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51% of teachers pessimistic about improving pupil achievement 
Six in ten teachers support Gove’s decision to scrap EBacc plans 

 
More than half (51%) of teachers in England and Wales are pessimistic that students’ level 
of achievement will improve in the next three years, YouGov’s latest TeacherTrack survey 
reveals. The research finds that fewer than three in ten (28%) are optimistic levels of 
achievement will be better three years from now.  

YouGov’s results suggest teachers’ morale has a bearing on how they see pupil outcomes 
changing over the coming years. Seven out of ten people in the teaching profession with low 
morale are pessimistic about their students’ outcomes as opposed to 26% of teachers 
whose morale is high.  Just 15% of those experiencing low morale in the classroom think 
student achievement will be better in three years’ time against 47% of teachers with high 
morale.  

Overall, the TeacherTrack survey shows 44% of teachers have low and 27% have high 
morale. Three quarters (75%) feel under excessive pressure in their position but nearly six in 
ten (58%) are satisfied with their job and 40% are dissatisfied. There are mixed views from 
teachers on the attractiveness of entering the profession, with 42% who would recommend 
being a teacher as a great thing to do and 39% who would not recommend this. 

The nationally representative poll of 796 primary and secondary school teachers in England 
and Wales also found that six in ten (60%) support Michael Gove’s decision to abandon 
plans of a new English Baccalaureate (EBacc) qualification that would have replaced 
GCSEs. Only 12% of teachers are unhappy about the Education Secretary’s u-turn. 

Secondary school teachers, who are the most affected by this change in policy, more 
strongly support the government’s decision with two thirds (66%) backing the Secretary of 
State’s move, compared to just over one in ten (11%) that are unhappy about it. 

Ian Neale, YouGov Associate Director, said: “It is worrying that teachers with low morale are 
so much more pessimistic about the outcomes for their pupils over the next few years. This 
perhaps points to the fact that the stress teachers feel is influencing their outlook on the 
profession. The reversal over the EBacc will help in this area, making teachers feel the 
Government is listening to them more. However, the excessive pressure teachers feel and 
the sizable number with low morale suggest the Secretary of State has a tough job on his 
hands to invigorate the sector.” 

Methodology  
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Notes to editors: 
 
Total sample size was 796 teaching professionals in the UK. The sample covers both primary and 
secondary school teachers and job roles from Head Teacher down to classroom teacher. Fieldwork 
was undertaken from 20th - 26th February 2013. The survey was carried out online. All figures, unless 
otherwise stated, are from YouGov Plc.  
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About Teacher Track 

Teacher Track is a fast turnaround survey that enables you to access up-to-the-minute views from 
teachers on a range of topical issues. The survey runs on an omnibus, so you pay-per-question, 
which allows you to gain insight without having to commission a full survey or research project.  

YouGov‘s experienced Public Sector team provide advice and guidance on question wording, and our 
statistical teams provide a comprehensive set of results for your use. Our teacher panel represents 
the whole teaching workforce: from experienced teachers to newly qualified classroom teachers, 
drawn from a sample of maintained, academy and independent primary and secondary schools in the 
UK.  

About YouGov  

YouGov is an international, full service market research agency offering added value consultancy, 
qualitative research, field and tab services, syndicated products such as the daily brand perception 
tracker BrandIndex and social media analysis tool SoMA, fast turnaround omnibus and 
comprehensive SixthSense market intelligence reports. YouGov’s sector specialist teams serve 
financial, media, technology and telecoms, FMCG and public sector markets.  

YouGov is considered a pioneer of online market research and has a panel of 2.5 million people 
worldwide, including over 350,000 people in the UK representing all ages, socio-economic groups and 
other demographic types.  

As the most quoted market research agency in the UK, YouGov has a well-documented and 
published track record illustrating the accuracy of its survey methods. 

For further information visit yougov.co.uk 
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