
YouGov Survey Results
Sample Size: 1532 GB Adults
Fieldwork: 24th - 25th June 2012

Total Con Lab Lib Dem Con Lab Lib Dem Male Female 18-24 25-39 40-59 60+

Weighted Sample 1542 377 520 125 440 432 338 737 804 190 381 534 437
Unweighted Sample 1532 381 503 108 469 408 342 722 810 80 437 618 397

% % % % % % % % % % % % %

April 12-
13

June 24-
25

Some people have called for government 
ministers and senior MPs to release their full tax 
returns so that the public can see how much 
they earn and what taxes they pay. Other people 
think that MPs already have to publicly declare 
their earnings, and making them release their 
detailed tax returns would be too much of an 
invasion of privacy.

Do you think each of the following should or 
should not have to publicly release their tax 
returns?
The Prime Minister

Should have to release their tax returns 68 69 61 78 70 63 75 77 71 68 57 68 70 74
Should not have to release their tax returns 22 19 30 14 22 28 15 16 20 18 16 17 21 20

Don't know 11 12 9 8 8 9 10 7 9 14 26 15 9 6
Other cabinet ministers

Should have to release their tax returns 68 69 61 77 69 64 74 77 70 67 56 67 71 74
Should not have to release their tax returns 21 19 30 15 23 27 16 16 21 18 16 18 21 20

Don't know 11 12 9 9 8 9 10 7 9 15 28 15 8 6
Government ministers outside the cabinet

Should have to release their tax returns 65 66 59 73 60 61 71 71 68 64 47 62 69 72
Should not have to release their tax returns 24 21 32 18 26 30 18 20 22 21 20 21 22 21

Don't know 12 13 9 9 14 9 11 9 10 15 33 16 8 7
Frontbench opposition MPs

Should have to release their tax returns 67 67 60 74 66 63 73 73 69 65 51 65 69 73
Should not have to release their tax returns 22 21 31 17 22 29 17 19 22 20 18 19 22 21

Don't know 11 12 9 9 12 9 11 8 9 15 30 16 8 6
All MPs

Should have to release their tax returns 63 65 59 73 58 61 71 68 66 64 51 61 68 71
Should not have to release their tax returns 25 22 32 18 27 29 18 21 23 20 17 22 23 23

Don't know 12 13 9 9 15 9 11 10 10 15 32 17 9 6
People standing to become MPs

Should have to release their tax returns 52 52 49 57 52 52 59 52 53 52 38 51 55 57
Should not have to release their tax returns 34 32 41 31 35 36 28 36 34 30 31 30 33 34

Don't know 14 15 10 11 14 12 13 11 13 18 31 19 12 10

Voting intention 2010 Vote Gender Age
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Some people have called for government 
ministers and senior MPs to release their full tax 
returns so that the public can see how much 
they earn and what taxes they pay. Other people 
think that MPs already have to publicly declare 
their earnings, and making them release their 
detailed tax returns would be too much of an 
invasion of privacy.

Do you think each of the following should or 
should not have to publicly release their tax 
returns?
The Prime Minister

Should have to release their tax returns 68 69
Should not have to release their tax returns 22 19

Don't know 11 12
Other cabinet ministers

Should have to release their tax returns 68 69
Should not have to release their tax returns 21 19

Don't know 11 12
Government ministers outside the cabinet

Should have to release their tax returns 65 66
Should not have to release their tax returns 24 21

Don't know 12 13
Frontbench opposition MPs

Should have to release their tax returns 67 67
Should not have to release their tax returns 22 21

Don't know 11 12
All MPs

Should have to release their tax returns 63 65
Should not have to release their tax returns 25 22

Don't know 12 13
People standing to become MPs

Should have to release their tax returns 52 52
Should not have to release their tax returns 34 32

Don't know 14 15

ABC1 C2DE London Rest of 
South

Midlands / 
Wales North Scotland Acceptable Unacceptable

861 681 193 510 324 381 134 566 840
977 555 262 483 303 361 123 568 831
% % % % % % % % %

67 71 67 68 69 70 72 67 75
23 14 22 19 20 17 20 26 15
10 14 11 12 11 13 8 7 10

67 71 67 68 69 69 72 66 75
23 15 21 19 20 18 20 27 15
10 15 12 13 11 13 8 7 10

64 68 61 63 68 67 71 64 71
26 16 26 23 20 18 20 29 17
10 16 12 14 11 15 9 7 11

66 69 63 65 70 68 70 64 74
25 15 25 22 19 18 21 29 16
9 16 12 13 11 14 9 7 11

63 69 61 63 68 66 69 63 71
26 16 27 24 20 19 22 30 17
11 15 12 13 12 15 9 7 12

50 55 51 49 55 54 59 49 59
37 26 33 35 31 29 31 41 28
12 19 16 16 14 17 10 10 13

Legally avoiding tax:Social grade Region
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Some people have said that to be properly 
transparent ministers' wives and partners 
should also release their tax returns, so people 
can see the income and tax paid by their whole 
household. Other people think that ministers' 
wives and partners are not politicians and 
should be able to keep their income and taxes 
private
Do you think government ministers should have 
to release the tax returns of their wives and 
partners?

Should have to release their tax returns 44 43 37 51 36 40 49 42 47 40 42 38 44 47
Should not have to release their tax returns 43 42 51 35 51 50 37 44 41 42 32 44 42 43

Don't know 13 15 11 14 13 10 14 14 13 18 26 18 15 10

Which of the following best reflects your view?

Most government ministers and MPs are probably
already paying the right amount of tax and not using

tax avoidance measures
11 11 18 7 21 15 8 10 14 8 12 13 10 9

Many government ministers and MPs are probably
using tax avoiding measures to reduce the amount 

of tax they pay
75 72 68 78 70 69 78 77 73 71 53 66 76 80

Neither 4 3 3 3 0 3 2 4 2 4 2 4 3 3

Don't know 10 14 10 12 9 13 12 9 11 17 33 16 11 7

Do you think the Queen should or should not 
have to publicly release her tax returns?

Should have to release her tax returns 52 46 60 52 45 57 57 54 50 51 52 53 51
Should not have to release her tax returns 36 49 29 42 47 31 33 37 35 27 31 38 41

Don't know 12 5 11 5 8 12 9 9 15 22 17 9 8
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Some people have said that to be properly 
transparent ministers' wives and partners 
should also release their tax returns, so people 
can see the income and tax paid by their whole 
household. Other people think that ministers' 
wives and partners are not politicians and 
should be able to keep their income and taxes 
private
Do you think government ministers should have 
to release the tax returns of their wives and 
partners?

Should have to release their tax returns 44 43
Should not have to release their tax returns 43 42

Don't know 13 15

Which of the following best reflects your view?

Most government ministers and MPs are probably
already paying the right amount of tax and not using

tax avoidance measures
11 11

Many government ministers and MPs are probably
using tax avoiding measures to reduce the amount 

of tax they pay
75 72

Neither 4 3
Don't know 10 14

Do you think the Queen should or should not 
have to publicly release her tax returns?

Should have to release her tax returns 52
Should not have to release her tax returns 36

Don't know 12

ABC1 C2DE London Rest of 
South

Midlands / 
Wales North Scotland Acceptable Unacceptable

861 681 193 510 324 381 134 566 840
977 555 262 483 303 361 123 568 831
% % % % % % % % %

Legally avoiding tax:Social grade Region

41 45 44 39 49 43 44 40 48
46 36 43 44 36 41 45 51 37
13 19 13 17 16 16 11 9 14

14 6 11 10 9 11 18 12 10

68 78 70 68 79 74 67 77 74

4 2 3 2 2 4 3 3 3

14 14 15 19 10 11 12 8 13

53 50 51 50 52 52 57 50 56
36 36 33 37 39 33 32 43 33
11 14 16 12 8 15 11 7 11
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April 12-
13

June 24-
25

In Sweden and Norway everybody's tax returns 
are publicly available, so that it is possible to 
look up how much tax any individual has paid. 
Would you support or oppose making everyone 
in the UK's tax returns public?

Support 51 52 49 59 41 49 57 53 56 48 44 51 51 58
Oppose 33 30 38 26 34 36 27 29 31 30 32 28 32 30

Don't know 17 18 12 15 25 15 16 18 13 22 24 21 17 13
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April 12-

13
June 24-

25

In Sweden and Norway everybody's tax returns 
are publicly available, so that it is possible to 
look up how much tax any individual has paid. 
Would you support or oppose making everyone 
in the UK's tax returns public?

Support 51 52
Oppose 33 30

Don't know 17 18

ABC1 C2DE London Rest of 
South

Midlands / 
Wales North Scotland Acceptable Unacceptable

861 681 193 510 324 381 134 566 840
977 555 262 483 303 361 123 568 831
% % % % % % % % %

Legally avoiding tax:Social grade Region

52 52 48 49 53 54 59 48 59
32 28 34 32 31 26 29 37 26
16 20 18 18 16 20 12 15 15
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