
YouGov / UNA Survey Results

Sample Size: 2337 GB Adults

Fieldwork: 11th - 12th June 2014

Total Con Lab
Lib 

Dem
UKIP Con Lab

Lib 

Dem
Male Female 18-24 25-39 40-59 60+ ABC1 C2DE London

Rest of 

South

Midlands / 

Wales
North Scotland

Weighted Sample 2337 X X X X 715 594 454 1134 1203 278 591 799 668 1332 1005 299 760 500 575 203

Unweighted Sample 2337 547 759 135 283 643 657 440 1152 1185 299 497 872 669 1476 861 406 671 463 503 294

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

Are you interested in foreign affairs?

Always 12 14 12 17 14 14 12 10 18 6 14 9 11 14 15 8 18 13 8 9 17

Most of the time 24 32 23 30 24 26 23 27 27 21 20 21 25 26 28 19 26 28 22 19 25

Some of the time 30 31 31 31 26 33 30 34 27 32 24 32 28 33 32 27 27 27 33 33 28

Now and then 16 14 18 12 17 15 17 16 13 19 12 14 19 15 13 20 13 16 18 17 13

Hardly ever 10 6 10 6 13 7 12 7 7 12 12 10 10 9 6 14 8 9 11 11 11

Never 5 2 5 1 3 3 5 3 4 6 5 7 6 2 3 8 2 4 6 7 4

Don’t know 3 1 1 3 4 2 2 3 3 4 12 6 1 0 3 4 6 3 2 4 2

Which two of the following are most important to you when 

deciding which party to support at a general election?

Economic issues 63 75 66 75 61 70 65 67 66 61 55 55 67 70 69 55 68 63 61 61 67

Local representatives and issues 22 19 27 26 17 17 27 29 20 24 18 23 24 22 21 24 21 19 24 22 33

Defence/security issues 18 29 13 12 27 30 14 11 21 16 12 13 16 28 17 20 13 19 23 17 14

Something else 17 10 18 16 29 15 19 16 18 15 15 16 20 14 18 15 16 16 19 17 15

Party leadership 14 23 14 7 14 18 14 13 13 16 14 12 16 15 15 14 15 16 14 12 16

Environmental issues 13 8 14 26 7 9 13 22 13 14 17 15 12 11 14 12 18 15 11 12 11

Foreign affairs 10 9 9 15 14 10 9 9 12 7 12 12 9 8 10 9 11 10 8 9 10

None 4 1 1 0 2 2 2 2 3 4 4 6 3 2 3 5 2 4 4 5 1

Don’t know 8 3 7 3 5 5 7 6 6 10 17 12 5 4 6 11 9 8 7 10 5

Which, if any, of these actions do you think is most likely 

for people in Britain to influence UK foreign policy?

Voting 37 45 41 35 42 43 41 31 37 36 32 36 35 40 40 33 38 39 36 34 36

Campaigning or supporting campaign groups 17 15 19 28 7 12 17 24 20 14 19 14 18 17 19 14 22 18 17 13 18

Engaging with my MP or a political party 8 12 7 16 5 10 8 10 9 7 10 9 7 8 10 6 10 7 8 9 9

None of the above – I don’t believe people in Britain can have 

an impact
24 18 19 14 36 23 22 22 24 24 13 21 27 27 21 27 17 23 24 28 24

Don’t know 14 8 14 7 9 11 12 12 10 18 27 19 12 8 10 20 13 14 16 16 13
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Which one of the following statements closely matches 

your view the most? The UK is…

A country that matters globally 39 55 39 52 23 48 38 41 37 41 42 38 39 39 44 32 39 42 41 36 33

Past its prime 23 12 24 15 39 18 26 24 25 22 14 21 25 27 22 25 23 21 21 26 28

A country that matters regionally 10 8 12 22 7 8 11 13 12 8 11 8 11 10 11 9 11 11 10 8 10

Still a great power 9 16 8 5 5 13 8 6 9 9 7 12 7 8 8 10 12 8 9 8 9

Irrelevant internationally 9 5 9 4 20 8 9 10 10 8 5 6 10 11 7 12 6 8 11 9 11

None of these 3 1 3 1 2 1 2 4 3 3 5 4 2 2 2 4 1 2 3 4 5

Don’t know 7 4 5 0 3 4 6 4 5 9 17 10 6 2 6 9 7 7 6 8 6

Which two or three things, if any, would most harm 

Britain’s ability to influence global affairs?

Not having a seat on the UN Security Council 42 54 41 48 33 47 41 49 46 38 35 34 42 53 46 36 44 44 44 37 39

Poor economic performance 35 36 39 35 38 36 36 37 34 36 33 28 37 40 36 33 37 34 37 33 39

Reduced military capacity 33 39 28 25 53 44 31 23 37 29 18 26 35 43 29 37 27 33 36 33 30

Withdrawal from the EU 32 24 46 62 7 19 38 49 33 31 39 35 30 28 38 25 41 32 27 29 39

Poor relationship with the US 31 39 30 27 32 37 31 30 27 36 28 32 33 31 33 29 33 30 35 30 31

Reduced diplomatic capacity 18 18 18 26 13 16 16 23 18 17 20 17 17 18 19 15 14 21 17 16 16

Not having nuclear weapons 13 19 8 10 24 19 10 9 18 7 11 14 12 13 12 14 10 13 11 13 17

None of the above 4 2 3 2 6 3 4 2 4 3 6 3 4 3 3 5 4 3 3 6 5

Don’t know 11 5 9 4 9 8 10 9 7 15 17 19 9 5 8 16 10 11 12 13 8

What are the three biggest threats currently facing the UK?

Immigration 55 62 47 30 90 69 52 40 51 58 35 42 62 66 51 60 44 55 63 55 50

Financial instability 53 47 63 58 43 46 61 59 53 53 51 55 56 48 55 50 56 52 50 53 59

Being drawn into military action not directly related to UK 

interests
50 51 47 43 62 53 48 53 49 50 34 39 51 64 47 53 49 50 47 50 55

Terrorist groups 47 60 44 46 58 61 46 42 48 46 25 41 47 63 47 48 45 49 51 46 42

Climate change 20 14 26 34 6 11 22 32 22 18 29 21 19 16 24 14 25 21 18 17 20

Disruption of trade 14 17 16 24 4 14 13 19 17 12 18 15 14 13 16 12 16 15 14 13 17

Conflict with a major power 8 8 8 13 5 7 10 9 7 9 11 10 7 7 8 8 5 8 6 9 13

Failed states 5 6 5 8 3 7 5 4 8 3 6 6 5 4 7 3 8 6 4 3 6

Nuclear attack 3 2 3 3 3 2 4 4 2 3 2 4 2 3 2 3 3 2 3 3 1

None of the above 2 2 1 2 1 1 3 1 2 2 7 2 2 1 2 3 3 2 1 3 2

Don’t know 6 3 4 3 2 4 3 4 4 7 14 11 3 1 5 7 6 5 6 7 5
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British foreign policy should… (Please select one of the 

statements)

Focus on all matters of direct importance to this country, which 

includes spreading British values and building British prosperity
28 41 21 21 37 41 23 19 27 28 19 23 31 31 28 28 21 28 33 28 22

Focus only on issues of immediate and direct concern to this 

country
22 22 21 10 44 26 24 14 24 20 13 16 24 29 18 27 18 20 22 28 23

Take a broader view of national interest, and tackle long-term 

challenges such as climate change and reducing global conflict 

and poverty

21 15 28 40 6 13 24 33 22 20 24 24 20 18 25 16 29 22 18 16 27

Be grounded in ethical considerations and international law, 

recognising that global interest and national interest are usually 

one and the same

16 13 18 25 6 12 18 23 15 16 18 17 13 16 19 11 21 17 15 12 17

None of these 3 1 3 2 1 1 3 2 3 2 6 3 3 1 2 4 2 3 2 3 3

Don’t know 11 8 9 1 6 8 9 9 9 13 20 17 8 5 8 14 9 11 11 13 8

Which of the following statements most closely describes 

your view of the UK Foreign & Commonwealth Office?

Very positive 2 5 2 3 0 4 2 1 3 1 5 3 2 1 3 1 3 3 1 2 2

Positive 19 34 14 34 10 29 14 21 22 17 20 18 18 21 22 15 21 23 19 14 17

TOTAL POSITIVE 21 39 16 37 10 33 16 22 25 18 25 21 20 22 25 16 24 26 20 16 19

Neutral 41 42 46 45 30 38 46 46 40 42 30 37 46 42 43 38 41 39 41 40 44

Negative 14 6 15 9 32 11 15 12 16 11 7 10 14 20 12 16 15 13 12 15 13

Very Negative 5 3 4 3 15 5 5 3 7 4 4 3 7 6 4 8 5 3 5 7 8

TOTAL NEGATIVE 19 9 19 12 47 16 20 15 23 15 11 13 21 26 16 24 20 16 17 22 21

Don’t know 19 10 19 7 13 14 18 16 12 25 34 29 14 10 15 23 15 18 20 21 16
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Which of the following do you think the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office (FCO) does? (Please tick all that 

apply)

Protect UK citizens abroad 52 67 52 67 47 63 53 57 56 50 38 41 56 65 59 44 56 54 53 46 57

Foster good relationship with other countries 50 63 49 71 42 60 48 56 53 46 32 37 53 64 57 41 58 52 49 43 52

Champion British interests abroad 44 57 41 59 37 54 41 50 50 39 30 30 49 57 50 36 47 49 44 33 54

Increase trade with Britain 40 53 37 57 36 50 36 44 45 35 28 28 44 50 45 33 41 43 39 33 46

Secure international agreements 34 46 33 42 28 41 34 36 39 30 27 28 37 40 38 29 37 36 35 28 37

Improve human rights abroad 23 28 26 37 13 26 25 26 23 22 23 21 24 24 26 19 25 23 25 19 23

Prevent conflict 17 22 16 27 10 20 16 18 18 16 17 17 16 18 19 14 21 19 15 14 15

Build stable societies overseas 17 21 18 23 10 19 19 15 18 15 17 14 19 16 19 14 19 18 17 13 17

Support global efforts to address climate change 16 20 16 26 14 16 18 18 16 15 14 15 15 17 18 12 19 16 16 14 16

Promote arms control 10 12 10 17 6 12 11 8 10 9 11 11 8 10 11 7 13 9 8 10 10

Something else 3 3 3 1 2 2 4 2 4 2 4 2 3 2 3 3 4 3 2 2 4

Don’t know 28 17 25 13 33 20 25 23 23 33 46 40 23 15 21 37 23 27 27 34 24

Below are the FCO’s current priorities. Which one of them 

do you think is most important?

Security - Safeguard Britain’s national security by countering 

terrorism and weapons proliferation and working to reduce 

conflict.

44 47 45 42 55 48 47 44 40 47 26 35 45 58 43 45 40 43 49 44 38

Prosperity - Build Britain’s prosperity by increasing exports and 

investment, opening markets, ensuring access to resources 

and promoting sustainable growth.

32 36 32 49 23 32 28 37 35 28 36 33 31 29 34 28 34 34 28 29 34

Consular - Support British nationals around the world through 

modern and efficient consular services.
9 9 10 6 7 8 11 8 11 7 7 9 10 8 9 8 12 8 8 9 11

None of these 3 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 3 5 2 4 2 3 3 3 2 4 3 3

Don’t know 13 6 11 1 12 10 11 9 11 15 26 21 10 4 11 16 11 13 11 15 14

Do you agree with the following statements? The United 

Nations (UN) is of value to…? (Please tick all that apply)

People around the world 61 66 66 85 45 60 65 71 62 60 53 58 60 67 67 53 62 64 61 54 66

People in poor countries 31 32 33 38 20 31 32 32 30 31 35 33 29 30 33 27 33 30 36 27 28

People in the UK 18 16 23 35 6 15 20 24 18 18 23 21 16 16 22 13 19 20 18 15 19

Me personally 9 6 12 22 2 6 11 15 10 9 14 13 8 5 12 5 9 11 7 9 9

None of these 12 11 9 2 28 14 10 7 15 9 7 6 16 15 10 15 13 11 11 13 14

Don’t know 13 7 12 2 15 10 11 11 10 16 24 19 10 8 10 18 11 13 10 19 9
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When, if in any, of these situations, do you think it is right 

to send British troops to take military action? (Please tick 

all that apply)

When UK territory is threatened 71 79 68 81 80 81 66 73 72 70 60 65 73 78 71 71 69 73 73 69 69

To protect British nationals abroad 52 62 51 57 60 61 50 52 57 48 49 49 54 55 54 51 49 54 54 52 51

As part of a peacekeeping mission 47 51 51 67 36 48 48 54 52 42 40 43 49 49 51 41 48 50 41 44 52

For humanitarian reasons 43 43 49 55 33 43 47 48 45 40 39 44 47 38 47 37 46 44 42 40 45

To prevent or halt genocide 43 46 45 57 29 45 43 49 46 40 47 45 44 38 47 38 50 43 42 37 49

Whenever it serves British interests 30 39 24 23 42 41 27 19 32 27 24 33 29 30 30 29 23 29 34 30 28

When it is in broader global interests 19 25 19 29 8 21 19 26 24 15 24 27 18 12 22 16 21 20 19 18 22

None of these 3 3 3 2 1 2 3 3 4 3 6 2 3 3 3 3 4 3 2 4 3

Don’t know 7 4 6 5 4 5 7 7 6 9 16 13 4 3 6 9 8 6 8 8 8

Do you agree with any of the following? The UK’s nuclear 

weapons…? (Please tick all that apply)

Keep us safe 36 54 32 36 45 52 33 28 44 28 27 31 38 42 37 35 33 37 41 35 31

Cost too much 32 19 39 47 27 18 40 44 35 28 30 25 34 35 33 30 36 31 28 30 43

Give us power 24 34 22 26 27 32 22 17 31 17 25 25 23 23 27 20 23 26 24 21 26

Support our allies 22 34 18 21 27 33 19 19 28 16 19 15 21 29 24 19 20 23 24 17 24

Make others want them 20 14 23 33 15 15 21 30 23 17 20 21 20 19 22 18 24 19 21 18 22

Create jobs 19 30 15 22 19 27 15 17 25 14 20 17 20 20 21 17 18 20 17 18 26

Makes us vulnerable 9 3 14 12 4 4 14 10 8 10 12 9 10 8 9 10 11 8 9 8 15

Damage our reputation 9 2 11 9 5 3 10 12 10 8 20 12 6 5 11 7 12 8 8 8 17

None of these 5 4 7 2 8 4 6 5 5 6 6 4 7 5 5 6 7 5 5 7 3

Don’t know 16 13 13 9 9 15 13 13 9 23 23 24 13 11 13 20 16 16 16 19 11

Which one of the following statements most closely 

matches your view? The UK’s overseas aid is…?

A luxury we can’t afford 18 17 17 8 31 22 18 14 19 18 7 18 21 19 16 21 13 16 20 22 17

Misused or abused 15 19 13 8 21 18 13 11 15 15 7 11 15 21 14 15 15 14 14 16 14

A moral choice to help those in need 14 13 19 22 3 10 16 20 14 15 19 16 13 12 17 11 19 13 14 13 16

Well-meaning but ineffective 12 16 11 22 5 13 10 14 12 13 17 14 11 10 14 11 12 14 15 8 13

A big con than benefits corrupt individuals 12 11 8 4 30 14 10 9 13 10 3 5 14 19 10 14 10 14 10 12 11

An international obligation the UK should fulfil 9 8 11 21 2 7 11 13 8 9 11 7 9 9 11 6 11 9 6 8 11

An outdated means to fight poverty 4 5 3 3 2 5 4 3 3 5 6 4 4 3 4 3 3 4 5 3 5

A good investment for the UK 3 3 4 3 0 2 4 3 4 1 3 3 3 2 3 2 4 2 2 2 4

A means of controlling poorer nations 2 1 2 2 0 1 2 1 2 1 3 3 1 0 2 1 2 1 2 1 1

A source of national pride 1 1 2 3 1 1 2 3 1 2 1 2 2 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 1

None of these 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 4 2 1 0 1 2 1 2 1 2 0

Don’t know 9 5 8 1 3 6 9 7 7 12 20 15 6 4 7 12 9 9 9 11 8
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