YouGov Survey Results

Sample Size: 4212 GB Adults
Fieldwork: 27th January - 1st February 2026

Vote in 2024 GE EU Ref 2016 Gender Age S°°'°'e°°"(;';‘_';£gss'f'°a"°" Country Region in England
Total
Con| Lab IIJ-::n ReLoIzm Green | Remain | Leave | Male | Female | 18-24 | 25-49 | 50-64 | 65+ | Higher | Intermediate | Routine | England | Wales | Scotland | North | Midlands | London Rse:ltl::]f
Weighted Sample| 4212 [758]1083] 388 | 455 | 262 | 1478 [1504[2039] 2173 | 442 [1740]1040] 990 | 1428 943 1259 | 3643 [ 202 ] 366 | 998 | 691 510 | 1445
Unweighted Sample| 4212 [663[1126] 433 | 482 | 285 [ 1607 [1507[1846] 2366 [ 384 [1615[1115[1098] 1585 975 1064 | 3630 | 245 | 337 [ 981 [ 705 442 | 1502
% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %
23-26 27 Jan-
Jul'22 1 Feb '26
Do you think each of the following is a good or
bad reason for an MP to defect from one
political party to another?
If the MP is dissatisfied with the party leader
Very good reason 10 13 14 8 9 26 12 6 18|13 13 |16 10 13 16| 9 13 16 13 12 13 13 13 12 12
Fairly good reason 31 35 37 34 36 42 37| 3 36 |3 35 |4 37 32 32| 34 37 36 36 33 34 34 39 35 36
TOTAL GOOD REASON 41 48 51 42 45 68 49 39 54 49 48 62 47 45 48 43 50 52 49 45 47 47 52 47 48
Fairly bad reason 27 26 28 33 32 17 27| 3 23|27 24 |19 25 28 27| 31 24 22 25 28 30 25 25 27 25
Very bad reason 11 10 12 14 11 4 10 14 10 | 12 8 2 8 13 13| 14 10 7 10 10 12 10 9 7 11
TOTAL BAD REASON 38 36 40 41 43 21 37 48 33 39 32 21 33 41 40 45 34 29 35 38 42 35 34 34 36
Don'tknow 21 6 |10 11 12 2 14| 13 14|12 20 |16 20 14 12| 12 17 19 | 17 17 10 | 18 14 19 16
If the MP is dissatisfied with the party as a
whole
Very good reason 24 25 25 20 23 44 26 19 31| 24 26 | 26 23 24 27| 23 24 27 25 26 23 26 26 21 24
Fairly good reason 41 47 49 52 50 42 53 | 51 45 | 48 46 | 50 46 48 46 | 49 47 46 47 44 52 44 47 44 50
TOTAL GOOD REASON 65 72 74 72 73 86 79 70 76 72 72 76 69 72 73 72 7 73 72 70 75 70 73 65 74
Fairly bad reason 11 10 12 14 12 3 9 14 8 | 11 9 6 10 11 11| 13 10 8 10 7 12 10 10 14 9
Very bad reason 6 4 6 4 4 2 3 5 4 | 5 3 2 3 5 6 5 4 4 4 5 5 5 4 3 4
TOTAL BAD REASON 17 14 18 18 16 5 12 19 12 16 12 8 13 16 17 18 14 12 14 12 17 15 14 17 13
Don'tknow 18 14 |9 9 1 9 0] 11 1212 16 |16 18 11 10| 10 15 16 | 15 19 8 | 16 13 17 14
If the party that the MP defects from does badly
in an election
Very good reason 2 2 3 2 2 3 1 1 3 3 2 2 2 2 3 1 1 4 2 2 1 3 2 2 2
Fairly good reason 5 9 1 6 8 14 6 6 12 | 10 8 9 9 8 12| 6 10 12 9 7 1 9 9 10 9
TOTAL GOOD REASON 7 1 14 8 10 17 7 7 15 13 10 11 11 10 15 7 1 16 1 9 12 12 1 12 11
Fairly bad reason 27 33 36 35 36 36 34| 33 3|33 34 |37 30 32 38| 34 33 34 33 35 32 32 36 35 33
Very bad reason 45 37 36 45 45 33 44 | 47 34|39 36 |32 38 43 33| 47 36 30 37 38 41 37 35 35 38
TOTAL BAD REASON 72 70 72 80 81 69 78 80 69 72 70 69 68 75 71 81 69 64 70 73 73 69 71 70 71
Don'tknow 21 18 |14 12 9 15 15| 13 17|15 21 |20 21 15 13| 12 20 21 | 18 18 14 | 19 17 18 18
If the MP doesn't agree with the party's stance
on a particular issue
Very good reason 11 15 14 11 13 26 17 11 18|15 14 |16 15 14 14| 14 14 16 15 17 15 16 15 16 13
Fairly good reason 39 45 45 50 44 52 44 | 44 46 | 45 44 | 52 45 44 43 | 47 43 43 45 43 47 43 47 42 45
TOTAL GOOD REASON 50 60 59 61 57 78 61 55 64 60 58 68 60 58 57 61 57 59 60 60 62 59 62 58 58
Fairly bad reason 21 19 25 22 24 11 19| 25 17|20 18 | 13 17 21 23| 21 20 18 19 16 19 19 17 19 21
Very bad reason 7 5 6 6 7 2 5 7 5 | 7 4 3 4 6 7 6 6 4 5 6 8 5 4 6 5
TOTAL BAD REASON 28 24 31 28 31 13 24 32 22 27 22 16 21 271 30 27 26 22 24 22 27 24 21 25 26
Don'tknow 22 %6 |10 11 12 10 15| 13 13|13 19 |15 19 15 12| 12 17 18 | 16 18 12 | 16 16 18 16
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Vote in 2024 GE EURef2016 |  Gender Age S°°'°'e°°"(;';‘_';£gss'f'°a"°" Country Region in England
Total
Con| Lab IIJ-::n ReLoIzm Green | Remain | Leave | Male | Female | 18-24 | 25-49 | 50-64 | 65+ | Higher | Intermediate | Routine | England | Wales | Scotland | North | Midlands | London Rse:ltl::]f
Weighted Sample| 4212 |758]|1083] 388 455 | 262 | 1478 | 1504 12039] 2173 | 442 | 1740|1040 990 | 1428 943 1259 3643 | 202 366 998 691 510 1445
Unweighted Sample| 4212 [663[1126] 433 482 285 | 1607 | 1507 |1846| 2366 | 384 |1615[1115]1098] 1585 975 1064 3630 | 245 337 981 705 442 1502
% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %
If the MP has a better chance of winning their
position/ seat with another party
Very good reason 2 2 4 1 2 2 1 1 4 3 2 1 1 3 4 1 2 3 2 1 2 3 3 3 1
Fairly good reason 6 12 14 10 9 18 7 8 14 14 10 13 10 10 16 8 12 15 12 8 13 11 14 12 11
TOTAL GOOD REASON 8 14 18 11 11 20 8 9 18 17 12 14 11 13 20 9 14 18 14 9 15 14 17 15 12
Fairly bad reason 22 28 33 26 30 32 30 26 30 | 27 29 3 26 27 31 27 30 28 28 33 27 26 31 25 28
Very bad reason 51 42 39 52 48 37 47 53 38 44 40 35 43 48 37 53 39 34 42 42 46 43 37 42 42
TOTAL BAD REASON 73 70 72 78 78 69 77 79 68 71 69 66 69 75 68 80 69 62 70 75 73 69 68 67 70
Don'tknow 20 6 |9 11 11 12 14| 11 1413 19 [ 21 20 13 12| 11 18 19 | 17 16 13 | 17 15 18 17
If the party that the MP defects from is viewed
negatively in the news/ media
Very good reason 2 3 3 2 1 5 2 1 4 3 2 3 2 3 4 1 1 5 3 2 2 4 3 2 3
Fairly good reason 10 13 13 1 13 19 10 9 15 14 12 17 12 10 16 10 15 15 13 12 13 13 14 15 12
TOTAL GOOD REASON 12 16 16 13 14 24 12 10 19 17 14 20 14 13 20 11 16 20 16 14 15 17 17 17 15
Fairly bad reason 32 35 36 37 41 34 39 37 34 | 35 34 38 34 33 36 38 34 33 35 36 35 34 35 36 35
Very bad reason 33 28 30 35 31 26 30 36 27 31 26 19 27 35 28 35 28 23 28 27 32 28 27 25 30
TOTAL BAD REASON 65 63 66 72 72 60 69 73 61 66 60 57 61 68 64 73 62 56 63 63 67 62 62 61 65
Don'tknow 23 21 |18 15 14 16 18| 16 20|17 25 |22 25 19 16| 15 22 24 | 21 22 18 | 22 21 22 21
If the party that the MP defects from is expected
to do badly in an election
Very good reason 1 1 2 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 3 2 1 2 2 2 1 1
Fairly good reason 4 8 10 6 6 12 5 4 11 10 7 9 7 8 10 5 10 9 8 6 9 8 9 10 7
TOTAL GOOD REASON 5 9 12 7 8 14 (] 5 13 12 8 10 8 9 13 6 11 12 10 7 11 10 11 11 8
Fairly bad reason 27 31 34 31 34 38 32 30 32 | 30 32 38 28 29 37 30 31 34 31 36 27 29 34 30 32
Very bad reason 48 42 43 51 47 36 49 53 39 | 45 40 34 44 49 38 53 40 35 42 39 51 43 40 41 42
TOTAL BAD REASON 75 73 77 82 81 74 81 83 71 75 72 72 72 78 75 83 71 69 73 75 78 72 74 71 74
Don'tknow 20 17 |11 11 10 12 14| 12 15|13 20 |18 20 14 13| 11 18 19 | 17 18 12 | 18 16 17 17
If the party the MP defects from has changed
their views significantly resulting in many core
policies shifting to a different position
Very good reason 28 30 29 29 34 40 35 27 33 | 29 30 38 31 28 27 33 26 27 30 31 29 31 32 29 29
Fairly good reason 39 44 46 51 44 43 44 49 43 45 42 39 40 47 48 45 47 43 43 40 46 42 44 41 45
TOTAL GOOD REASON 67 74 75 80 78 83 79 76 76 74 72 7 M 75 75 78 73 70 73 4 75 73 76 70 74
Fairly bad reason 7 6 7 6 8 3 7 7 5 7 5 4 5 7 7 6 6 6 6 7 8 6 6 7 5
Very bad reason 4 3 5 3 2 2 3 4 3 4 3 2 3 4 4 4 4 3 3 4 4 3 3 3 3
TOTAL BAD REASON 11 9 12 9 10 5 10 1 8 1 8 6 8 1 11 10 10 9 9 1 12 9 9 10 8
Don'tknow 21 17 |13 11 1 12 12| 12 16|14 20 |17 20 15 15| 12 18 21 | 18 18 13 | 19 16 19 18
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Weighted Sample
Unweighted Sample

If the MP genuinely changes their mind
Very good reason
Fairly good reason
TOTAL GOOD REASON
Fairly bad reason
Very bad reason
TOTAL BAD REASON
Don’t know

If an MP defects from a political party, meaning
that they no longer are a member of the political
party they were in when they were elected, do
you think there should or should not be a by-
election in the constituency they represent?

Should
Should not
Don't know

*Any percentages calculated on bases fewer than
100 respondents do not represent a wide enough
cross-section of the target population to be
considered statistically reliable. These figures
should not be used.

© 2026 YouGov plc. All Rights Reserved

www.yougov.co.uk

Vote in 2024 GE EU Ref 2016 Gender Age S°°'°'e°°"(;';‘_';ggss'f'°a"°" Country Region in England
Total
Con| Lab IIJ-::n ReLoIzm Green | Remain | Leave | Male | Female | 18-24 | 25-49 | 50-64 | 65+ | Higher | Intermediate | Routine | England | Wales | Scotland | North | Midlands | London Rse:ltl::]f
4212 |758[1083| 388 455 | 262 | 1478 | 1504|2039 2173 | 442 [1740{1040]| 990 | 1428 943 1259 | 3643 | 202 366 998 691 510 1445
4212 |663|1126] 433 482 | 285 | 1607 | 1507 | 1846 2366 | 384 [1615[1115]1098] 1585 975 1064 | 3630 | 245 337 981 705 442 1502
% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %
25 20 18 18 26 30 21 17 22 | 20 20 29 20 20 17 21 19 18 21 19 18 21 19 23 20
37 45 47 49 42 48 54 50 46 | 46 45 40 44 47 49 48 47 44 45 46 49 44 48 40 46
62 65 65 67 68 78 75 67 68 66 65 69 64 67 66 69 66 62 66 65 67 65 67 63 66
10 12 16 14 14 8 9 14 11 13 11 10 11 14 12 12 12 12 12 10 12 12 12 12 12
6 5 5 5 5 2 4 6 5 6 3 3 5 5 6 5 3 6 5 4 6 5 6 5 5
16 17 21 19 19 10 13 20 16 19 14 13 16 19 18 17 15 18 17 14 18 17 18 17 17
21 17 13 13 13 12 12 13 16 15 20 18 20 14 16 13 18 20 18 21 15 18 15 21 17
15-16 27 Jan -
Aug 22 1 Feb '26
69 68 73 78 76 62 75 78 68 | 74 62 56 63 74 75 77 65 63 67 64 75 69 70 62 67
13 10 14 7 9 18 7 8 13 10 10 10 11 9 11 8 12 12 11 12 8 11 11 12 10
18 22 14 14 15 20 18 14 18 15 28 34 26 16 14 15 23 25 22 24 17 20 20 26 24




