
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

12 October, 2012  

50% of public think Andrew Mitchell’s ‘plebs’ row shows that Tory MPs see 

themselves as better than ordinary people 

A YouGov poll reveals that 60% of the public believe that Andrew Mitchell’s outburst 

‘showed his true feelings’, and 50% think his behaviour and attitudes reflect those of 

other Conservative MPs. 

Last month Tory Chief Whip Andrew Mitchell was involved in a row with police stationed 

outside Downing Street, in which he is alleged to have called the on duty officers “plebs”. He 

apologised for swearing at the police, but has denied calling them plebs. An earlier YouGov 

poll found that 69% of Britons thought Mr Mitchell was not being honest about this, and over 

half (52%) thought he should resign. 

The results of the latest YouGov poll show that 60% of the public believe Mr Mitchell’s 

alleged comment reflects his view that he is better than ordinary people, while only 28% 

think he simply lost his temper and said things he didn’t really mean.  

 48% of Conservative supporters say Mr Mitchell just lost his temper, while 42% 

believe the outburst showed his true feelings.  

 19% of those intending to vote Labour think it was no more than a rude outburst, but 

74% say the row exposed his real beliefs. 

 34% of Liberal Democrats think Mr Mitchell lost his temper and said things he didn’t 

mean, and 58% believe the outburst shows that he believes he is superior. 

Asked if Mr Mitchell’s alleged “plebs” comment reflects the attitudes of others in his party, 

50% of respondents say Conservative MPs see themselves as better than ordinary people, 

while 34% said Mr Mitchell is an exception and probably not typical of his party. On this 

question, public opinion was deeply divided along party lines. 

 Only 15% of Tory voters thought other Conservative MPs would behave this way, 

while 74% say Mr Mitchell is not typical of his party’s MPs.  

 Amongst Labour supporters, 78% say most Tory MPs probably feel the same way 

about ordinary people as Mr Mitchell, and only 12% think he is an exception. 

 Meanwhile, 49% of Liberal Democrats think other Tory MPs would behave this way, 

and 30% say Mr Mitchell’s behaviour does not reflect the views of other MPs in his 

party. 

As to whether the row has changed the public’s views of the Conservative Party, only 17% 

say it has made them see the Tories as less in touch with ordinary people, but 52% say they 

already thought the Conservatives were out of touch and still do. Meanwhile, 18% say they 

did not think the Tories were out of touch before and still don’t. 
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About YouGov  

YouGov is an international, full service market research agency offering added value consultancy, 
qualitative research, field and tab services, syndicated products such as the daily brand perception 
tracker BrandIndex and social media analysis tool SoMA, fast turnaround omnibus and 
comprehensive SixthSense market intelligence reports. YouGov’s sector specialist teams serve 
financial, media, technology and telecoms, FMCG and public sector markets.  

YouGov is considered a pioneer of online market research and has a panel of 2.5 million people 
worldwide, including over 350,000 people in the UK representing all ages, socio-economic groups and 
other demographic types.  

As the most quoted market research agency in the UK, YouGov has a well-documented and 
published track record illustrating the accuracy of its survey methods. 
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