
YouGov Survey Results

Sample Size: 1075 Adults in Scotland

Fieldwork: 2nd - 10th February 2026

Total Con Lab LD SNP Remain Leave Yes No Male Female 16-24 25-49 50-64 65+ Higher Intermediate Routine
North East 

Scotland

Highlands 

& Islands

South 

Scotland

West 

Scotland
Central

Mid - 

Scotland & 

Fife

Lothians Glasgow

Weighted Sample 1075 96 268 74 228 523 262 377 468 515 560 131 419 272 253 356 213 342 171 113 146 122 126 135 154 108

Unweighted Sample 1075 101 303 82 243 549 270 319 466 475 600 103 367 284 321 418 230 276 150 103 165 118 122 129 169 119

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

Independence Referendum Vote

[Excluding those who would not vote, don't know, or 

refused]

Yes 50 2 32 20 94 55 30 82 23 50 49 56 59 54 27 43 42 57 53 59 39 37 52 44 51 66

No 50 98 68 80 6 45 70 18 77 50 51 44 41 46 73 57 58 43 47 41 61 63 48 56 49 34

Should Scotland be an independent country?

Yes 41 2 27 16 88 48 25 71 20 44 39 43 48 46 24 37 34 49 42 44 32 31 47 37 43 58

No 42 95 58 64 5 40 59 15 69 44 40 34 34 38 64 50 48 36 37 31 51 53 44 47 41 30

Would not vote 4 0 1 3 0 1 5 5 1 3 6 7 5 2 5 2 4 5 8 6 6 3 1 3 4 2

Don't know 11 3 14 17 7 11 10 9 9 9 13 14 11 13 7 10 13 9 11 20 9 12 9 12 9 8

Refused 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 3 0 0 1 2 1 2 0 2 0 0 1 2 2

Do you approve or disapprove of the following?

The UK Government's record to date

Approve 9 3 17 11 7 11 3 4 10 12 7 15 10 8 7 11 9 7 4 3 9 8 16 12 11 14

Disapprove 77 86 73 80 79 76 89 85 77 81 74 72 72 81 84 77 76 81 80 74 79 75 74 77 80 76

Don't know 13 10 10 9 14 14 7 10 13 8 19 13 18 10 9 12 16 12 16 23 12 17 11 11 9 10

The Scottish Government's record to date

Approve 28 3 20 12 60 32 14 41 15 30 26 40 30 28 19 30 24 26 32 18 23 23 34 22 31 40

Disapprove 54 89 69 77 24 52 72 44 70 58 50 30 48 57 73 55 56 58 48 51 59 63 50 62 54 40

Don't know 18 9 11 11 16 16 14 16 15 13 23 30 23 15 9 15 21 16 19 31 18 14 16 15 15 20

Do you have a favourable or unfavourable 

opinion of the following?

John Swinney

Very favourable 7 1 2 1 24 11 2 13 3 9 6 6 5 7 11 9 8 6 8 5 7 4 8 9 9 7

Somewhat favourable 26 3 23 25 46 29 15 35 17 30 23 43 24 30 17 25 25 25 19 28 23 23 39 23 24 39

TOTAL FAVOURABLE 33 4 25 26 70 40 17 48 20 39 29 49 29 37 28 34 33 31 27 33 30 27 47 32 33 46

Somewhat unfavourable 20 17 27 26 12 20 21 22 21 18 22 13 21 22 19 20 23 18 22 15 22 23 18 22 18 18

Very unfavourable 30 75 38 41 6 26 49 15 46 35 25 16 22 33 46 32 30 32 29 26 32 39 28 33 30 21

TOTAL UNFAVOURABLE 50 92 65 67 18 46 70 37 67 53 47 29 43 55 65 52 53 50 51 41 54 62 46 55 48 39

Don't know 17 3 10 7 11 14 13 14 13 8 24 21 27 8 7 15 14 19 23 26 16 11 8 14 20 15

Scottish RegionVote in 2024 GE EU Ref 2016
Indy Ref 

2014
Gender Age

Socio-economic classification 

(NS-SEC)
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Russell Findlay

Very favourable 2 9 2 0 0 1 3 2 2 3 1 2 1 2 4 2 1 2 2 2 2 5 1 1 2 1

Somewhat favourable 9 32 12 25 2 9 16 4 17 12 7 4 5 11 18 14 10 7 7 7 7 19 9 6 11 10

TOTAL FAVOURABLE 11 41 14 25 2 10 19 6 19 15 8 6 6 13 22 16 11 9 9 9 9 24 10 7 13 11

Somewhat unfavourable 12 13 15 16 10 12 13 14 11 13 11 9 10 10 17 13 13 9 9 11 12 13 9 12 13 14

Very unfavourable 17 6 15 10 30 21 14 24 13 24 11 20 15 22 14 15 13 22 20 16 19 15 24 9 17 15

TOTAL UNFAVOURABLE 29 19 30 26 40 33 27 38 24 37 22 29 25 32 31 28 26 31 29 27 31 28 33 21 30 29

Don't know 60 41 56 48 58 57 55 57 57 49 70 65 69 55 48 56 63 60 61 63 60 49 57 72 56 59

Anas Sarwar

Very favourable 3 1 6 5 0 3 2 1 4 3 3 2 2 2 5 3 3 3 2 2 3 0 0 3 3 7

Somewhat favourable 16 18 29 25 11 19 17 12 23 20 14 16 13 18 21 21 18 11 9 11 16 24 18 23 18 14

TOTAL FAVOURABLE 19 19 35 30 11 22 19 13 27 23 17 18 15 20 26 24 21 14 11 13 19 24 18 26 21 21

Somewhat unfavourable 24 27 22 33 29 25 23 25 24 28 22 31 18 26 30 24 27 22 20 25 26 30 25 28 19 25

Very unfavourable 28 34 18 22 36 26 38 36 25 33 23 19 26 36 27 24 27 32 31 23 24 25 40 19 27 33

TOTAL UNFAVOURABLE 52 61 40 55 65 51 61 61 49 61 45 50 44 62 57 48 54 54 51 48 50 55 65 47 46 58

Don't know 29 19 25 15 23 26 20 27 25 17 39 33 41 18 17 28 25 31 37 39 31 21 16 25 33 21

Alex Cole-Hamilton

Very favourable 2 0 1 11 1 2 2 1 2 2 2 3 1 2 4 2 1 1 1 4 0 2 1 0 7 0

Somewhat favourable 9 19 12 30 4 11 8 5 13 11 7 12 5 10 15 13 9 5 9 11 11 9 9 6 10 11

TOTAL FAVOURABLE 11 19 13 41 5 13 10 6 15 13 9 15 6 12 19 15 10 6 10 15 11 11 10 6 17 11

Somewhat unfavourable 12 18 14 11 13 10 16 12 12 13 10 17 9 11 14 13 12 10 13 12 9 14 5 16 11 13

Very unfavourable 14 12 11 3 21 14 17 20 11 18 10 7 12 19 14 11 12 19 15 12 15 13 20 8 15 9

TOTAL UNFAVOURABLE 26 30 25 14 34 24 33 32 23 31 20 24 21 30 28 24 24 29 28 24 24 27 25 24 26 22

Don't know 63 51 62 46 60 63 57 62 62 56 71 62 74 57 54 61 67 65 62 61 65 63 65 69 57 66

Ross Greer

Very favourable 2 0 1 2 4 3 0 3 1 2 3 7 3 1 1 3 0 1 0 4 2 4 1 1 4 5

Somewhat favourable 8 3 5 7 17 8 3 9 4 11 5 14 7 6 8 10 4 5 7 6 8 8 9 2 9 14

TOTAL FAVOURABLE 10 3 6 9 21 11 3 12 5 13 8 21 10 7 9 13 4 6 7 10 10 12 10 3 13 19

Somewhat unfavourable 8 9 7 14 8 10 6 8 7 8 7 9 5 10 8 9 9 4 11 3 5 12 4 7 10 7

Very unfavourable 20 36 25 26 10 18 35 16 27 28 13 15 18 21 26 22 20 23 14 24 21 27 25 19 18 15

TOTAL UNFAVOURABLE 28 45 32 40 18 28 41 24 34 36 20 24 23 31 34 31 29 27 25 27 26 39 29 26 28 22

Don't know 62 52 61 51 61 61 57 64 61 51 72 55 67 61 59 56 66 67 68 63 63 49 60 71 59 60

Gillian Mackay

Very favourable 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 2 6 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 2 3 1 2 0 3 1

Somewhat favourable 5 1 3 10 11 6 2 6 3 6 4 7 4 5 5 6 6 3 6 3 5 9 5 1 3 10

TOTAL FAVOURABLE 6 1 4 10 12 7 2 7 3 7 6 13 5 6 6 7 6 4 7 5 8 10 7 1 6 11

Somewhat unfavourable 7 11 8 3 6 7 8 8 6 8 6 6 6 8 8 8 6 7 8 4 7 12 6 4 8 7

Very unfavourable 12 25 16 8 7 10 21 10 15 16 8 8 12 13 12 11 11 14 14 6 13 7 16 15 11 10

TOTAL UNFAVOURABLE 19 36 24 11 13 17 29 18 21 24 14 14 18 21 20 19 17 21 22 10 20 19 22 19 19 17

Don't know 75 63 71 79 74 76 70 75 75 68 81 73 77 73 74 73 77 76 72 85 72 72 72 80 76 73
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Kenny MacAskill

Very favourable 1 1 0 0 2 1 0 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 0 1 1 2

Somewhat favourable 10 7 13 13 18 15 8 14 10 12 9 5 6 15 15 14 11 9 8 12 11 14 10 8 9 12

TOTAL FAVOURABLE 11 8 13 13 20 16 8 16 11 13 10 7 7 16 17 15 12 10 9 13 14 15 10 9 10 14

Somewhat unfavourable 18 22 23 20 20 20 21 18 20 22 14 15 13 21 25 18 20 18 18 7 20 25 20 24 14 15

Very unfavourable 13 32 17 17 7 13 22 8 21 18 9 7 12 15 18 16 12 15 13 12 11 17 17 13 12 11

TOTAL UNFAVOURABLE 31 54 40 37 27 33 43 26 41 40 23 22 25 36 43 34 32 33 31 19 31 42 37 37 26 26

Don't know 57 37 47 50 53 51 49 58 48 47 66 71 69 48 40 52 56 57 60 68 55 43 53 54 64 61

Malcolm Offord

Very favourable 1 7 1 0 0 1 4 0 3 2 1 1 1 3 2 1 3 2 2 2 1 2 1 1 2 1

Somewhat favourable 3 7 5 4 0 1 8 2 4 3 2 2 2 1 6 2 4 3 3 6 1 7 1 3 1 1

TOTAL FAVOURABLE 4 14 6 4 0 2 12 2 7 5 3 3 3 4 8 3 7 5 5 8 2 9 2 4 3 2

Somewhat unfavourable 7 10 6 14 4 7 8 6 8 8 6 1 6 7 11 8 6 8 7 8 8 11 5 4 5 7

Very unfavourable 16 10 16 11 25 17 15 20 12 22 10 19 13 19 14 16 16 16 16 8 18 9 24 13 17 17

TOTAL UNFAVOURABLE 23 20 22 25 29 24 23 26 20 30 16 20 19 26 25 24 22 24 23 16 26 20 29 17 22 24

Don't know 73 66 71 71 70 73 65 71 73 65 81 77 78 70 67 73 72 71 72 76 72 71 68 79 75 74

Keir Starmer

Very favourable 2 0 4 3 0 2 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 2 2 1 0 2 1 3 2 3 1 2

Somewhat favourable 15 6 25 20 17 22 6 13 19 17 14 13 16 14 17 21 16 9 10 13 14 12 19 21 17 19

TOTAL FAVOURABLE 17 6 29 23 17 24 8 14 21 18 16 14 18 15 19 23 18 10 10 15 15 15 21 24 18 21

Somewhat unfavourable 28 18 28 26 33 29 17 33 23 28 28 38 31 24 23 30 21 29 32 20 26 27 32 20 34 32

Very unfavourable 47 73 39 47 41 41 68 47 50 50 45 40 38 56 56 40 51 54 53 44 52 53 45 48 41 39

TOTAL UNFAVOURABLE 75 91 67 73 74 70 85 80 73 78 73 78 69 80 79 70 72 83 85 64 78 80 77 68 75 71

Don't know 8 3 4 4 8 6 6 7 6 4 11 8 13 4 3 7 10 8 5 21 8 4 3 8 8 8

Kemi Badenoch

Very favourable 2 10 3 2 1 1 6 1 3 2 3 2 1 2 6 3 4 2 2 2 5 3 3 2 0 1

Somewhat favourable 17 59 13 15 6 15 26 10 24 18 16 8 13 19 25 17 19 13 18 18 17 22 13 18 13 15

TOTAL FAVOURABLE 19 69 16 17 7 16 32 11 27 20 19 10 14 21 31 20 23 15 20 20 22 25 16 20 13 16

Somewhat unfavourable 22 14 28 27 21 21 27 23 21 24 19 25 19 23 24 23 24 21 17 18 23 24 22 27 24 18

Very unfavourable 36 10 38 46 52 43 23 41 34 42 30 42 35 39 31 38 32 35 32 31 36 34 41 33 41 42

TOTAL UNFAVOURABLE 58 24 66 73 73 64 50 64 55 66 49 67 54 62 55 61 56 56 49 49 59 58 63 60 65 60

Don't know 23 9 19 10 20 20 19 25 19 14 32 24 32 17 15 19 22 29 30 31 19 17 20 20 22 24

Nigel Farage

Very favourable 9 24 10 8 2 4 23 5 14 14 5 6 7 13 12 8 12 12 7 16 6 20 7 11 4 9

Somewhat favourable 12 25 14 13 4 7 24 10 15 11 13 8 8 15 17 11 12 14 15 7 17 13 9 17 9 6

TOTAL FAVOURABLE 21 49 24 21 6 11 47 15 29 25 18 14 15 28 29 19 24 26 22 23 23 33 16 28 13 15

Somewhat unfavourable 10 14 10 8 7 11 12 11 11 9 11 5 9 13 11 11 11 10 7 10 10 9 10 13 12 11

Very unfavourable 60 29 61 72 79 71 31 65 52 61 59 75 62 57 51 64 53 53 57 49 57 55 71 51 70 65

TOTAL UNFAVOURABLE 70 43 71 80 86 82 43 76 63 70 70 80 71 70 62 75 64 63 64 59 67 64 81 64 82 76

Don't know 9 9 5 0 7 6 10 9 7 5 12 6 14 2 9 7 11 11 14 19 10 3 3 7 5 9
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Ed Davey

Very favourable 4 0 3 18 2 4 2 3 3 4 3 7 2 3 5 4 2 3 1 7 1 4 5 3 6 4

Somewhat favourable 21 22 25 37 22 27 15 19 23 23 19 25 14 24 27 27 21 15 16 18 23 19 22 18 27 23

TOTAL FAVOURABLE 25 22 28 55 24 31 17 22 26 27 22 32 16 27 32 31 23 18 17 25 24 23 27 21 33 27

Somewhat unfavourable 19 26 22 11 22 17 23 21 19 24 14 17 17 23 20 20 17 20 23 13 22 23 22 17 12 19

Very unfavourable 16 29 15 11 12 13 26 15 18 22 10 10 13 20 19 12 20 19 16 21 15 19 13 16 15 14

TOTAL UNFAVOURABLE 35 55 37 22 34 30 49 36 37 46 24 27 30 43 39 32 37 39 39 34 37 42 35 33 27 33

Don't know 41 23 35 22 42 40 35 43 36 27 53 41 55 31 28 38 41 43 45 41 38 36 39 46 40 40

Which of the following do you think would make 

the best First Minister of Scotland?

John Swinney 32 6 21 24 66 36 21 46 18 40 25 52 30 35 24 30 29 33 25 32 25 26 43 34 33 45

Russell Findlay 16 51 23 19 2 16 24 7 27 21 12 13 9 17 30 20 17 14 14 11 16 29 18 13 17 12

Not sure 45 31 47 52 26 42 48 40 48 33 56 30 55 45 36 41 47 47 53 50 55 40 31 46 45 33

Refused 7 12 9 5 6 7 7 6 8 7 7 5 7 4 11 9 8 5 8 8 4 5 9 7 4 11

Which of the following do you think would make 

the best First Minister of Scotland?

John Swinney 32 7 16 16 72 35 22 48 18 37 27 47 30 35 24 30 29 33 26 34 25 24 40 30 32 48

Anas Sarwar 19 35 35 38 3 20 22 8 30 25 15 20 14 22 25 25 17 15 12 16 17 26 21 24 24 17

Not sure 43 52 37 46 23 39 50 40 45 34 52 28 53 37 42 39 49 45 54 47 53 40 35 41 39 32

Refused 5 5 11 1 3 5 6 4 7 4 6 5 4 6 8 6 5 7 8 3 5 11 4 5 4 3

Which of the following do you think would make 

the best First Minister of Scotland?

Russell Findlay 14 37 14 10 11 13 22 12 19 18 10 7 10 15 23 13 15 18 18 13 11 21 15 13 11 11

Anas Sarwar 20 7 32 32 18 22 13 15 21 25 16 38 16 20 19 26 15 15 14 15 23 22 19 20 27 25

Not sure 59 48 46 54 64 57 58 67 52 52 66 52 69 57 49 53 65 61 59 68 62 52 61 60 58 55

Refused 6 8 8 5 8 8 6 6 7 5 8 4 5 8 9 8 6 6 10 4 5 6 5 7 5 8

Which of the following do you think would make 

the best First Minister of Scotland?

John Swinney 32 6 24 24 65 37 19 45 19 40 24 50 29 34 23 30 27 32 23 31 26 27 42 32 31 47

Malcolm Offord 10 29 14 12 1 7 21 4 17 15 6 9 7 11 16 12 10 11 9 11 5 19 12 12 8 9

Not sure 49 54 50 55 24 44 52 40 54 37 60 40 58 42 46 48 52 48 56 49 60 45 38 46 55 35

Refused 9 12 12 8 10 12 9 11 10 8 10 1 6 12 14 10 10 10 13 9 9 8 7 11 6 9
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Which of the following do you think would make 

the best First Minister of Scotland?

Russell Findlay 15 31 19 23 10 15 18 10 19 20 11 21 9 18 20 18 12 14 12 15 15 22 14 12 17 16

Malcolm Offord 5 9 5 1 1 2 10 3 6 7 3 8 3 4 7 4 5 6 5 8 4 6 6 5 3 4

Not sure 73 54 70 69 82 76 66 79 68 67 79 67 82 71 65 71 78 74 77 72 73 69 71 79 74 68

Refused 7 6 6 7 7 7 6 7 7 6 7 4 6 7 8 7 5 7 6 5 7 3 9 4 6 12

Which of the following do you think would make 

the best First Minister of Scotland?

Anas Sarwar 22 19 33 41 18 25 13 15 25 26 17 34 17 23 22 29 13 17 13 18 23 26 17 25 29 25

Malcolm Offord 10 22 9 3 3 6 20 7 12 13 7 11 8 10 13 8 12 13 10 14 8 16 12 6 6 10

Not sure 62 51 50 50 71 61 59 73 54 55 68 54 70 57 57 56 66 62 67 63 61 56 63 63 60 58

Refused 7 7 8 6 8 8 7 5 9 6 8 1 6 10 8 7 9 7 10 5 8 3 9 6 5 7

Which parties would you ideally like to see form 

the Scottish Government after the Scottish 

Parliament elections in May 2026? Please select 

all that apply.

Scottish National Party (SNP) 35 2 23 13 81 42 17 53 20 39 32 47 34 38 27 33 32 36 33 35 29 25 45 31 37 47

Green Party 19 0 11 23 29 18 3 19 9 17 20 48 23 9 7 18 14 13 22 15 19 11 12 14 27 27

Reform UK 18 42 23 14 3 10 43 12 27 24 13 13 14 22 24 19 23 20 17 21 18 32 15 21 11 14

Labour Party 17 7 42 22 4 20 12 8 22 18 15 21 15 15 18 20 20 11 12 12 12 19 22 21 22 13

Liberal Democrats 16 11 20 64 6 20 9 13 18 14 17 22 16 13 16 16 20 8 11 27 9 19 11 16 25 11

Conservative Party 13 64 11 15 2 12 19 3 23 14 11 8 7 10 27 17 13 10 15 13 17 18 13 11 10 4

Alba Party 4 1 3 0 6 4 4 6 3 5 3 3 4 4 3 2 7 3 5 2 4 3 5 4 3 5

Some other party 3 4 1 1 1 3 3 2 4 5 2 4 4 4 1 2 5 3 2 2 6 1 4 2 4 5

Don't know 19 11 16 9 9 16 20 19 17 11 25 13 25 16 14 18 16 21 22 21 21 17 10 19 21 16
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And which parties would you not like to see as 

part of the Scottish Government after the 

Scottish Parliament elections in May 2026? 

Please select all that apply.

Reform UK 53 26 55 67 74 64 27 57 47 52 53 73 52 49 48 57 50 45 53 41 50 40 55 52 66 64

Conservative Party 47 2 45 39 72 51 28 57 34 50 44 69 47 49 32 43 45 44 42 47 41 36 57 42 52 57

Scottish National Party (SNP) 33 85 48 52 4 31 51 15 54 36 30 21 24 35 52 38 36 31 32 23 39 42 28 36 34 26

Labour Party 31 35 18 33 42 27 39 34 28 32 30 36 24 34 35 24 35 34 31 29 41 32 32 29 24 27

Alba Party 29 56 39 39 17 29 35 18 42 31 27 23 24 27 41 37 27 24 19 23 33 38 28 27 36 30

Green Party 27 63 32 30 12 22 49 19 40 33 22 19 19 31 42 32 32 24 23 23 27 37 24 29 31 22

Liberal Democrats 14 21 13 2 20 11 23 18 13 18 11 10 11 18 18 13 14 15 14 11 22 19 14 11 9 15

Some other party 2 2 2 3 3 2 1 3 1 2 1 5 2 1 2 2 3 0 1 2 5 2 1 0 2 4

Don't know 12 2 6 5 6 10 11 13 9 7 17 7 20 7 6 11 11 14 17 16 11 14 10 9 8 9

*Any percentages calculated on bases fewer than 

100 respondents do not represent a wide enough 

cross-section of the target population to be 

considered statistically reliable. These figures should 

not be used. 

6 www.yougov.com© 2026 YouGov plc. All Rights Reserved


