
YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

1. In general, if you had to say, which do you think is worse?

An innocent person being found guilty of a crime . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82%
A guilty person being found not guilty of a crime . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18%

2. In general, which do you think is worse?

Two innocent people being found guilty of crimes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8%
One guilty person being found not guilty of a crime . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9%
Not asked - thinks it’s worse when an innocent person is found guilty than one guilty person
acquitted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82%

3. In general, if you had to say, which do you think is worse?

10 innocent people being found guilty of crimes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3%
One guilty person being found not guilty of a crime . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6%
Not asked - thinks it’s worse when an innocent person is found guilty than one guilty person
acquitted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82%
Not asked - thinks it’s worse when two innocent people are found guilty than one guilty person
acquitted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8%

4. In general, if you had to say, which do you think is worse?

One innocent person being found guilty of a crime . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65%
Two guilty people being found not guilty of crimes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18%
Not asked - thinks it’s worse when a guilty person is acquitted than when an innocent person is
found guilty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18%

5. In general, if you had to say, which do you think is worse?

One innocent person being found guilty of a crime . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49%
10 guilty people being found not guilty of crimes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15%
Not asked - thinks it’s worse when a guilty person is acquitted than when an innocent person is
found guilty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18%
Not asked - thinks it’s worse when two guilty people are acquitted than one innocent person
convicted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18%

6. Do you think the level of crime nationally has gone up or down over the last few years, or has it stayed the
same?

Gone up a lot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31%
Gone up a little . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22%
Stayed the same . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16%
Gone down a little . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17%
Gone down a lot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6%
Don’t know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9%
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7. Generally speaking, how would you rate the job that law enforcement agencies across the country are doing?

Excellent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10%
Good . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35%
Fair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30%
Poor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18%
Not sure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7%

8. Have your personal experiences with law enforcement been. . . ?

Mostly good . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38%
Mixed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21%
Mostly bad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9%
I’ve had no experience with law enforcement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29%
Not sure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3%

9. Do you personally know anyone who has ever worked in law enforcement? Select all that apply.

Yes, me . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2%
Yes, a family member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23%
Yes, a friend . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36%
No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .47%

10. Which statement comes closest to your attitude?

Calling the police is a sensible thing to do in many bad situations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80%
Even in dangerous situations calling the police should be a last resort . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12%
Not sure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8%

11. If you were on a jury in a trial, would you be more or less willing to believe the testimony of a police officer
than the testimony of another witness who is not a police officer?

More willing to believe a police officer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20%
About as willing to believe a police officer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47%
Less willing to believe a police officer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16%
Not sure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18%

12. How often do you think police officers lie to suspects during interrogations?

Often . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37%
Sometimes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41%
Rarely . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9%
Never . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2%
Not sure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11%
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13. How often do you think police officers lie when testifying in court trials?

Often . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15%
Sometimes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36%
Rarely . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30%
Never . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6%
Not sure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13%

14. Do you think police brutality in the United States is. . . ?

A very serious problem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32%
A somewhat serious problem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32%
Not a very serious problem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21%
Not a problem at all . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9%
Not sure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6%

15. In your opinion, does the United States imprison. . . ?

Too many people . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41%
Too few people . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23%
About the right number of people . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17%
Not sure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19%

16. Do you think that prisons should focus more on rehabilitation or punishment?

Rehabilitation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35%
Punishment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10%
Equal emphasis on both . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49%
Not sure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5%

17. Do you think that people in prisons in the United States are generally treated. . . ?

Humanely . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39%
Inhumanely . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36%
Not sure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25%

18. Do you know anyone who has ever served time in prison in the U.S.? Select all that apply.

Yes, me . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3%
Yes, a family member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26%
Yes, a friend . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18%
Yes, an acquaintance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25%
None of the above . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40%
Prefer not to say . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4%
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19. How likely do you think it is that you will personally be sentenced to prison at some point in the future?

Very likely . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1%
Somewhat likely . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2%
Not very likely . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16%
Not at all likely . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75%
Not sure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7%

20. How would you describe the tactics currently used by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)?

Too forceful . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56%
About right . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25%
Not forceful enough . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12%
Not sure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7%

21. Which comes closest to your view about people who are killed by ICE agents or in ICE custody?

These deaths show that there is a fundamental problem with ICE that needs to be fixed . 57%
These deaths are unavoidable and do not show that there is a fundamental problem with ICE

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29%
Not sure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14%

22. How much have you heard about an ICE agent recently shooting and killing a 37-year-old woman while she
was in her car in Minneapolis?

A lot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73%
A little . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22%
Nothing at all . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5%

23. Have you seen any video footage of the ICE agent shooting the woman in Minneapolis?

Yes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78%
No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19%
Not sure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3%

24. Do you think the ICE agent was justified or not justified in the amount of force he used in shooting the woman
in Minneapolis?

Justified . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32%
Not justified . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52%
Not sure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16%

25. Do you think the ICE agent should face criminal charges for shooting the woman in Minneapolis?

Yes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53%
No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33%
Not sure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14%
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

Interviewing Dates January 21 - 23, 2026

Target population U.S. citizens, aged 18 and over

Sampling method Respondents were selected from YouGov’s opt-in panel to be repre-
sentative of adult U.S. citizens.

Weighting The sample was weighted according to gender, age, race, educa-
tion, U.S. region, 2024 presidential vote, 2020 election turnout and
presidential vote, baseline party identification, and current voter reg-
istration status. Demographic weighting targets come from the 2019
American Community Survey. 2024 presidential vote, at time of
weighting was estimated to be 48% Harris and 50% Trump. Base-
line party identification is the respondent’s most recent answer given
around November 8, 2024, and is weighted to the estimated distri-
bution at that time (31% Democratic, 33% Republican). The weights
range from 0.052 to 5.087, with a mean of one and a standard devia-
tion of 0.857.

Number of respondents 1,121

Margin of error ± 3.9 points (adjusted for weighting)

Survey mode Web-based interviews

Questions not reported 70 questions not reported.
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

1. Innocent Conviction or Guilty Acquittal
In general, if you had to say, which do you think is worse?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

An innocent person being
found guilty of a crime 82% 85% 80% 73% 81% 87% 87% 85% 81% 79% 80% 86%

A guilty person being
found not guilty of a
crime 18% 15% 20% 27% 19% 13% 13% 15% 19% 21% 20% 14%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,121) (532) (589) (277) (298) (326) (220) (726) (149) (172) (719) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

An innocent person being
found guilty of a crime 82% 86% 84% 77% 89% 80% 81% 87% 84% 79% 85% 83% 82%

A guilty person being
found not guilty of a
crime 18% 14% 16% 23% 11% 20% 19% 13% 16% 21% 15% 17% 18%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,121) (372) (469) (280) (444) (378) (416) (325) (253) (198) (246) (417) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

2. Two Innocent Convictions or One Guilty Acquittal
In general, which do you think is worse?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Two innocent people
being found guilty of
crimes 8% 7% 9% 13% 9% 5% 7% 7% 12% 11% 10% 5%

One guilty person being
found not guilty of a
crime 9% 8% 11% 14% 10% 8% 6% 9% 7% 10% 10% 8%

Not asked - thinks it’s
worse when an
innocent person is
found guilty than one
guilty person acquitted 82% 85% 80% 73% 81% 87% 87% 85% 81% 79% 80% 86%

Totals 99% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 101% 100% 100% 100% 99%

Unweighted N (1,121) (532) (589) (277) (298) (326) (220) (726) (149) (172) (719) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Two innocent people
being found guilty of
crimes 8% 7% 8% 10% 6% 7% 11% 3% 7% 11% 7% 8% 7%

One guilty person being
found not guilty of a
crime 9% 7% 8% 13% 5% 13% 9% 10% 9% 9% 8% 9% 11%

continued on the next page . . .
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

continued from previous page
Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Not asked - thinks it’s
worse when an
innocent person is
found guilty than one
guilty person acquitted 82% 86% 84% 77% 89% 80% 81% 87% 84% 79% 85% 83% 82%

Totals 99% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 101% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,121) (372) (469) (280) (444) (378) (416) (325) (253) (198) (246) (417) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

3. Ten Innocent Convictions or One Guilty Acquittal
In general, if you had to say, which do you think is worse?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

10 innocent people being
found guilty of crimes 3% 3% 4% 6% 2% 3% 2% 3% 1% 3% 4% 1%

One guilty person being
found not guilty of a
crime 6% 5% 7% 8% 8% 5% 4% 5% 6% 7% 6% 7%

Not asked - thinks it’s
worse when an
innocent person is
found guilty than one
guilty person acquitted 82% 85% 80% 73% 81% 87% 87% 85% 81% 79% 80% 86%

Not asked - thinks it’s
worse when two
innocent people are
found guilty than one
guilty person acquitted 8% 7% 9% 13% 9% 5% 7% 7% 12% 11% 10% 5%

Totals 99% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 99%

Unweighted N (1,121) (532) (589) (277) (298) (326) (220) (726) (149) (172) (719) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

10 innocent people being
found guilty of crimes 3% 3% 3% 5% 2% 3% 3% 5% 2% 3% 2% 4% 3%

One guilty person being
found not guilty of a
crime 6% 4% 6% 8% 3% 9% 5% 5% 8% 6% 6% 5% 8%

continued on the next page . . .

4



YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

continued from previous page
Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Not asked - thinks it’s
worse when an
innocent person is
found guilty than one
guilty person acquitted 82% 86% 84% 77% 89% 80% 81% 87% 84% 79% 85% 83% 82%

Not asked - thinks it’s
worse when two
innocent people are
found guilty than one
guilty person acquitted 8% 7% 8% 10% 6% 7% 11% 3% 7% 11% 7% 8% 7%

Totals 99% 100% 101% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 101% 99% 100% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,121) (372) (469) (280) (444) (378) (416) (325) (253) (198) (246) (417) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

4. One Innocent Conviction or Two Guilty Acquittals
In general, if you had to say, which do you think is worse?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

One innocent person
being found guilty of a
crime 65% 68% 62% 49% 59% 72% 75% 71% 49% 56% 62% 70%

Two guilty people being
found not guilty of
crimes 18% 17% 18% 24% 22% 15% 11% 14% 32% 23% 18% 17%

Not asked - thinks it’s
worse when a guilty
person is acquitted
than when an innocent
person is found guilty 18% 15% 20% 27% 19% 13% 13% 15% 19% 21% 20% 14%

Totals 101% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100% 100% 101%

Unweighted N (1,119) (530) (589) (276) (298) (325) (220) (725) (149) (171) (717) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

One innocent person
being found guilty of a
crime 65% 64% 65% 65% 74% 68% 62% 71% 66% 60% 65% 68% 63%

Two guilty people being
found not guilty of
crimes 18% 22% 18% 12% 15% 12% 19% 15% 18% 20% 20% 15% 19%

continued on the next page . . .
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

continued from previous page
Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Not asked - thinks it’s
worse when a guilty
person is acquitted
than when an innocent
person is found guilty 18% 14% 16% 23% 11% 20% 19% 13% 16% 21% 15% 17% 18%

Totals 101% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100% 100% 99% 100% 101% 100% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,119) (372) (467) (280) (444) (378) (414) (325) (253) (198) (246) (416) (259)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

5. One Innocent Conviction or Ten Guilty Acquittals
In general, if you had to say, which do you think is worse?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

One innocent person
being found guilty of a
crime 49% 50% 49% 33% 39% 59% 62% 53% 41% 45% 48% 52%

10 guilty people being
found not guilty of
crimes 15% 18% 13% 16% 20% 13% 14% 18% 8% 11% 14% 18%

Not asked - thinks it’s
worse when a guilty
person is acquitted
than when an innocent
person is found guilty 18% 15% 20% 27% 19% 13% 13% 15% 19% 21% 20% 14%

Not asked - thinks it’s
worse when two guilty
people are acquitted
than one innocent
person convicted 18% 17% 18% 24% 22% 15% 11% 14% 32% 23% 18% 17%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 101%

Unweighted N (1,117) (529) (588) (276) (298) (325) (218) (723) (149) (171) (717) (400)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

One innocent person
being found guilty of a
crime 49% 53% 48% 48% 61% 51% 49% 55% 45% 42% 45% 55% 49%

continued on the next page . . .
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

continued from previous page
Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

10 guilty people being
found not guilty of
crimes 15% 11% 17% 17% 12% 17% 13% 16% 21% 17% 20% 12% 14%

Not asked - thinks it’s
worse when a guilty
person is acquitted
than when an innocent
person is found guilty 18% 14% 17% 23% 11% 20% 19% 13% 16% 21% 15% 17% 18%

Not asked - thinks it’s
worse when two guilty
people are acquitted
than one innocent
person convicted 18% 22% 18% 12% 15% 12% 19% 15% 18% 20% 20% 15% 19%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100% 99% 100%

Unweighted N (1,117) (371) (466) (280) (442) (378) (413) (324) (253) (198) (245) (415) (259)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

6. Crime Nationally
Do you think the level of crime nationally has gone up or down over the last few years, or has it stayed the same?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Gone up a lot 31% 28% 33% 25% 27% 35% 34% 29% 38% 32% 36% 20%

Gone up a little 22% 22% 21% 30% 18% 19% 21% 22% 20% 22% 20% 24%

Stayed the same 16% 18% 13% 17% 19% 13% 14% 16% 11% 18% 16% 15%

Gone down a little 17% 20% 14% 10% 18% 18% 21% 19% 15% 13% 14% 23%

Gone down a lot 6% 6% 6% 6% 7% 5% 8% 7% 2% 7% 4% 11%

Don’t know 9% 5% 12% 13% 11% 10% 2% 7% 15% 8% 10% 7%

Totals 101% 99% 99% 101% 100% 100% 100% 100% 101% 100% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,121) (532) (589) (277) (298) (326) (220) (726) (149) (172) (719) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Gone up a lot 31% 23% 30% 39% 19% 41% 36% 30% 22% 31% 32% 33% 25%

Gone up a little 22% 20% 22% 22% 18% 23% 21% 21% 24% 22% 22% 22% 20%

Stayed the same 16% 16% 16% 14% 15% 13% 18% 17% 11% 17% 15% 15% 16%

Gone down a little 17% 22% 14% 16% 27% 13% 16% 16% 22% 16% 16% 15% 22%

Gone down a lot 6% 6% 7% 5% 11% 6% 2% 8% 12% 7% 5% 7% 6%

Don’t know 9% 12% 11% 4% 9% 3% 7% 8% 9% 6% 9% 8% 11%

Totals 101% 99% 100% 100% 99% 99% 100% 100% 100% 99% 99% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,121) (372) (469) (280) (444) (378) (416) (325) (253) (198) (246) (417) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

7. Law Enforcement Good or Bad Job
Generally speaking, how would you rate the job that law enforcement agencies across the country are doing?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Excellent 10% 10% 9% 8% 8% 11% 10% 9% 4% 15% 11% 8%

Good 35% 40% 32% 25% 30% 36% 50% 41% 19% 26% 34% 38%

Fair 30% 31% 29% 28% 30% 34% 25% 28% 44% 25% 28% 33%

Poor 18% 16% 20% 28% 25% 13% 9% 16% 22% 24% 18% 17%

Not sure 7% 4% 10% 11% 7% 6% 6% 6% 11% 9% 9% 4%

Totals 100% 101% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,121) (532) (589) (277) (298) (326) (220) (726) (149) (172) (719) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Excellent 10% 2% 7% 19% 2% 20% 8% 10% 12% 12% 10% 9% 8%

Good 35% 22% 31% 53% 30% 50% 35% 33% 39% 33% 33% 36% 38%

Fair 30% 36% 34% 19% 35% 21% 29% 32% 29% 27% 33% 32% 25%

Poor 18% 30% 19% 6% 25% 6% 21% 16% 15% 22% 18% 18% 15%

Not sure 7% 10% 8% 3% 9% 3% 7% 8% 5% 6% 6% 5% 13%

Totals 100% 100% 99% 100% 101% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100% 100% 99%

Unweighted N (1,121) (372) (469) (280) (444) (378) (416) (325) (253) (198) (246) (417) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

8. Personal Experience With Law Enforcement
Have your personal experiences with law enforcement been. . . ?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Mostly good 38% 42% 35% 24% 32% 44% 49% 44% 21% 35% 36% 42%

Mixed 21% 23% 19% 20% 26% 25% 10% 19% 36% 19% 20% 24%

Mostly bad 9% 9% 8% 10% 12% 10% 1% 8% 9% 5% 7% 11%

I’ve had no experience
with law enforcement 29% 25% 33% 39% 26% 20% 39% 26% 29% 36% 34% 21%

Not sure 3% 1% 4% 8% 3% 1% 0% 2% 4% 6% 3% 2%

Totals 100% 100% 99% 101% 99% 100% 99% 99% 99% 101% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,120) (531) (589) (277) (298) (325) (220) (725) (149) (172) (718) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Mostly good 38% 30% 37% 48% 36% 52% 35% 38% 46% 40% 44% 33% 39%

Mixed 21% 26% 23% 14% 30% 14% 26% 20% 17% 19% 19% 25% 18%

Mostly bad 9% 10% 11% 4% 10% 5% 6% 12% 9% 11% 8% 10% 6%

I’ve had no experience
with law enforcement 29% 33% 24% 33% 23% 27% 30% 29% 25% 27% 27% 30% 32%

Not sure 3% 1% 5% 1% 1% 1% 2% 2% 3% 3% 2% 2% 5%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 99% 99% 101% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,120) (372) (469) (279) (444) (377) (416) (324) (253) (198) (246) (416) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

9. Know Someone in Law Enforcement
Do you personally know anyone who has ever worked in law enforcement? Select all that apply.

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Yes, me 2% 3% 2% 0% 2% 3% 3% 2% 2% 3% 2% 3%

Yes, a family member 23% 22% 24% 17% 20% 23% 31% 23% 27% 24% 24% 22%

Yes, a friend 36% 38% 33% 19% 33% 43% 42% 41% 20% 27% 33% 41%

No 47% 47% 46% 67% 53% 38% 34% 42% 56% 52% 48% 43%

Unweighted N (1,121) (532) (589) (277) (298) (326) (220) (726) (149) (172) (719) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Yes, me 2% 2% 2% 3% 3% 4% 2% 1% 5% 3% 2% 3% 2%

Yes, a family member 23% 21% 23% 24% 22% 23% 25% 21% 21% 21% 22% 23% 24%

Yes, a friend 36% 26% 34% 46% 32% 47% 30% 41% 45% 34% 34% 35% 38%

No 47% 54% 49% 36% 48% 37% 50% 42% 41% 48% 46% 45% 49%

Unweighted N (1,121) (372) (469) (280) (444) (378) (416) (325) (253) (198) (246) (417) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

10. Opinion About Calling Police
Which statement comes closest to your attitude?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Calling the police is a
sensible thing to do in
many bad situations 80% 80% 80% 69% 67% 85% 96% 82% 74% 80% 77% 85%

Even in dangerous
situations calling the
police should be a last
resort 12% 14% 11% 18% 19% 10% 4% 11% 14% 8% 14% 10%

Not sure 8% 6% 9% 13% 13% 6% 0% 6% 12% 12% 9% 5%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 99% 101% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,119) (531) (588) (276) (298) (326) (219) (726) (148) (171) (717) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Calling the police is a
sensible thing to do in
many bad situations 80% 74% 74% 94% 79% 92% 77% 84% 81% 83% 80% 77% 81%

Even in dangerous
situations calling the
police should be a last
resort 12% 17% 14% 5% 14% 6% 15% 12% 10% 8% 14% 15% 10%

Not sure 8% 9% 12% 1% 7% 3% 8% 4% 9% 8% 6% 8% 9%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 101% 100% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,119) (372) (468) (279) (443) (378) (415) (324) (253) (198) (245) (416) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

11. Police Testimony
If you were on a jury in a trial, would you be more or less willing to believe the testimony of a police officer than the testimony of another witness who is not
a police officer?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

More willing to believe a
police officer 20% 19% 20% 16% 18% 21% 22% 23% 6% 22% 19% 20%

About as willing to believe
a police officer 47% 50% 44% 43% 44% 46% 55% 50% 34% 45% 45% 51%

Less willing to believe a
police officer 16% 15% 17% 25% 18% 14% 8% 11% 34% 17% 15% 17%

Not sure 18% 16% 19% 16% 19% 19% 15% 15% 26% 17% 21% 11%

Totals 101% 100% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 99% 100% 101% 100% 99%

Unweighted N (1,121) (532) (589) (277) (298) (326) (220) (726) (149) (172) (719) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

More willing to believe a
police officer 20% 9% 16% 34% 10% 34% 20% 19% 19% 21% 21% 21% 16%

About as willing to believe
a police officer 47% 50% 44% 48% 49% 49% 46% 51% 47% 49% 51% 42% 49%

Less willing to believe a
police officer 16% 24% 17% 6% 25% 4% 15% 15% 17% 14% 15% 20% 12%

Not sure 18% 16% 23% 11% 16% 13% 19% 15% 17% 16% 13% 17% 24%

Totals 101% 99% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 101%

Unweighted N (1,121) (372) (469) (280) (444) (378) (416) (325) (253) (198) (246) (417) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

12. Police Lie During Interrogations
How often do you think police officers lie to suspects during interrogations?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Often 37% 38% 37% 30% 34% 47% 33% 35% 48% 33% 37% 38%

Sometimes 41% 42% 40% 46% 43% 33% 45% 43% 37% 42% 41% 42%

Rarely 9% 10% 7% 10% 9% 8% 8% 10% 3% 10% 7% 11%

Never 2% 2% 2% 4% 2% 2% 0% 2% 2% 4% 2% 1%

Not sure 11% 8% 14% 10% 11% 10% 13% 10% 9% 12% 13% 8%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 99% 100% 99% 100% 99% 101% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,120) (532) (588) (277) (297) (326) (220) (725) (149) (172) (719) (401)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Often 37% 43% 44% 23% 48% 27% 40% 37% 33% 38% 39% 41% 30%

Sometimes 41% 39% 38% 46% 36% 45% 43% 40% 43% 45% 42% 39% 40%

Rarely 9% 7% 5% 16% 7% 13% 6% 9% 13% 8% 6% 10% 9%

Never 2% 1% 2% 3% 0% 3% 3% 1% 1% 1% 4% 1% 1%

Not sure 11% 10% 11% 12% 8% 11% 8% 13% 11% 8% 9% 8% 20%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 99% 99% 100% 100% 101% 100% 100% 99% 100%

Unweighted N (1,120) (372) (468) (280) (444) (378) (416) (325) (252) (198) (245) (417) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

13. Police Lie During Trials
How often do you think police officers lie when testifying in court trials?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Often 15% 15% 16% 18% 18% 18% 7% 11% 32% 14% 17% 12%

Sometimes 36% 37% 35% 39% 38% 34% 33% 35% 40% 38% 34% 39%

Rarely 30% 33% 26% 21% 25% 26% 46% 35% 11% 25% 26% 37%

Never 6% 6% 7% 8% 9% 6% 2% 6% 2% 10% 7% 4%

Not sure 13% 10% 16% 14% 10% 17% 11% 13% 15% 13% 16% 8%

Totals 100% 101% 100% 100% 100% 101% 99% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,121) (532) (589) (277) (298) (326) (220) (726) (149) (172) (719) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Often 15% 21% 17% 9% 16% 7% 17% 16% 11% 14% 13% 19% 13%

Sometimes 36% 46% 36% 25% 44% 29% 38% 37% 33% 38% 37% 35% 34%

Rarely 30% 21% 26% 43% 26% 44% 26% 30% 37% 32% 31% 30% 26%

Never 6% 2% 5% 11% 2% 11% 8% 6% 7% 5% 8% 5% 7%

Not sure 13% 10% 16% 12% 12% 9% 12% 12% 13% 10% 12% 12% 19%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 101% 101% 101% 99% 101% 101% 99%

Unweighted N (1,121) (372) (469) (280) (444) (378) (416) (325) (253) (198) (246) (417) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

14. Prevalence of Police Brutality
Do you think police brutality in the United States is. . . ?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

A very serious problem 32% 28% 36% 46% 38% 30% 17% 26% 59% 35% 31% 34%

A somewhat serious
problem 32% 32% 32% 28% 28% 30% 41% 31% 30% 36% 32% 30%

Not a very serious
problem 21% 26% 16% 9% 18% 24% 32% 25% 4% 17% 20% 24%

Not a problem at all 9% 10% 7% 7% 8% 11% 8% 11% 1% 7% 9% 9%

Not sure 6% 4% 9% 11% 8% 5% 2% 6% 7% 4% 8% 3%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 101% 100% 100% 100% 99% 101% 99% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,121) (532) (589) (277) (298) (326) (220) (726) (149) (172) (719) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

A very serious problem 32% 55% 32% 11% 50% 12% 36% 32% 27% 29% 31% 36% 31%

A somewhat serious
problem 32% 37% 33% 24% 40% 20% 36% 29% 31% 26% 32% 29% 38%

Not a very serious
problem 21% 4% 20% 39% 6% 43% 16% 24% 26% 31% 21% 18% 20%

Not a problem at all 9% 0% 6% 21% 0% 20% 6% 10% 10% 8% 10% 11% 5%

Not sure 6% 4% 8% 5% 3% 5% 6% 5% 5% 7% 6% 7% 5%

Totals 100% 100% 99% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100% 99% 101% 100% 101% 99%

Unweighted N (1,121) (372) (469) (280) (444) (378) (416) (325) (253) (198) (246) (417) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

15. Number of People in Prison
In your opinion, does the United States imprison. . . ?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Too many people 41% 40% 41% 37% 47% 44% 32% 38% 59% 37% 36% 50%

Too few people 23% 25% 21% 18% 23% 24% 27% 27% 10% 23% 24% 23%

About the right number of
people 17% 20% 15% 17% 14% 16% 23% 18% 12% 16% 18% 16%

Not sure 19% 15% 23% 27% 16% 16% 18% 17% 19% 24% 23% 11%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 101% 100%

Unweighted N (1,121) (532) (589) (277) (298) (326) (220) (726) (149) (172) (719) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Too many people 41% 63% 40% 20% 66% 19% 43% 38% 44% 36% 31% 47% 43%

Too few people 23% 8% 19% 43% 6% 45% 19% 28% 26% 30% 22% 23% 21%

About the right number of
people 17% 9% 16% 27% 13% 25% 18% 20% 15% 18% 20% 17% 14%

Not sure 19% 20% 25% 9% 15% 12% 20% 15% 15% 16% 27% 13% 23%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 99% 100% 101% 100% 101% 100% 100% 100% 100% 101%

Unweighted N (1,121) (372) (469) (280) (444) (378) (416) (325) (253) (198) (246) (417) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

16. Prison Focus
Do you think that prisons should focus more on rehabilitation or punishment?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Rehabilitation 35% 35% 36% 37% 40% 33% 32% 36% 41% 28% 27% 50%

Punishment 10% 13% 8% 7% 11% 14% 7% 11% 6% 13% 11% 8%

Equal emphasis on both 49% 48% 51% 46% 44% 50% 58% 50% 45% 51% 54% 40%

Not sure 5% 5% 5% 11% 5% 3% 2% 3% 8% 8% 7% 1%

Totals 99% 101% 100% 101% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100% 99% 99%

Unweighted N (1,119) (532) (587) (277) (297) (326) (219) (725) (149) (171) (717) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Rehabilitation 35% 52% 40% 14% 58% 16% 31% 31% 49% 33% 35% 36% 36%

Punishment 10% 3% 8% 21% 2% 18% 10% 12% 8% 14% 10% 11% 6%

Equal emphasis on both 49% 41% 45% 63% 37% 63% 54% 53% 37% 52% 51% 47% 50%

Not sure 5% 5% 7% 2% 2% 3% 5% 4% 6% 1% 4% 6% 8%

Totals 99% 101% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,119) (372) (469) (278) (444) (377) (414) (325) (253) (198) (246) (416) (259)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

17. Prison Conditions in U.S.
Do you think that people in prisons in the United States are generally treated. . . ?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Humanely 39% 46% 32% 29% 31% 42% 51% 43% 19% 35% 39% 39%

Inhumanely 36% 34% 38% 45% 48% 36% 15% 32% 65% 29% 33% 41%

Not sure 25% 20% 30% 26% 21% 22% 34% 25% 16% 35% 28% 20%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,119) (531) (588) (277) (298) (324) (220) (725) (149) (172) (717) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Humanely 39% 18% 35% 63% 24% 62% 36% 43% 42% 38% 48% 33% 39%

Inhumanely 36% 56% 35% 18% 51% 17% 39% 35% 34% 37% 30% 45% 28%

Not sure 25% 26% 29% 19% 25% 21% 25% 22% 24% 25% 22% 22% 33%

Totals 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,119) (372) (467) (280) (444) (377) (416) (325) (251) (197) (246) (417) (259)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

18. Know Someone Incarcerated
Do you know anyone who has ever served time in prison in the U.S.? Select all that apply.

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Yes, me 3% 5% 2% 1% 4% 7% 0% 3% 6% 3% 5% 1%

Yes, a family member 26% 25% 26% 28% 18% 33% 23% 23% 41% 26% 31% 17%

Yes, a friend 18% 18% 18% 7% 22% 27% 11% 20% 24% 7% 19% 16%

Yes, an acquaintance 25% 25% 25% 12% 24% 30% 30% 27% 26% 15% 23% 30%

None of the above 40% 40% 40% 55% 44% 28% 41% 39% 31% 49% 38% 45%

Prefer not to say 4% 4% 4% 6% 6% 3% 1% 4% 5% 6% 5% 2%

Unweighted N (1,121) (532) (589) (277) (298) (326) (220) (726) (149) (172) (719) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Yes, me 3% 3% 5% 2% 2% 2% 7% 2% 1% 5% 3% 4% 1%

Yes, a family member 26% 28% 24% 26% 27% 21% 31% 24% 23% 17% 35% 28% 21%

Yes, a friend 18% 15% 21% 17% 18% 16% 21% 18% 15% 14% 19% 23% 13%

Yes, an acquaintance 25% 22% 25% 28% 27% 30% 26% 23% 29% 21% 23% 30% 22%

None of the above 40% 45% 38% 38% 41% 41% 32% 47% 44% 54% 31% 35% 48%

Prefer not to say 4% 3% 6% 3% 4% 3% 4% 2% 4% 3% 5% 3% 5%

Unweighted N (1,121) (372) (469) (280) (444) (378) (416) (325) (253) (198) (246) (417) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

19. Likelihood of Going to Prison
How likely do you think it is that you will personally be sentenced to prison at some point in the future?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Very likely 1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 0% 0% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1%

Somewhat likely 2% 2% 2% 1% 6% 0% 0% 2% 1% 2% 2% 1%

Not very likely 16% 22% 11% 16% 20% 18% 9% 17% 15% 10% 13% 22%

Not at all likely 75% 67% 81% 71% 64% 75% 89% 74% 71% 82% 76% 73%

Not sure 7% 8% 6% 10% 9% 6% 2% 6% 11% 4% 8% 4%

Totals 101% 100% 100% 99% 100% 99% 100% 100% 99% 99% 100% 101%

Unweighted N (1,118) (530) (588) (275) (297) (326) (220) (725) (148) (171) (716) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Very likely 1% 0% 0% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 0% 0% 1% 1%

Somewhat likely 2% 2% 2% 2% 1% 1% 2% 3% 0% 1% 4% 1% 1%

Not very likely 16% 19% 16% 14% 20% 12% 13% 19% 20% 20% 16% 17% 13%

Not at all likely 75% 74% 71% 80% 73% 82% 79% 69% 73% 77% 75% 71% 77%

Not sure 7% 5% 11% 3% 5% 4% 5% 8% 5% 1% 5% 10% 8%

Totals 101% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 99% 99% 100% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,118) (371) (467) (280) (444) (378) (413) (325) (253) (198) (246) (416) (258)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

20. ICE Forceful
How would you describe the tactics currently used by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Too forceful 56% 51% 61% 68% 60% 49% 51% 50% 85% 69% 53% 62%

About right 25% 31% 20% 14% 21% 29% 32% 30% 5% 17% 25% 24%

Not forceful enough 12% 14% 10% 5% 10% 17% 13% 13% 4% 11% 13% 11%

Not sure 7% 5% 9% 12% 8% 5% 3% 7% 6% 3% 9% 3%

Totals 100% 101% 100% 99% 99% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,120) (532) (588) (277) (298) (325) (220) (725) (149) (172) (718) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Too forceful 56% 95% 59% 16% 94% 16% 60% 52% 56% 53% 56% 52% 65%

About right 25% 2% 18% 55% 3% 51% 21% 32% 25% 28% 25% 29% 17%

Not forceful enough 12% 1% 11% 24% 1% 30% 11% 11% 14% 13% 9% 14% 11%

Not sure 7% 2% 12% 5% 2% 4% 8% 6% 5% 6% 9% 6% 7%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 101% 100% 101% 100% 100% 99% 101% 100%

Unweighted N (1,120) (372) (468) (280) (444) (378) (416) (324) (253) (198) (246) (417) (259)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

21. ICE Deaths
Which comes closest to your view about people who are killed by ICE agents or in ICE custody?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

These deaths show that
there is a fundamental
problem with ICE that
needs to be fixed 57% 53% 61% 66% 59% 51% 55% 51% 83% 66% 54% 63%

These deaths are
unavoidable and do not
show that there is a
fundamental problem
with ICE 29% 37% 23% 12% 25% 38% 38% 34% 6% 25% 30% 29%

Not sure 14% 10% 17% 21% 16% 11% 7% 15% 12% 9% 17% 7%

Totals 100% 100% 101% 99% 100% 100% 100% 100% 101% 100% 101% 99%

Unweighted N (1,120) (531) (589) (276) (298) (326) (220) (726) (148) (172) (718) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

These deaths show that
there is a fundamental
problem with ICE that
needs to be fixed 57% 94% 61% 16% 95% 15% 62% 53% 58% 55% 57% 52% 66%

These deaths are
unavoidable and do not
show that there is a
fundamental problem
with ICE 29% 1% 22% 66% 3% 68% 24% 33% 34% 36% 29% 32% 22%

Not sure 14% 5% 17% 18% 2% 17% 14% 14% 8% 9% 14% 16% 12%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

continued on the next page . . .
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

continued from previous page
Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Unweighted N (1,120) (372) (468) (280) (444) (378) (415) (325) (253) (198) (246) (416) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

22. Heard about ICE Killing in Minneapolis
How much have you heard about an ICE agent recently shooting and killing a 37-year-old woman while she was in her car in Minneapolis?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

A lot 73% 74% 72% 61% 67% 73% 89% 75% 76% 72% 70% 77%

A little 22% 23% 22% 31% 26% 23% 11% 20% 21% 25% 23% 21%

Nothing at all 5% 3% 7% 9% 7% 4% 1% 5% 3% 3% 6% 2%

Totals 100% 100% 101% 101% 100% 100% 101% 100% 100% 100% 99% 100%

Unweighted N (1,120) (532) (588) (277) (297) (326) (220) (725) (149) (172) (718) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

A lot 73% 82% 68% 71% 86% 78% 69% 78% 73% 75% 78% 69% 71%

A little 22% 14% 27% 24% 14% 20% 25% 17% 23% 22% 20% 25% 21%

Nothing at all 5% 3% 6% 5% 0% 3% 6% 5% 3% 3% 2% 6% 7%

Totals 100% 99% 101% 100% 100% 101% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100% 99%

Unweighted N (1,120) (372) (468) (280) (444) (378) (415) (325) (253) (198) (246) (416) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

23. Video of ICE Killing in Minneapolis
Have you seen any video footage of the ICE agent shooting the woman in Minneapolis?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Yes 78% 85% 72% 70% 77% 78% 87% 81% 76% 80% 75% 84%

No 19% 13% 24% 24% 20% 20% 11% 17% 23% 17% 21% 14%

Not sure 3% 2% 4% 6% 3% 2% 2% 3% 1% 3% 4% 2%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 101% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,121) (532) (589) (277) (298) (326) (220) (726) (149) (172) (719) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Yes 78% 80% 76% 80% 87% 86% 74% 82% 85% 87% 86% 72% 75%

No 19% 19% 21% 16% 12% 13% 25% 15% 13% 12% 13% 27% 16%

Not sure 3% 1% 4% 4% 2% 1% 2% 3% 3% 1% 1% 2% 8%

Totals 100% 100% 101% 100% 101% 100% 101% 100% 101% 100% 100% 101% 99%

Unweighted N (1,121) (372) (469) (280) (444) (378) (416) (325) (253) (198) (246) (417) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

24. ICE Killing in Minneapolis Justified
Do you think the ICE agent was justified or not justified in the amount of force he used in shooting the woman in Minneapolis?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Justified 32% 39% 25% 15% 27% 41% 40% 36% 10% 26% 33% 30%

Not justified 52% 50% 55% 63% 55% 46% 49% 48% 80% 56% 48% 61%

Not sure 16% 11% 20% 22% 19% 13% 11% 15% 10% 18% 19% 10%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 101% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100% 101%

Unweighted N (1,120) (532) (588) (277) (298) (326) (219) (726) (149) (171) (719) (401)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Justified 32% 3% 26% 67% 2% 72% 28% 34% 37% 37% 35% 32% 25%

Not justified 52% 90% 54% 16% 95% 14% 54% 51% 54% 48% 53% 50% 59%

Not sure 16% 7% 21% 17% 3% 14% 17% 15% 9% 14% 13% 18% 16%

Totals 100% 100% 101% 100% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 99% 101% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,120) (371) (469) (280) (443) (378) (416) (325) (252) (198) (246) (416) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

25. Criminal Charges for ICE Killing in Minneapolis
Do you think the ICE agent should face criminal charges for shooting the woman in Minneapolis?

Gender Age Race Education

Total Male Female 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ White Black Hispanic No degree College degree

Yes 53% 49% 58% 68% 59% 46% 46% 47% 84% 65% 50% 59%

No 33% 39% 26% 13% 29% 42% 41% 38% 9% 28% 34% 31%

Not sure 14% 12% 16% 19% 12% 13% 12% 15% 7% 7% 16% 10%

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 101% 99% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Unweighted N (1,120) (532) (588) (277) (298) (326) (219) (725) (149) (172) (718) (402)

Party ID 2024 Vote Family income Region

Total Dem Ind Rep Harris Trump < $50K $50-100K $100K+ Northeast Midwest South West

Yes 53% 93% 54% 16% 93% 15% 58% 50% 52% 54% 53% 50% 58%

No 33% 2% 27% 70% 2% 75% 29% 35% 36% 37% 32% 36% 26%

Not sure 14% 5% 20% 15% 4% 10% 13% 16% 12% 9% 15% 13% 17%

Totals 100% 100% 101% 101% 99% 100% 100% 101% 100% 100% 100% 99% 101%

Unweighted N (1,120) (372) (469) (279) (444) (377) (416) (324) (253) (197) (246) (417) (260)
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YouGov Survey: Law and Justice
January 21 - 23, 2026 - 1,121 U.S. adult citizens

Interviewing Dates January 21 - 23, 2026

Target population U.S. citizens, aged 18 and over

Sampling method Respondents were selected from YouGov’s opt-in panel to be repre-
sentative of adult U.S. citizens.

Weighting The sample was weighted according to gender, age, race, educa-
tion, U.S. region, 2024 presidential vote, 2020 election turnout and
presidential vote, baseline party identification, and current voter reg-
istration status. Demographic weighting targets come from the 2019
American Community Survey. 2024 presidential vote, at time of
weighting was estimated to be 48% Harris and 50% Trump. Base-
line party identification is the respondent’s most recent answer given
around November 8, 2024, and is weighted to the estimated distri-
bution at that time (31% Democratic, 33% Republican). The weights
range from 0.052 to 5.087, with a mean of one and a standard devia-
tion of 0.857.

Number of respondents 1,121

Margin of error ± 3.9 points (adjusted for weighting)

Survey mode Web-based interviews

Questions not reported 70 questions not reported.
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