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Survey details

e 1,113 parents of children
aged 11-17 across England
and Wales

e 315t January to 6" February
2014

* Representative by region
and social grade
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Likelihood to apply
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Parents believe that 35% of young people go to university.

Q. Approximately what percentage of UK young people do you think attended a UK university in the last academic year (2012-2013)? Q. How likely or unlikely do you think it is that they
4 will apply to go to university regardless of whether they actually go or not? Q. To what extent, if at all, do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? It is important to You
me that my child goes to university (Base: 1,113 — Feb 2014) .
What the world thinks



The expectation that children will apply for university is much higher in London

London

East of England
West Midlands
Wales

South East
Yorkshire & Humber
South West

North West

East Midlands

North East

I 779
I 649
I 63
I 63
I 619
I 0%
I 60
I 59
I 59
I 569

Q. How likely or unlikely do you think it is that they will apply to go to university regardless of whether they actually go or not? (1,113 — Feb 2014) Y G
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Likelihood to apply

HH income
of £50k+

30%

& Parent went to Parent left school at

HH income university

i 76% 46%
56%

Q. How likely or unlikely do you think it is that they will apply to go to university regardless of whether they actually go or not? (1,113 — Feb 2014)
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The options
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Three out of ten think university is over-rated, a third that children would
benefit more from going to work

University education is over-rated 40%

Benefit more from going to work after
school than University

If you don't have a degree these days
you can't get a decent job

PAY 50%

B Agree B Neither nor m Disagree

Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the these statements. (Base: 1,006 — April 2012).

8 YouGov
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Nearly half feel apprenticeships are a good route for their children

An apprenticeship

Other vocational qualifications 28%
such as BTECs or City & Guilds 0
An NVQ or SVQ vocational o

Which, if any, of the following would you consider to be a good route for your child for them to obtain their desired career? (Please tick all that apply) (Base: 1,113 —

9 Feb 2014 ) YouGov
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Affordability
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A majority of parents believe that a degree has its own value and is not just for
getting a job

“Students just can’t afford to

go to university these days”
60%

“Valued for its
own sake not

just getting a

job”
69%
Went to Left school at
university 16
50% 72%

Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statements....(Base: 1,006 — April 2012) Y G 2
11 ousoov
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Six out of ten parents do not
consider current fees to be
“value for money.”

North East
South West
East Midlands
Wales

South East
North West

London

East of England

No difference in terms of the West Midlands
parents means Yorkshire & Humber _ 50%

12 To what extent, if at all, do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? | do not consider current university fees to be value for money (Base: 1,113 — Feb I OUGOV
2014). What the world thinks



Making the case: What should Universities do?

Be clear how individual degree courses improve the
student's employment chances

Show how they deliver VFM

Explain how tuition fee income is spent
Show an enhanced student experience
Define the university's unique qualities
Show its added value

Make the case against other post-18 options

Q. Which if any, of the following do you think universities should be doing to make them more attractive to potential students (Base: 642 — Jun 2011)

13

I 56%
I 54%
I 53 %
I 40%
I 37 %
I 35%
HN 18%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

YouGov
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Funding remains a complex issue

Lower Student Living Grants and use the

savings made to help fund more students _ 34% <G ‘ T
. LA

from lower income backgrounds to go

Maintain Student Living Grants so that
the same number of students can go

I, /2
vortknow | 24%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Q. A Student Living Grant, (which is means tested based on parents’ salary), is provided by the government to help students with their living costs. Grants do not have to be paid ®
14 back to the government but can reduce the loan amount a student receives. If you had to choose, which ONE of the following would you prefer? (Base: 1,113 — Feb 2014) You Gov
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And split again on significance of debt

15

Q. Students leave university with large debts but the benefits in getting a higher paid job make up for this (Base: 1,006 — April 2012)

7 Benefits of higher
‘\ paid job make up
for debts

36%

S

Benefits of higher
paid job don’t
make up for
debts

< 38%
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Modes of delivery
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Two-thirds prefer the traditional delivery on site, but a quarter are
open to part online at home. Most think doing something online is a
good idea

Offering part of degrees

A university degree .
y aeg online?

course delivered
fully on site at the
university

Bad

Good

ldea

A university degree Unsure

delivered partly
online with studying
mainly at home
rather than on site

Q. Which, if any, of the following would you consider to be a good route for your child for them to obtain their desired career? Q. Some universities may be able to offer an
17 alternative to the traditional full-time and part-time learning courses and instead offer part of the degree online (e.g. online seminars/ lectures rather than face to face) To what YOUGOV
extent, if at all, do you think that this is a good or a bad idea? (Base: 1,113 — Feb 2014) What the world thinks



Summary
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Challenges checklist

v’ Questions of VFM
v quswta NCE o{pmewtm {MV\,O{'WL@

v twareaslwgtgj attractive, coherent and wnderstood
alternatives

v BY an openness to alternative methods of delivery

v To vmualee the case

19 You

VWhat the world thinks



