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YouGov / NSPCC Survey Results

Sample Size: 522 NI Adults
Fieldwork: 20th - 26th June 2013

Total Male Female 18-24 25-39 40-54 55+ Belfast Rest of County 
Antrim County Armagh County Down County Derry County 

Fermanagh County Tyrone

The following questions are about child sexual abuse. Child sexual 
abuse involves persuading or forcing a child (under 18 years old) to 
take part in sexual activities, or encouraging a child to behave in 
sexually inappropriate ways.
We understand this may be a sensitive topic, so we have included a 
'Prefer not to say' option in every question. Please remember, your 
answers will always be treated anonymously and will never be analysed 
individually.

Are you happy to continue with this section of the survey?
Unweighted Base 522 244 278 53 145 142 182 123 109 35 147 67 15 26

All NI Adults 522 252 270 72 141 140 169 101 94 43 142 71 18 53
Yes, I am 95% 94% 96% 96% 92% 97% 97% 96% 98% 100% 92% 96% 88% 97%

No, I am not 5% 6% 4% 4% 8% 3% 3% 4% 2% - 8% 4% 12% 3%
Have you ever spoken to any of your children aged 5 to 17 about staying 
safe from sexual abuse? 

Unweighted Base 96 47 49 - 36 51 9 15 19 9 23 21 4 5

All NI parents of children aged 5 to 17 who agreed to take part 97 49 48 - 35 52 10 12 16 10 22 22 5 10

Yes, I have 45% 31% 58% - 42% 47% 41% 60% 36% 13% 58% 52% 54% 21%
No, I haven’t 55% 69% 42% - 58% 53% 59% 40% 64% 87% 42% 48% 46% 79%

Prefer not to say - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total Gender Age Region
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YouGov / NSPCC Survey Results

Sample Size: 522 NI Adults
Fieldwork: 20th - 26th June 2013

Total

The following questions are about child sexual abuse. Child sexual 
abuse involves persuading or forcing a child (under 18 years old) to 
take part in sexual activities, or encouraging a child to behave in 
sexually inappropriate ways.
We understand this may be a sensitive topic, so we have included a 
'Prefer not to say' option in every question. Please remember, your 
answers will always be treated anonymously and will never be analysed 
individually.

Are you happy to continue with this section of the survey?
Unweighted Base 522

All NI Adults 522
Yes, I am 95%

No, I am not 5%
Have you ever spoken to any of your children aged 5 to 17 about staying 
safe from sexual abuse? 

Unweighted Base 96

All NI parents of children aged 5 to 17 who agreed to take part 97

Yes, I have 45%
No, I haven’t 55%

Prefer not to say -

Total

ABC1 C2DE Full time Part time (8-29 
hours a week)

Part time (Less 
than 8 hours a 

week)
ALL WORKERS (NET) Student Retired Unemployed Not 

working Other

313 209 252 54 7 313 32 99 27 41 9
301 221 252 52 7 310 43 89 29 41 8
95% 95% 95% 98% 100% 96% 96% 95% 92% 96% 86%
5% 5% 5% 2% - 4% 4% 5% 8% 4% 14%

57 39 65 10 1 76 2 4 3 11 -

58 39 65 10 1 76 3 4 3 12 -

41% 50% 35% 43% 100% 37% 34% 72% 75% 76% -
59% 50% 65% 57% - 63% 66% 28% 25% 24% -

- - - - - - - - - - -

Working StatusSocial Grade



3 © 2013 YouGov plc. All Rights Reserved yougov.co.uk

YouGov / NSPCC Survey Results

Sample Size: 522 NI Adults
Fieldwork: 20th - 26th June 2013

Total

The following questions are about child sexual abuse. Child sexual 
abuse involves persuading or forcing a child (under 18 years old) to 
take part in sexual activities, or encouraging a child to behave in 
sexually inappropriate ways.
We understand this may be a sensitive topic, so we have included a 
'Prefer not to say' option in every question. Please remember, your 
answers will always be treated anonymously and will never be analysed 
individually.

Are you happy to continue with this section of the survey?
Unweighted Base 522

All NI Adults 522
Yes, I am 95%

No, I am not 5%
Have you ever spoken to any of your children aged 5 to 17 about staying 
safe from sexual abuse? 

Unweighted Base 96

All NI parents of children aged 5 to 17 who agreed to take part 97

Yes, I have 45%
No, I haven’t 55%

Prefer not to say -

Total

0 1 2 3+ ALL WITH 
CHILDREN (NET)

Don't 
know

Prefer not 
to say Married Living as 

married
Separated (after 
being married) Divorced Widowed Never 

married
Civil 

Partnership

357 63 60 23 146 2 17 267 46 16 26 14 130 3
346 63 64 25 153 2 20 256 44 18 23 12 144 3
95% 97% 100% 86% 97% 61% 90% 99% 89% 90% 97% 100% 92% 100%
5% 3% - 14% 3% 39% 10% 1% 11% 10% 3% - 8% -

7 25 44 19 88 - 1 70 7 5 1 2 8 -

7 24 44 21 89 - 2 72 7 6 1 2 8 -

32% 71% 36% 40% 46% - - 47% 32% 37% - 45% 22% -
68% 29% 64% 60% 54% - 100% 53% 68% 63% 100% 55% 78% -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Marital StatusChildren in Household
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YouGov / NSPCC Survey Results

Sample Size: 522 NI Adults
Fieldwork: 20th - 26th June 2013

Total

The following questions are about child sexual abuse. Child sexual 
abuse involves persuading or forcing a child (under 18 years old) to 
take part in sexual activities, or encouraging a child to behave in 
sexually inappropriate ways.
We understand this may be a sensitive topic, so we have included a 
'Prefer not to say' option in every question. Please remember, your 
answers will always be treated anonymously and will never be analysed 
individually.

Are you happy to continue with this section of the survey?
Unweighted Base 522

All NI Adults 522
Yes, I am 95%

No, I am not 5%
Have you ever spoken to any of your children aged 5 to 17 about staying 
safe from sexual abuse? 

Unweighted Base 96

All NI parents of children aged 5 to 17 who agreed to take part 97

Yes, I have 45%
No, I haven’t 55%

Prefer not to say -

Total

Not a 
parent

Child(ren) 
aged 4 or 

under

Child(ren) 
aged 5 to 11

Child(ren) 
aged 5 to 17

Child(ren) 
aged 17 or 

under

Any parent (including of 
adult children aged 18 or 

over)

207 61 83 113 147 315
218 61 84 113 147 304
94% 93% 92% 94% 94% 96%
6% 7% 8% 6% 6% 4%

- 24 76 96 96 96

- 24 77 97 97 97

- 40% 39% 45% 45% 45%
- 60% 61% 55% 55% 55%
- - - - - -

Parent
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Total Male Female 18-24 25-39 40-54 55+ Belfast Rest of County 
Antrim County Armagh County Down County Derry County 

Fermanagh County Tyrone

Total Gender Age Region

You mentioned that you have spoken to your child aged 5 to 17 about 
staying safe from sexual abuse…

Thinking about the conversation with your child, which ONE, if any, of 
the following statements BEST applies to you? (If you have done this on 
more than once occasion, please think about the most recent time.)

Unweighted Base 96 47 49 - 36 51 9 15 19 9 23 21 4 5

All NI parents of children aged 5 to 17 who agreed to take part 97 49 48 - 35 52 10 12 16 10 22 22 5 10

It was one of the most difficult conversations I have ever had with my child - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

It was a fairly difficult conversation 16% 11% 21% - 22% 13% 11% 19% 15% - 23% 15% 54% -
The conversation wasn’t very difficult 18% 9% 27% - 12% 25% - 19% 15% 13% 13% 28% - 21%

The conversation was not difficult at all 11% 11% 10% - 8% 9% 30% 21% 6% - 22% 9% - -
Don’t know - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Prefer not to say - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Not applicable - I haven't spoken to my child aged 5 to 17 about this 55% 69% 42% - 58% 53% 59% 40% 64% 87% 42% 48% 46% 79%

Thinking generally about primary school aged children (i.e. between the 
ages of 5 to 11) in the UK…

Which ONE, if any, of the following groups of people do you think 
children aged 5 to 11 face the highest risk of sexual abuse from?

Unweighted Base 498 231 267 51 134 137 176 118 107 35 135 64 14 25
All NI Adults who agreed to take part 498 238 259 69 130 135 163 97 92 43 130 68 16 51

Strangers 9% 14% 5% 25% 6% 7% 7% 13% 6% 8% 11% 6% 8% 11%
Relatives 35% 34% 36% 32% 41% 33% 34% 38% 37% 31% 38% 35% 13% 32%

Adult acquaintances, neighbours or family friends 36% 29% 42% 20% 26% 38% 48% 24% 43% 41% 34% 33% 55% 42%
Childminders/ babysitters 2% 2% 1% 4% - 2% 2% 2% 1% - 2% 2% - 4%

Teachers/ sports coaches or other adults working with children 6% 7% 5% 9% 8% 6% 2% 9% 5% 3% 5% 11% - -
Other children 2% 2% 1% - 1% 4% 2% 1% 2% 3% 3% 3% - -
None of these 1% 1% 0% - 2% - - - 1% - - - - 5%

Don’t know 9% 10% 9% 8% 14% 10% 5% 11% 5% 14% 7% 11% 24% 8%
Prefer not to say 0% 1% 0% 2% 1% - - 2% - - - - - -
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Total

Total

You mentioned that you have spoken to your child aged 5 to 17 about 
staying safe from sexual abuse…

Thinking about the conversation with your child, which ONE, if any, of 
the following statements BEST applies to you? (If you have done this on 
more than once occasion, please think about the most recent time.)

Unweighted Base 96

All NI parents of children aged 5 to 17 who agreed to take part 97

It was one of the most difficult conversations I have ever had with my child -

It was a fairly difficult conversation 16%
The conversation wasn’t very difficult 18%

The conversation was not difficult at all 11%
Don’t know -

Prefer not to say -
Not applicable - I haven't spoken to my child aged 5 to 17 about this 55%

Thinking generally about primary school aged children (i.e. between the 
ages of 5 to 11) in the UK…

Which ONE, if any, of the following groups of people do you think 
children aged 5 to 11 face the highest risk of sexual abuse from?

Unweighted Base 498
All NI Adults who agreed to take part 498

Strangers 9%
Relatives 35%

Adult acquaintances, neighbours or family friends 36%
Childminders/ babysitters 2%

Teachers/ sports coaches or other adults working with children 6%
Other children 2%
None of these 1%

Don’t know 9%
Prefer not to say 0%

ABC1 C2DE Full time Part time (8-29 
hours a week)

Part time (Less 
than 8 hours a 

week)
ALL WORKERS (NET) Student Retired Unemployed Not 

working Other

Working StatusSocial Grade

57 39 65 10 1 76 2 4 3 11 -

58 39 65 10 1 76 3 4 3 12 -

- - - - - - - - - - -

10% 25% 11% - 100% 11% 34% 28% 42% 33% -
15% 22% 13% 17% - 14% - 20% 33% 44% -
16% 3% 11% 26% - 12% - 25% - - -

- - - - - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - - - - -

59% 50% 65% 57% - 63% 66% 28% 25% 24% -

299 199 239 53 7 299 31 94 26 39 8
287 210 239 51 7 297 41 85 27 40 7
5% 15% 9% 7% 10% 8% 25% 7% 12% 7% -
40% 28% 35% 42% 41% 36% 25% 39% 35% 30% 24%
37% 34% 36% 35% 26% 35% 23% 44% 23% 45% 27%
0% 3% 2% 2% - 2% 6% 1% - - -
5% 7% 7% 8% 23% 7% 7% 2% 4% 2% 11%
3% 1% 2% - - 2% - 3% 3% - -
1% - 1% - - 1% - 1% - - -
8% 11% 9% 7% - 8% 11% 3% 23% 15% 38%
0% 1% 0% - - 0% 4% - - - -
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Total

Total

You mentioned that you have spoken to your child aged 5 to 17 about 
staying safe from sexual abuse…

Thinking about the conversation with your child, which ONE, if any, of 
the following statements BEST applies to you? (If you have done this on 
more than once occasion, please think about the most recent time.)

Unweighted Base 96

All NI parents of children aged 5 to 17 who agreed to take part 97

It was one of the most difficult conversations I have ever had with my child -

It was a fairly difficult conversation 16%
The conversation wasn’t very difficult 18%

The conversation was not difficult at all 11%
Don’t know -

Prefer not to say -
Not applicable - I haven't spoken to my child aged 5 to 17 about this 55%

Thinking generally about primary school aged children (i.e. between the 
ages of 5 to 11) in the UK…

Which ONE, if any, of the following groups of people do you think 
children aged 5 to 11 face the highest risk of sexual abuse from?

Unweighted Base 498
All NI Adults who agreed to take part 498

Strangers 9%
Relatives 35%

Adult acquaintances, neighbours or family friends 36%
Childminders/ babysitters 2%

Teachers/ sports coaches or other adults working with children 6%
Other children 2%
None of these 1%

Don’t know 9%
Prefer not to say 0%

0 1 2 3+ ALL WITH 
CHILDREN (NET)

Don't 
know

Prefer not 
to say Married Living as 

married
Separated (after 
being married) Divorced Widowed Never 

married
Civil 

Partnership

Marital StatusChildren in Household

7 25 44 19 88 - 1 70 7 5 1 2 8 -

7 24 44 21 89 - 2 72 7 6 1 2 8 -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

18% 27% 15% 8% 16% - - 15% 32% 21% - - 10% -
14% 24% 11% 27% 18% - - 19% - 16% - 45% 12% -

- 20% 10% 4% 12% - - 13% - - - - - -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

68% 29% 64% 60% 54% - 100% 53% 68% 63% 100% 55% 78% -

341 61 60 20 141 1 15 264 41 15 25 14 119 3
330 62 64 22 148 1 18 253 39 17 22 12 132 3
8% 8% 12% 11% 10% - 23% 6% 10% 8% - - 17% -
37% 32% 31% 37% 32% - 24% 32% 32% 41% 60% 43% 36% 70%
36% 35% 42% 31% 38% - 13% 40% 36% 25% 33% 49% 27% 30%
1% 2% 4% - 3% - - 2% - 6% - - 2% -
6% 4% 6% 8% 5% - 11% 6% 6% 7% - - 6% -
2% 5% 2% - 3% - - 3% 2% - - - 1% -
1% - - - - - - - - 14% - - 1% -
8% 13% 4% 14% 10% - 29% 10% 13% - 7% 8% 10% -
0% - - - - 100% - 0% - - - - 1% -
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Total

Total

You mentioned that you have spoken to your child aged 5 to 17 about 
staying safe from sexual abuse…

Thinking about the conversation with your child, which ONE, if any, of 
the following statements BEST applies to you? (If you have done this on 
more than once occasion, please think about the most recent time.)

Unweighted Base 96

All NI parents of children aged 5 to 17 who agreed to take part 97

It was one of the most difficult conversations I have ever had with my child -

It was a fairly difficult conversation 16%
The conversation wasn’t very difficult 18%

The conversation was not difficult at all 11%
Don’t know -

Prefer not to say -
Not applicable - I haven't spoken to my child aged 5 to 17 about this 55%

Thinking generally about primary school aged children (i.e. between the 
ages of 5 to 11) in the UK…

Which ONE, if any, of the following groups of people do you think 
children aged 5 to 11 face the highest risk of sexual abuse from?

Unweighted Base 498
All NI Adults who agreed to take part 498

Strangers 9%
Relatives 35%

Adult acquaintances, neighbours or family friends 36%
Childminders/ babysitters 2%

Teachers/ sports coaches or other adults working with children 6%
Other children 2%
None of these 1%

Don’t know 9%
Prefer not to say 0%

Not a 
parent

Child(ren) 
aged 4 or 

under

Child(ren) 
aged 5 to 11

Child(ren) 
aged 5 to 17

Child(ren) 
aged 17 or 

under

Any parent (including of 
adult children aged 18 or 

over)

Parent

- 24 76 96 96 96

- 24 77 97 97 97

- - - - - -

- 16% 18% 16% 16% 16%
- 8% 13% 18% 18% 18%
- 16% 8% 11% 11% 11%
- - - - - -
- - - - - -
- 60% 61% 55% 55% 55%

194 57 76 106 139 304
205 57 77 106 139 293
10% 12% 11% 8% 10% 9%
41% 36% 30% 31% 30% 31%
27% 29% 38% 40% 37% 41%
2% - 2% 3% 2% 2%
7% 8% 6% 5% 7% 5%
1% 2% 4% 4% 3% 3%
2% - - - - -
10% 12% 10% 9% 12% 9%
1% - - - - -
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Total Male Female 18-24 25-39 40-54 55+ Belfast Rest of County 
Antrim County Armagh County Down County Derry County 

Fermanagh County Tyrone

Total Gender Age Region

Which, if any, of the following groups of people do you think should be 
responsible for talking to primary school aged children (i.e. between the 
ages of 5 to 11) about staying safe from sexual abuse? (Please tick all 
that apply. If you don’t think anyone should talk to primary school aged 
children about staying safe from sexual abuse, please tick the “Not 
applicable” option)

Unweighted Base 498 231 267 51 134 137 176 118 107 35 135 64 14 25
All NI Adults who agreed to take part 498 238 259 69 130 135 163 97 92 43 130 68 16 51

Their parents 83% 79% 87% 69% 82% 85% 88% 76% 86% 87% 84% 83% 91% 84%
Their schools/ teachers 64% 58% 70% 66% 67% 70% 56% 57% 74% 82% 57% 67% 50% 66%

Their friends 6% 8% 4% 8% 4% 7% 6% 3% 9% 3% 6% 8% 7% 7%
Extra-curricular groups (e.g. scouts, guides, youth groups etc.) 27% 21% 34% 19% 29% 32% 26% 20% 39% 29% 22% 28% 29% 30%

The Government 12% 14% 10% 21% 14% 11% 5% 9% 13% 23% 9% 13% 9% 11%
Other 3% 2% 4% 1% 1% 4% 4% 3% 3% 3% 2% 5% - 4%

Don’t know 3% 3% 3% 7% 4% 2% 1% 6% 1% 3% 3% 4% - -
Not applicable – I don’t think anyone should talk to primary school aged 

children about staying safe from sexual abuse 3% 5% 1% 4% 4% 2% 2% 7% 2% - 3% 3% - -

Prefer not to say 0% 1% - 2% - - - 2% - - - - - -

All figures, unless otherwise stated, are from YouGov Plc.
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Total

Total

Which, if any, of the following groups of people do you think should be 
responsible for talking to primary school aged children (i.e. between the 
ages of 5 to 11) about staying safe from sexual abuse? (Please tick all 
that apply. If you don’t think anyone should talk to primary school aged 
children about staying safe from sexual abuse, please tick the “Not 
applicable” option)

Unweighted Base 498
All NI Adults who agreed to take part 498

Their parents 83%
Their schools/ teachers 64%

Their friends 6%
Extra-curricular groups (e.g. scouts, guides, youth groups etc.) 27%

The Government 12%
Other 3%

Don’t know 3%
Not applicable – I don’t think anyone should talk to primary school aged 

children about staying safe from sexual abuse 3%

Prefer not to say 0%

All figures, unless otherwise stated, are from YouGov Plc.

ABC1 C2DE Full time Part time (8-29 
hours a week)

Part time (Less 
than 8 hours a 

week)
ALL WORKERS (NET) Student Retired Unemployed Not 

working Other

Working StatusSocial Grade

299 199 239 53 7 299 31 94 26 39 8
287 210 239 51 7 297 41 85 27 40 7
88% 77% 87% 81% 100% 86% 56% 88% 84% 83% 76%
65% 63% 65% 64% 79% 65% 65% 54% 62% 78% 60%
5% 7% 5% 1% 15% 5% 11% 4% 13% 9% -
29% 25% 30% 27% 26% 29% 23% 24% 25% 31% 11%
10% 14% 12% 10% 23% 12% 19% 3% 24% 10% 11%
3% 2% 3% 5% - 3% - 6% 4% - -
1% 5% 3% - - 2% 12% 1% 4% - 14%

3% 3% 2% 4% - 3% 9% 3% - 2% -

- 1% - - - - 4% - - - -
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Total

Total

Which, if any, of the following groups of people do you think should be 
responsible for talking to primary school aged children (i.e. between the 
ages of 5 to 11) about staying safe from sexual abuse? (Please tick all 
that apply. If you don’t think anyone should talk to primary school aged 
children about staying safe from sexual abuse, please tick the “Not 
applicable” option)

Unweighted Base 498
All NI Adults who agreed to take part 498

Their parents 83%
Their schools/ teachers 64%

Their friends 6%
Extra-curricular groups (e.g. scouts, guides, youth groups etc.) 27%

The Government 12%
Other 3%

Don’t know 3%
Not applicable – I don’t think anyone should talk to primary school aged 

children about staying safe from sexual abuse 3%

Prefer not to say 0%

All figures, unless otherwise stated, are from YouGov Plc.

0 1 2 3+ ALL WITH 
CHILDREN (NET)

Don't 
know

Prefer not 
to say Married Living as 

married
Separated (after 
being married) Divorced Widowed Never 

married
Civil 

Partnership

Marital StatusChildren in Household

341 61 60 20 141 1 15 264 41 15 25 14 119 3
330 62 64 22 148 1 18 253 39 17 22 12 132 3
85% 77% 82% 85% 80% - 81% 86% 93% 76% 89% 78% 76% 100%
64% 69% 65% 72% 68% - 42% 62% 73% 68% 64% 48% 68% 65%
6% 8% 1% 8% 5% - 5% 7% 2% 4% - - 7% -
30% 22% 28% 13% 23% - 19% 29% 35% 4% 23% 25% 26% 65%
10% 8% 17% 21% 14% - 19% 9% 19% 4% - 6% 17% -
4% - 1% - 1% - 5% 2% 2% - - 14% 2% -
3% 3% 3% - 3% - 4% 2% - - - 7% 6% -

3% 4% 3% - 3% - 5% 4% - - - - 3% -

- - - - - 100% - - - - - - 1% -
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Total

Total

Which, if any, of the following groups of people do you think should be 
responsible for talking to primary school aged children (i.e. between the 
ages of 5 to 11) about staying safe from sexual abuse? (Please tick all 
that apply. If you don’t think anyone should talk to primary school aged 
children about staying safe from sexual abuse, please tick the “Not 
applicable” option)

Unweighted Base 498
All NI Adults who agreed to take part 498

Their parents 83%
Their schools/ teachers 64%

Their friends 6%
Extra-curricular groups (e.g. scouts, guides, youth groups etc.) 27%

The Government 12%
Other 3%

Don’t know 3%
Not applicable – I don’t think anyone should talk to primary school aged 

children about staying safe from sexual abuse 3%

Prefer not to say 0%

All figures, unless otherwise stated, are from YouGov Plc.

Not a 
parent

Child(ren) 
aged 4 or 

under

Child(ren) 
aged 5 to 11

Child(ren) 
aged 5 to 17

Child(ren) 
aged 17 or 

under

Any parent (including of 
adult children aged 18 or 

over)

Parent

194 57 76 106 139 304
205 57 77 106 139 293
79% 88% 82% 82% 82% 86%
68% 57% 65% 65% 62% 61%
8% 3% 2% 2% 3% 5%
33% 22% 16% 20% 21% 23%
13% 16% 16% 14% 13% 10%
2% - 1% 1% 1% 4%
5% - 2% 3% 2% 1%

3% 5% 2% 3% 4% 3%

1% - - - - -
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