Republican ... ... 12%
Strong Republican . ... o 23%
Ot SUIE ottt e e e 1%

71. Are you a MAGA supporter?

(== 24%
N O ettt e 67%
N Ot SUIE .ottt e e e 9%

72. Are you...?
Al e 46%

73. Respondent age by category

L o o T 18%
B0-44 e e e 23%
A5-Bd e e aa 34%
L 25%
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74. What racial or ethnic group best describes you?
N o
BlaCK .
1T o = U o
OBNEr

75. What is the highest level of education you have completed?
HS OF 188 i
SOME COllBGE .o e
College grad ...
POStgrad .. e

76. What is your marital status?
1Y =T =
ST o = - 1 (=Y [
1Y (o=
IOW A . e
NEVEI MarTIEA ..ot e e e e e
Domestic / civil partnership ...

77. Are you the parent or guardian of any children under the age of 18?
=

78. Thinking back over the last year, what was your family’s annual income?
UNder $50K o
B50-T00K o
BI00K OF MOIE et e e e e e e e e e
Prefer NOt 10 SAY ..o

79. Aside from weddings and funerals, how often do you attend religious services?
More than ONCE @ WEEK ... i e e e
ONCE A WEEK oot
ONnce Or tWiCe @ MONtN . e e
AW HIMES @ YA ..ot e
SO L e e e
=
DNt KW o e e e

80. Would you describe yourself as a "born-again” or evangelical Christian, or not?
YOS e

15
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81. People practice their religion in different ways. Outside of attending religious services, how often do you
pray?

Several times @ day  ....o.ouii e 27%
L0 3Tt e - 13%
AfeW lIMeES @ WEEK .. i e 13%
ONCE A WEEK ottt e e 2%
Afew times a MONth ... . 7%
SO L 14%
= 21%
DO KN OW e e 3%

82. What is your present religion, if any?

PrOte S ANt ... e e 30%
Roman CatholiC .......o.ii i e e 23%
17710 T 62 T o 1%
Eastern or Greek OrthodoX ...t e e 1%
JBWIS N L e 3%
MUS M L e 1%
BUdANIST o 1%
HiNAU o e e 0%
1 =T ] 6%
AGNOSHC e e 6%
Nothing in particular . ........ oo e e 18%
SOMEthING BlSE ... 11%
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Sponsorship
Fieldwork
Interviewing Dates
Target population

Sampling method

Sample composition

Weighting

Number of respondents
Margin of error
Survey mode

Questions not reported

The Economist

YouGov

September 25-28, 2026

Registered voters for November 3, 2026, U.S. election

Respondents were selected from YouGov’s opt-in panel to be
representative of adult U.S. citizens, and screened for voter
registration.

2,181 started the survey after screenouts. 274 were deleted due to
breakoffs, 17 were removed for interview completion time under 5
minutes, 18 were removed for attention check failures, and 309 were
removed for data quality control. 1,429 of the 1,563 respondents in
the cleaned sample reported that they were currently registered to
vote or planned to register before the election in November.

The sample was weighted according to gender, age, race, education,
U.S. region of residence, 2024 election turnout and presidential
vote, 2020 election turnout and presidential vote, baseline party
identification, and current voter registration status. 2024 presidential
vote, at time of weighting was estimated to be 48% Harris and 50%
Trump. Demographic weighting targets come from the 2019 American
Community Survey. Baseline party identification is the respondent’s
most recent answer given around November 8, 2024, and is weighted
to the estimated distribution at that time (31% Democratic, 33%
Republican). The weights range from 0.052 to 6.568, with a mean
of one and a standard deviation of 0.727.

1429
+ 3.4% (adjusted for weighting)
Web-based interviews

3 questions not reported.
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