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Majority of public believe Prince William should be allowed to serve in 

Afghanistan  

A majority (60%) of the British public believe that Prince William, the heir to the throne, 

should be allowed to serve in the war in Afghanistan, while 28% think it would be wrong for 

him to serve in a war zone and 12% don’t know, according to a YouGov poll. 

William, Duke of Cambridge, is an RAF Flight Lieutenant and works as a Search and 

Rescue Force pilot based at RAF Valley on the island of Anglesey, in Wales. He has never 

seen active service because it is considered too dangerous. His brother, Prince Harry, is 

currently a Captain in the Army Air Corps and has recently returned from active service in 

Afghanistan.  

In an interview published this week, Prince Harry said his brother was “jealous” of his tour of 

duty, and expressed his belief that the Duke should be allowed to go to Afghanistan to fly 

helicopters with emergency medical crews on board to pick up casualties. No future 

monarch has served in a war zone since George VI, however, who served with the Royal 

Navy during the First World War. 

Meanwhile, 82% of the British public think it was right to allow Prince Harry to serve in 

Afghanistan, while only 9% believe it was wrong and 9% don’t know.   

- ENDS- 

Notes to editors: 
 
Total sample size was 2,045 GB adults, aged 18+. Fieldwork was undertaken 22

nd
-23rd January, 

2013. The survey was carried out online. All figures, unless otherwise stated, are from YouGov Plc. 
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About YouGov  

YouGov is an international, full service market research agency offering added value consultancy, 
qualitative research, field and tab services, syndicated products such as the daily brand perception 
tracker BrandIndex and social media analysis tool SoMA, fast turnaround omnibus and 
comprehensive SixthSense market intelligence reports. YouGov’s sector specialist teams serve 
financial, media, technology and telecoms, FMCG and public sector markets.  

YouGov is considered a pioneer of online market research and has a panel of 2.5 million people 
worldwide, including over 350,000 people in the UK representing all ages, socio-economic groups and 
other demographic types.  
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As the most quoted market research agency in the UK, YouGov has a well-documented and 
published track record illustrating the accuracy of its survey methods. 

For further information visit yougov.co.uk 
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