
YouGov / Evening Standard Survey Results
Sample Size: 1368 London Adults
Fieldwork: 16th - 18th May 2012

Total Con Lab Lib 
Dem Con Lab Lib 

Dem Male Female 18-24 25-39 40-59 60+ ABC1 C2DE White Non-
white

1368 337 547 83 414 433 249 674 694 164 490 439 275 807 561 958 390
1368 346 517 84 408 398 281 685 683 192 408 430 338 927 441 986 356

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

Some people have argued that economic growth will be held back unless 
there is an increase in airport capacity around London. Other people think 
that there is already enough airport capacity in the capital. Which of the 
following statements best reflects

London needs more airport capacity if it is to grow 39 58 38 34 48 41 35 51 28 30 39 41 44 42 36 40 38

London can be an economic success without extra airport capacity 42 31 44 58 38 42 45 35 49 48 41 43 39 41 44 44 38

Neither 5 5 4 3 5 4 6 5 5 4 6 5 5 6 4 5 6

Don't know 13 7 14 5 9 13 14 9 18 18 15 10 13 11 16 11 18

Which, if any, of the following ways of increasing airport capacity in 
London would you MOST support?

Building a third runway at Heathrow 21 26 23 18 22 23 19 27 15 23 20 21 20 20 22 18 29
Building a new airport in the Thames estuary 20 29 14 16 26 14 21 26 13 15 19 18 25 20 19 22 14

Building a second runway at Gatwick 17 18 19 10 18 21 16 15 19 12 20 18 14 18 16 18 15
Building a second runway at Stansted 11 10 11 21 10 11 7 12 9 7 10 11 13 11 9 11 11

None of these - there is no need to increase airport capacity in London 18 9 17 29 14 18 21 12 24 22 17 19 18 19 18 19 16
Don't know 13 9 15 6 10 12 15 8 19 20 14 12 11 12 16 12 16

Voting intention 2010 Vote Gender Age Social grade Ethnicity
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Some people have argued that economic growth will be held back unless 
there is an increase in airport capacity around London. Other people think 
that there is already enough airport capacity in the capital. Which of the 
following statements best reflects

London needs more airport capacity if it is to grow 39

London can be an economic success without extra airport capacity 42

Neither 5

Don't know 13

Which, if any, of the following ways of increasing airport capacity in 
London would you MOST support?

Building a third runway at Heathrow 21
Building a new airport in the Thames estuary 20

Building a second runway at Gatwick 17
Building a second runway at Stansted 11

None of these - there is no need to increase airport capacity in London 18
Don't know 13

Needs more Doesn't need 
more Should Should 

not
540 575 441 602
529 570 433 612
% % % %

100 0 77 20

0 100 16 67

0 0 2 6

0 0 6 6

40 10 59 2
18 15 13 21
7 16 7 14

30 13 16 24
0 39 1 35
5 7 5 3

London airport capacity Third runway
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Do you think that there should or should not be a third runway at 
Heathrow?

Should 32 39 33 30 35 36 30 39 26 31 34 33 29 32 32 29 41
Should not 44 39 44 55 45 42 45 41 47 38 40 48 49 43 45 48 34
Don't know 24 21 23 15 20 22 26 20 27 32 26 19 22 24 23 23 25

The Government is currently opposed to a third runway at Heathrow until at 
least the next election in 2015. Thinking about what happens after 2015, do 
you think…

The government should support a third runway at Heathrow 24 31 27 16 27 26 21 32 17 16 24 27 24 24 25 22 29

The government should keep its options open about whether or not to support a 
third runway at Heathrow 33 39 32 33 36 36 33 34 32 44 40 25 27 38 25 34 31

The government should permanently rule out a third runway at Heathrow 27 20 26 47 25 24 33 24 29 21 18 35 33 24 31 30 19
None of these 2 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 2 2 3 1 1 2 2 1 3

Don't know 14 9 14 4 11 13 13 8 20 18 15 12 14 13 17 13 18

Thinking about your own experiences travelling through BRITISH airports, 
which of the following statements apply to you? Please tick all that apply.

I have often had to queue for a long time to get through security at British 
airports 33 37 32 28 35 33 30 35 31 29 38 34 24 38 25 32 34

I have often suffered long delays at British airports 19 20 19 12 20 21 17 20 19 16 22 21 12 22 16 18 21

I have often had my beginning/end of my holiday spoilt by the hassle of going 
through a British airport 17 19 14 20 20 13 19 18 16 11 17 17 20 18 15 18 15

I have often been unable to get a flight to my destination from the airport I'd have 
preferred 9 7 7 11 6 8 10 8 9 10 11 8 4 9 8 9 7

I have often had my luggage mislaid or lost at British airports 4 3 4 5 3 6 4 4 4 4 5 3 3 3 4 3 6
None of these 35 39 36 26 38 37 36 34 36 36 34 37 34 37 32 37 32

Not applicable - I have not flown from a British airport in recent years 15 9 15 30 12 14 21 15 15 13 6 17 30 9 24 17 10
Don't know 2 1 2 2 1 1 2 1 3 3 3 2 0 1 3 1 5
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Do you think that there should or should not be a third runway at 
Heathrow?

Should 32
Should not 44
Don't know 24

The Government is currently opposed to a third runway at Heathrow until at 
least the next election in 2015. Thinking about what happens after 2015, do 
you think…

The government should support a third runway at Heathrow 24

The government should keep its options open about whether or not to support a 
third runway at Heathrow 33

The government should permanently rule out a third runway at Heathrow 27
None of these 2

Don't know 14

Thinking about your own experiences travelling through BRITISH airports, 
which of the following statements apply to you? Please tick all that apply.

I have often had to queue for a long time to get through security at British 
airports 33

I have often suffered long delays at British airports 19

I have often had my beginning/end of my holiday spoilt by the hassle of going 
through a British airport 17

I have often been unable to get a flight to my destination from the airport I'd have 
preferred 9

I have often had my luggage mislaid or lost at British airports 4
None of these 35

Not applicable - I have not flown from a British airport in recent years 15
Don't know 2

Needs more Doesn't need 
more Should Should 

not
540 575 441 602
529 570 433 612
% % % %

London airport capacity Third runway

63 12 100 0
23 70 0 100
15 18 0 0

51 6 70 2

33 37 27 33

11 45 0 59
0 2 1 2
5 10 2 5

39 29 39 32

26 16 27 18

22 14 21 17

9 8 9 9

5 3 8 2
36 37 37 33

8 18 7 20
0 1 0 1
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Rebased: Thinking about your own experiences travelling through BRITISH 
airports, which of the following statements apply to you? Please tick all 
that apply.
[Excluding Not applicables]

I have often had to queue for a long time to get through security at British 
airports 39 41 38 40 39 38 38 42 36 33 40 41 35 42 33 39 38

I have often suffered long delays at British airports 23 22 22 17 22 24 21 23 22 19 24 25 17 24 21 22 23

I have often had my beginning/end of my holiday spoilt by the hassle of going 
through a British airport 20 21 17 28 23 15 24 21 19 13 18 21 29 20 20 21 17

I have often been unable to get a flight to my destination from the airport I'd have 
preferred 10 8 8 15 7 10 12 10 10 12 11 10 6 10 10 11 7

I have often had my luggage mislaid or lost at British airports 4 4 5 7 3 6 5 4 4 5 5 4 4 3 6 3 6

None of these 41 43 42 37 43 42 45 41 42 42 36 45 48 41 43 44 35
Don't know 3 1 3 3 1 1 2 1 4 4 3 2 1 1 5 1 5
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Rebased: Thinking about your own experiences travelling through BRITISH 
airports, which of the following statements apply to you? Please tick all 
that apply.
[Excluding Not applicables]

I have often had to queue for a long time to get through security at British 
airports 39

I have often suffered long delays at British airports 23

I have often had my beginning/end of my holiday spoilt by the hassle of going 
through a British airport 20

I have often been unable to get a flight to my destination from the airport I'd have 
preferred 10

I have often had my luggage mislaid or lost at British airports 4

None of these 41
Don't know 3

Needs more Doesn't need 
more Should Should 

not
540 575 441 602
529 570 433 612
% % % %

London airport capacity Third runway

43 36 42 40

29 20 29 22

24 17 23 21

10 10 10 11

5 4 9 2

39 46 39 41
0 1 0 1
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