
YouGov Survey Results

Sample Size: 4202 Adults in England & Wales

Fieldwork: 23rd February - 3rd March 2026

Total Con Lab
Lib 

Dem

Reform 

UK
Green Remain Leave Male Female 18-24 25-49 50-64 65+ Higher Intermediate Routine England Wales North Midlands London

Rest of 

South

Weighted Sample 4202 792 1077 396 479 270 1475 1500 2034 2168 441 1736 1038 988 1425 950 1244 3981 221 1091 755 557 1579

Unweighted Sample 4202 648 1188 419 438 314 1642 1348 1809 2393 438 1594 1055 1115 1666 947 873 3971 231 1058 760 593 1560

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

If you could change just one thing, what 

would be the ONE thing you would change to 

improve the police? 

[Respondents answered in their own words and 

YouGov's AI technology grouped the comments 

into themes to quantify]

Resources / staffing 24 29 28 25 20 25 27 27 24 24 12 22 29 27 27 26 23 24 23 25 25 18 25

Visibility 21 33 20 22 25 18 22 29 20 22 5 14 29 33 23 24 21 21 22 19 25 16 22

Community relations 14 16 14 17 14 14 15 14 14 14 11 12 15 17 15 15 14 14 10 14 13 15 15

Policing priorities 12 14 10 11 16 8 10 13 13 11 14 12 10 11 13 11 11 12 10 10 14 11 11

Culture 7 4 8 11 6 13 9 5 6 8 10 8 6 6 9 6 6 7 6 6 7 12 7

Accountability and oversight 5 4 5 5 4 5 5 5 5 5 3 6 4 4 5 5 4 5 4 5 4 6 5

Recruitment 5 4 7 9 6 6 7 5 4 6 4 4 6 8 6 6 5 5 5 5 5 6 6

Powers / authority 4 5 3 2 8 3 3 6 6 3 2 5 5 4 3 5 7 4 4 5 5 3 4

Training 4 3 4 6 2 6 4 2 4 4 9 4 2 3 4 4 3 4 3 3 3 6 4

Criminal Justice System 3 3 3 1 3 3 2 3 3 3 7 3 2 2 3 4 3 3 4 3 2 3 3

Political 2 4 0 3 8 1 1 5 3 2 1 2 3 4 2 2 3 3 1 2 3 2 3

Negative 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 1

Organisational structure 1 2 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 0 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1

Specific issues 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Other 3 2 4 1 0 1 2 2 3 2 5 4 3 1 2 2 4 3 3 3 1 8 2

Don't know 23 15 22 22 21 22 20 19 22 25 37 27 19 16 19 21 25 23 27 27 21 23 22

Country Region in EnglandVote in 2024 GE EU Ref 2016 Gender Age
Socio-economic classification 

(NS-SEC)
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If you could change just one thing, what 

would be the ONE thing you would change to 

improve the police? 

[Respondents answered in their own words and 

YouGov's AI technology grouped the comments 

into themes to quantify]

Resources / staffing 24

Visibility 21

Community relations 14

Policing priorities 12

Culture 7

Accountability and oversight 5

Recruitment 5

Powers / authority 4

Training 4

Criminal Justice System 3

Political 2

Negative 1

Organisational structure 1

Specific issues 0

Other 3

Don't know 23

Urban
Town and 

Fringe
Rural White

Ethnic 

minority
White Indian

Pakistani and 

Bangladeshi
Black

Other and 

Mixed

3301 408 493 3332 744 3332 148 108 164 324

3322 401 479 3238 843 3238 166 129 177 371

% % % % % % % % % %

23 26 29 26 18 26 21 16 17 19

20 23 25 23 13 23 16 14 6 14

14 12 15 14 14 14 12 14 15 13

12 12 12 11 13 11 18 12 14 11

8 6 6 6 12 6 8 12 13 13

5 4 5 5 5 5 6 4 5 5

5 7 5 5 5 5 2 2 6 7

4 5 4 4 4 4 6 4 2 4

4 6 2 3 5 3 6 2 8 5

3 4 3 3 3 3 1 2 3 4

2 3 5 3 0 3 1 0 0 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1

1 2 2 1 1 1 1 0 0 2

1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1

4 1 1 1 11 1 8 14 11 10

24 20 20 24 22 24 22 26 22 20

Living in Urban / Rural / 

Town and Fringe
Ethnicity Ethnicity (2)
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You said you do take steps on a regular basis 

to protect yourself from crime. Please explain 

below what steps you take? 

[Asked only to those who said they take steps 

on a regular basis to protect themselves from 

crime, excluding those who skipped the question 

or refused to answer; n=2725]

Awareness / vigilence 47 47 45 45 48 51 45 49 50 46 51 47 47 47 45 51 47 47 48 47 44 52 48

Planning a route 34 39 35 36 31 34 39 34 33 34 26 32 38 37 39 35 28 34 32 34 35 31 35

Staying connected with family / friends 25 22 28 28 17 31 28 20 10 35 30 28 23 18 29 26 19 25 27 25 30 17 25

Defensive strategies 19 16 18 23 23 21 19 20 12 24 20 18 19 21 19 22 17 20 15 20 19 17 21

Securing valuables 18 20 19 18 20 17 21 19 15 20 10 17 20 23 18 20 17 18 14 17 19 18 19

Avoidance / evasive behaviour 16 14 15 15 18 16 15 15 17 15 18 14 17 16 15 17 16 16 11 15 14 17 16

Avoiding walking alone at night 10 10 11 9 9 8 11 10 7 12 6 10 11 11 10 11 9 9 15 9 11 9 9

Other 6 3 7 7 3 4 5 4 7 5 9 7 6 3 5 5 7 6 2 5 5 11 5

Finding transport alternatives 4 4 5 6 4 6 6 4 2 6 2 4 5 6 5 6 3 4 6 4 4 7 3

*Any percentages calculated on bases fewer 

than 100 respondents do not represent a wide 

enough cross-section of the target population to 

be considered statistically reliable. These figures 

should not be used. 
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You said you do take steps on a regular basis 

to protect yourself from crime. Please explain 

below what steps you take? 

[Asked only to those who said they take steps 

on a regular basis to protect themselves from 

crime, excluding those who skipped the question 

or refused to answer; n=2725]

Awareness / vigilence 47

Planning a route 34

Staying connected with family / friends 25

Defensive strategies 19

Securing valuables 18

Avoidance / evasive behaviour 16

Avoiding walking alone at night 10

Other 6

Finding transport alternatives 4

*Any percentages calculated on bases fewer 

than 100 respondents do not represent a wide 

enough cross-section of the target population to 

be considered statistically reliable. These figures 

should not be used. 

Urban
Town and 

Fringe
Rural White

Ethnic 

minority
White Indian

Pakistani and 

Bangladeshi
Black

Other and 

Mixed

3301 408 493 3332 744 3332 148 108 164 324

3322 401 479 3238 843 3238 166 129 177 371

% % % % % % % % % %

Living in Urban / Rural / 

Town and Fringe
Ethnicity Ethnicity (2)

47 52 48 48 44 48 38 36 48 47

35 28 32 36 27 36 27 23 28 28

25 29 24 27 20 27 28 20 10 22

18 25 22 21 15 21 11 18 17 14

17 20 24 19 16 19 20 13 12 18

16 14 14 16 14 16 11 15 11 17

10 9 12 9 11 9 8 12 14 9

7 3 4 3 15 3 12 15 15 15

5 4 3 4 4 4 5 3 3 4
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