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UKIP ahead of Tories on immigration: poll 

The Conservative party continues to trail UKIP on the issue of immigration, despite David 
Cameron announcing plans for tougher rules for migrants claiming benefits in the UK, 
according to new YouGov research. 

Almost a quarter (24%) of the public say they trust UKIP the most to deal with immigration, 
compared to just under a fifth (19%) for the Conservatives, 12% for the Labour Party and 
only one in twenty (5%) for the Lib Dems.  

However, following the government’s proposals to restrict migrants’ access to benefits there 
has been a 4% increase in those who would put their faith in the Conservative party to deal 
with immigration, compared to the beginning of this month. Conversely, UKIP has seen a 4% 
decrease over the same period, but remains the leading party on this issue. 

Government’s immigration proposals well-received 

An overwhelming majority of Brits of all political persuasions support the proposed 
immigration policies that the Prime Minister outlined in his speech earlier this week.  

Government plans to increase fines for companies that employ illegal immigrants is the most 
popular policy, with almost nine in ten (86%) in favour. Meanwhile, 81% of Brits support 
stopping people that have lived in Britain for less than two years being able to apply for a 
council house, and fining landlords who rent homes to illegal immigrants. 

Seven in ten (70%) Brits support allowing European migrants to claim jobseekers allowance 
for more than six months only if they have a “realistic prospect” of finding work. Nearly one 
fifth (18%) oppose this policy. 
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Notes to editors:  

Sample size was 2,047 GB adults aged 18+. Fieldwork was undertaken 25th – 26th March. The 
survey was carried out online. All figures, unless otherwise stated, are from YouGov Plc.  
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Harris MacLeod, PR Executive 
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E: harris.macleod@yougov.com  

About YouGov  

YouGov is an international, full service market research agency offering added value consultancy, 
qualitative research, field and tab services, syndicated products such as the daily brand perception 
tracker BrandIndex and social media analysis tool SoMA, fast turnaround omnibus and 
comprehensive SixthSense market intelligence reports. YouGov’s sector specialist teams serve 
financial, media, technology and telecoms, FMCG and public sector markets. YouGov is considered a 
pioneer of online market research and has a panel of 2.5 million people worldwide, including over 
350,000 people in the UK representing all ages, socio-economic groups and other demographic 
types. As the most quoted market research agency in the UK, YouGov has a well-documented and 
published track record illustrating the accuracy of its survey methods.  
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