
YouGov-Cambridge/PoliticsHome Survey Results

Sample Size: 2206

Fieldwork: 14th - 15th June 2011

Total Con Lab Lib Dem Con Lab Lib Dem Male Female 18-24 25-39 40-59 60+ ABC1 C2DE London
Rest of 

South

Midlands / 

Wales
North Scotland

Weighted Sample 2206 646 593 504 1072 1134 267 563 754 622 1257 949 282 717 472 543 192

Unweighted Sample 2206 636 706 165 648 563 532 1042 1164 135 563 873 635 1494 712 344 713 439 481 229

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

Every year, the UK government sends resources 

to other countries with the aim of benefitting the 

country who receives these resources. Which of 

the following do you see as the best description 

for this policy?

International development 16 15 19 26 14 16 21 18 14 17 18 16 13 19 11 20 15 15 14 16

International aid 35 39 36 41 35 39 36 29 40 38 32 37 32 38 30 32 35 33 36 42

Foreign aid 34 37 32 25 40 32 31 39 30 30 35 31 41 29 41 35 35 35 35 28

Other 4 3 3 2 5 3 3 5 3 4 4 5 5 4 5 3 5 6 4 1

Don't know 11 6 10 7 6 10 9 9 12 12 11 11 10 10 12 10 10 11 11 13

Have you heard of any particular projects that 

have been supported by international aid?

Yes 34 40 32 34 39 32 33 36 32 22 26 40 38 38 29 36 33 37 30 39

No 66 60 68 66 61 68 67 64 68 78 74 60 62 62 71 64 67 63 70 61

Generally speaking, how favourable or 

unfavourable are you towards the principal of 

international aid?

Very favourable 11 7 15 19 6 14 15 14 7 16 12 11 7 14 6 14 10 11 8 13

Somewhat favourable 30 33 34 38 30 33 34 29 32 29 33 29 30 34 25 28 30 29 29 41

TOTAL FAVOURABLE 41 40 49 57 36 47 49 43 39 45 45 40 37 48 31 42 40 40 37 54

Neither favourable nor unfavourable 17 13 19 13 14 19 16 14 20 18 18 19 13 15 19 19 14 16 20 15

Somewhat unfavourable 21 27 16 15 27 17 18 20 22 11 18 22 26 20 22 20 23 20 20 17

Very unfavourable 17 18 13 12 22 13 14 20 15 15 14 16 23 13 23 14 18 21 17 10

TOTAL UNFAVOURABLE 38 45 29 27 49 30 32 40 37 26 32 38 49 33 45 34 41 41 37 27

Don't know 4 2 3 3 2 3 4 4 5 11 6 2 2 4 5 5 4 3 6 4

2010 VoteVoting intention Gender Age Social Grade Region
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Along with spending on the NHS, the 

international aid budget is the only area of 

government spending that is not facing cuts. 

The government has promised to increase this 

budget by one third to 0.7% of Gross National 

Income (GNI), in line with international 

agreements signed previously.  Generally 

speaking, how favourable or unfavourable are 

you towards this policy?

Very favourable 9 5 12 16 4 11 11 11 6 9 8 9 7 10 6 11 9 8 7 10

Somewhat favourable 15 17 18 23 16 17 18 18 13 15 17 15 15 19 11 17 15 15 14 20

TOTAL FAVOURABLE 24 22 30 39 20 28 29 29 19 24 25 24 22 29 17 28 24 23 21 30

Neither favourable nor unfavourable 14 13 16 14 10 18 12 12 16 16 17 14 9 14 14 17 14 11 15 12

Somewhat unfavourable 25 30 24 24 29 24 27 24 26 19 26 25 26 25 24 19 25 26 24 33

Very unfavourable 31 33 26 16 38 27 25 31 31 28 24 31 38 27 36 30 31 35 32 20

TOTAL UNFAVOURABLE 56 63 50 40 67 51 52 55 57 47 50 56 64 52 60 49 56 61 56 53

Don't know 6 3 4 7 3 4 7 5 8 13 7 5 4 5 8 6 7 5 8 6

The following have been suggested as 

arguments for or against international aid.

Please state how far you disagree or agree with 

each.

International aid reduces UK immigration by 

increasing job opportunities in home countries

Strongly agree 3 2 4 7 2 4 3 4 3 3 4 3 3 3 3 5 3 3 3 3

Tend to agree 18 15 21 29 15 20 23 16 19 24 18 15 18 20 15 17 20 16 16 20

TOTAL AGREE 21 17 25 36 17 24 26 20 22 27 22 18 21 23 18 22 23 19 19 23

Neither agree nor disagree 23 21 25 22 20 26 22 23 23 24 22 24 22 23 22 30 21 20 21 31

Tend to disagree 23 28 22 22 25 25 26 24 23 18 21 25 26 24 22 17 24 24 27 21

Strongly disagree 21 24 16 10 27 15 15 23 19 16 18 24 22 19 23 23 22 25 18 14

TOTAL DISAGREE 44 52 38 32 52 40 41 47 42 34 39 49 48 43 45 40 46 49 45 35

Don't know 12 9 11 10 11 11 11 10 13 15 16 9 9 10 14 9 10 13 15 11
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International aid is spent on projects that don't 

deserve funding

Strongly agree 13 14 10 5 16 9 10 15 11 8 9 12 20 11 16 13 13 15 14 6

Tend to agree 24 31 20 26 30 21 21 26 22 19 21 21 32 23 25 25 25 21 25 20

TOTAL AGREE 37 45 30 31 46 30 31 41 33 27 30 33 52 34 41 38 38 36 39 26

Neither agree nor disagree 25 23 28 21 23 31 21 25 25 23 26 30 19 24 26 28 24 28 21 28

Tend to disagree 19 20 21 30 18 17 28 18 20 22 20 20 16 22 16 18 21 18 18 24

Strongly disagree 5 3 8 5 3 8 6 5 5 8 4 6 4 7 3 5 4 5 5 9

TOTAL DISAGREE 24 23 29 35 21 25 34 23 25 30 24 26 20 29 19 23 25 23 23 33

Don't know 14 10 14 13 11 13 13 11 16 19 19 11 9 13 15 11 13 13 17 13

International aid reduces international terrorism 

by improving the lives of ordinary citizens in 

developing countries

Strongly agree 2 1 3 3 1 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 3 1 3 2 1 2 3

Tend to agree 17 14 20 26 14 20 22 17 16 17 15 16 18 20 12 22 17 14 15 18

TOTAL AGREE 19 15 23 29 15 23 25 20 18 19 17 18 20 23 13 25 19 15 17 21

Neither agree nor disagree 23 23 23 25 23 24 23 23 24 30 25 22 21 23 24 22 24 22 25 26

Tend to disagree 23 27 22 29 24 23 23 21 25 17 23 25 25 24 23 21 23 26 22 25

Strongly disagree 24 28 20 8 30 19 19 27 20 16 20 26 27 21 27 25 25 25 22 18

TOTAL DISAGREE 47 55 42 37 54 42 42 48 45 33 43 51 52 45 50 46 48 51 44 43

Don't know 11 7 11 9 9 10 10 8 13 18 15 9 7 10 12 7 9 12 14 10

International aid enhances the power of bad 

governments in developing countries

Strongly agree 18 23 13 10 24 12 15 21 16 11 12 17 29 17 20 22 17 20 19 12

Tend to agree 31 36 30 33 35 31 29 31 32 29 28 32 34 29 34 31 32 33 30 31

TOTAL AGREE 49 59 43 43 59 43 44 52 48 40 40 49 63 46 54 53 49 53 49 43

Neither agree nor disagree 24 21 27 30 20 28 27 24 24 22 27 27 18 25 22 28 27 21 21 23

Tend to disagree 12 10 14 18 9 13 15 11 12 17 12 12 9 14 9 8 11 11 11 19

Strongly disagree 4 3 5 1 4 5 4 4 3 2 4 4 3 4 4 2 3 5 4 3

TOTAL DISAGREE 16 13 19 19 13 18 19 15 15 19 16 16 12 18 13 10 14 16 15 22

Don't know 11 7 11 8 8 11 10 9 14 19 17 8 7 11 12 9 10 9 15 13
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International aid is our moral responsibility and 

sets an example to other developed countries to 

increase their own international aid budgets

Strongly agree 10 7 13 19 6 13 12 13 7 15 9 9 9 14 5 13 10 7 8 13

Tend to agree 28 28 32 35 25 29 37 27 28 27 32 28 23 31 23 26 28 26 27 32

TOTAL AGREE 38 35 45 54 31 42 49 40 35 42 41 37 32 45 28 39 38 33 35 45

Neither agree nor disagree 22 23 20 10 23 21 16 20 24 27 20 24 19 21 23 23 21 22 22 25

Tend to disagree 15 17 16 18 17 16 14 15 16 12 14 13 21 14 17 16 16 15 15 13

Strongly disagree 18 21 13 12 24 13 15 21 16 8 15 20 24 15 23 17 18 23 18 12

TOTAL DISAGREE 33 38 29 30 41 29 29 36 32 20 29 33 45 29 40 33 34 38 33 25

Don't know 7 3 7 6 4 7 6 5 9 11 10 5 4 6 9 5 6 7 10 5

Please state how far you disagree or agree with 

each.

International aid fails to reach ordinary people 

in the developed world, and is wasted by 

corrupt governments

Strongly agree 30 33 25 24 37 25 25 31 29 21 25 28 40 26 34 30 29 33 31 19

Tend to agree 39 43 39 35 38 38 40 38 39 40 37 38 41 39 39 38 41 35 38 43

TOTAL AGREE 69 76 64 59 75 63 65 69 68 61 62 66 81 65 73 68 70 68 69 62

Neither agree nor disagree 15 15 16 18 13 18 16 15 15 14 16 19 10 16 14 16 15 17 13 17

Tend to disagree 6 3 9 11 3 8 9 8 4 6 7 7 4 8 3 6 7 4 5 9

Strongly disagree 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

TOTAL DISAGREE 7 4 10 12 4 9 10 9 5 6 8 8 5 9 4 7 8 5 6 10

Don't know 10 6 9 11 7 10 9 8 11 19 13 8 4 10 9 9 8 9 12 12

International aid reduces international terrorism 

by improving the security forces in developing 

countries

Strongly agree 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 2 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 0

Tend to agree 10 10 12 16 8 12 12 12 8 15 11 9 9 12 8 9 10 9 11 13

TOTAL AGREE 11 11 13 17 9 12 13 14 9 17 13 10 10 13 9 11 11 10 13 13

Neither agree nor disagree 26 26 26 29 24 28 25 24 27 27 30 26 23 25 27 31 27 25 22 29

Tend to disagree 30 33 30 29 32 28 32 29 30 26 25 32 33 31 28 31 28 31 30 31

Strongly disagree 19 21 16 10 24 16 15 21 17 9 12 22 26 17 22 17 21 19 19 13

TOTAL DISAGREE 49 54 46 39 56 44 47 50 47 35 37 54 59 48 50 48 49 50 49 44

Don't know 14 10 15 15 11 15 15 11 17 21 20 12 8 14 14 11 13 15 17 13
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International aid discourages governments in 

developing countries from spending money on 

their own people

Strongly agree 19 18 16 11 22 17 15 19 20 10 15 20 27 16 24 22 18 22 19 15

Tend to agree 36 44 35 35 40 35 34 35 36 26 34 36 40 35 36 32 35 36 36 39

TOTAL AGREE 55 62 51 46 62 52 49 54 56 36 49 56 67 51 60 54 53 58 55 54

Neither agree nor disagree 22 21 23 25 22 23 21 23 22 31 22 23 17 22 23 24 25 22 20 16

Tend to disagree 11 10 13 17 8 12 15 12 9 16 10 11 8 14 6 12 11 9 9 16

Strongly disagree 2 1 3 1 2 3 3 3 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 3 2 2 2

TOTAL DISAGREE 13 11 16 18 10 15 18 15 10 18 12 13 10 16 8 13 14 11 11 18

Don't know 10 6 10 11 6 11 11 8 12 16 16 8 5 11 10 8 8 9 13 13

International aid improves diplomatic relations 

with countries in receipt of aid, whose support 

we may need in the future

Strongly agree 5 5 5 5 4 4 6 6 3 10 5 4 3 6 3 7 5 4 4 4

Tend to agree 36 39 41 50 35 40 40 39 34 42 37 36 33 41 30 38 36 34 34 47

TOTAL AGREE 41 44 46 55 39 44 46 45 37 52 42 40 36 47 33 45 41 38 38 51

Neither agree nor disagree 28 29 27 27 27 27 30 26 31 21 27 30 31 27 31 27 32 27 27 27

Tend to disagree 13 16 12 5 19 12 10 13 14 8 10 13 19 13 14 12 11 16 16 12

Strongly disagree 9 8 8 6 10 9 6 9 9 7 8 10 10 7 12 9 10 10 8 6

TOTAL DISAGREE 22 24 20 11 29 21 16 22 23 15 18 23 29 20 26 21 21 26 24 18

Don't know 8 4 7 8 5 8 7 6 10 12 12 7 4 7 10 7 6 9 11 5

International aid takes money away from the 

poor in developed countries and gives it to the 

rich in developing countries

Strongly agree 16 16 13 8 18 13 14 17 15 10 13 14 24 12 21 17 16 17 16 10

Tend to agree 26 31 24 24 30 24 24 25 26 15 23 27 31 26 25 23 24 28 27 26

TOTAL AGREE 42 47 37 32 48 37 38 42 41 25 36 41 55 38 46 40 40 45 43 36

Neither agree nor disagree 27 24 29 26 25 30 23 26 27 32 28 28 22 26 28 30 28 24 26 26

Tend to disagree 18 19 19 25 16 18 24 20 16 23 17 20 14 21 13 17 18 17 17 26

Strongly disagree 3 3 5 4 3 4 5 4 3 5 3 3 3 4 2 3 4 5 2 2

TOTAL DISAGREE 21 22 24 29 19 22 29 24 19 28 20 23 17 25 15 20 22 22 19 28

Don't know 11 7 10 13 9 11 10 8 13 15 15 9 8 11 11 11 10 10 13 10
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Which of the following statements come closer 

to your view?

Charity begins at home. The UK is experiencing the 

most severe spending cuts in a generation, with 

almost every public service being cut back. We 

can’t afford to spend money on international aid at 

such a time and should focus on our problems at 

home, especially as much of the international aid 

budget is wasted.

56 57 53 37 60 53 48 56 57 51 56 56 58 49 65 53 54 57 62 48

Britain’s problems don’t compare to the levels of 

poverty in the developing world. Raising the 

international aid budget is a moral responsibility, 

which Britain signed up to in international 

agreements. It represents such a small amount of 

money (0.7% of GNI) compared to other areas of 

government spending, and the poorest people in 

the world shouldn’t have to suffer more because of 

the international economic slowdown.

26 26 31 46 22 30 36 29 24 28 25 28 25 33 18 29 29 23 21 35

Neither statement is valid 12 14 13 12 15 14 11 12 13 12 13 12 13 14 11 10 13 13 12 13

Don't know 5 3 3 5 4 3 6 4 7 9 6 4 4 4 6 7 4 6 5 4

Which political party, if any, do you trust most 

on international development policy? By this we 

mean which party's instincts do you believe are 

closest to your own on international 

development policy?

Labour 22 1 55 4 1 53 18 25 19 18 22 24 21 21 23 22 16 18 30 27

Conservatives 17 51 2 6 44 1 4 18 15 15 16 15 20 19 13 22 19 16 13 11

Liberal Democrats 5 1 1 44 1 0 17 7 4 9 5 5 3 7 3 5 7 5 4 4

Other 9 6 5 4 10 6 6 12 7 10 7 11 10 8 11 6 7 11 11 13

Don't know 47 40 37 41 44 39 55 38 55 48 50 45 46 45 50 45 50 49 42 45

The Prime Minister announced on Monday that 

the UK is contributing £814m of new funding for 

vaccines for over 80m children in developing 

countries in a bid to save 1.4m lives by 2015. To 

what extent do you approve or disapprove of 

this decision?

Strongly approve 19 18 24 25 16 23 23 22 15 26 16 17 20 23 13 23 19 18 15 24

Somewhat approve 28 32 27 38 31 26 30 25 30 26 31 28 26 29 25 28 27 27 27 35

TOTAL APPROVE 47 50 51 63 47 49 53 47 45 52 47 45 46 52 38 51 46 45 42 59

Neither approve nor disapprove 15 13 16 11 13 17 15 14 16 14 16 16 13 15 15 14 15 16 16 11

Somewhat disapprove 18 19 17 12 20 18 14 17 20 15 16 20 19 16 21 13 19 20 18 19
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Strongly disapprove 16 15 14 7 19 13 14 17 14 6 14 17 20 12 21 16 17 16 18 7

TOTAL DISAPPROVE 34 34 31 19 39 31 28 34 34 21 30 37 39 28 42 29 36 36 36 26

Don't know 5 2 3 7 2 4 5 4 5 12 7 2 2 4 5 6 4 3 6 4

If the Government goes ahead with plans to 

increase the international aid budget, will this 

make you more or less likely to donate to 

overseas aid charities like Oxfam and Save The 

Children?

Much more likely 2 2 2 0 1 3 0 2 1 1 3 1 1 1 2 3 1 1 2 1

A little more likely 3 3 4 4 3 3 3 3 3 6 3 3 1 3 2 3 3 2 3 2

TOTAL MORE LIKELY 5 5 6 4 4 6 3 5 4 7 6 4 2 4 4 6 4 3 5 3

Neither more nor less likely 38 39 41 50 36 38 47 38 37 38 36 38 38 39 35 37 38 38 34 44

A little less likely 8 10 8 12 9 9 8 8 8 8 11 8 7 9 7 9 9 7 9 6

Much less likely 17 17 15 15 20 14 16 14 19 11 16 17 19 15 19 13 16 20 18 11

TOTAL LESS LIKELY 25 27 23 27 29 23 24 22 27 19 27 25 26 24 26 22 25 27 27 17

Would never donate to an overseas aid charity 20 21 17 5 22 19 13 20 19 13 16 21 23 17 23 18 19 18 22 18

Would always donate to an overseas aid charity 

anyway
4 3 5 3 3 5 6 4 4 5 3 4 5 5 3 3 5 5 4 5

Don't know 9 6 9 10 6 8 8 9 9 18 13 7 5 10 9 13 8 8 9 12

Does the decision to increase the international 

aid budget make you more or less favourable 

towards...

The Coalition government

Much more favourable 1 2 1 6 2 1 2 2 1 1 2 1 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2

A little more favourable 9 8 9 22 7 9 14 11 7 15 10 8 8 12 6 11 10 9 8 11

TOTAL MORE FAVOURABLE 10 10 10 28 9 10 16 13 8 16 12 9 9 14 7 13 11 11 9 13

No change 47 55 47 49 51 45 49 46 47 46 47 49 43 50 42 48 47 45 44 55

A little less favourable 13 20 10 9 19 10 10 13 13 9 14 14 13 13 13 12 15 16 12 8

Much less favourable 24 12 30 10 18 31 21 23 24 19 18 24 30 19 30 20 22 24 28 20

TOTAL LESS FAVOURABLE 37 32 40 19 37 41 31 36 37 28 32 38 43 32 43 32 37 40 40 28

Don't know 6 3 4 4 4 5 5 4 8 10 9 4 4 5 8 7 5 5 8 5

Prime Minister David Cameron

Much more favourable 2 4 1 1 4 2 1 3 1 4 1 1 2 3 0 3 2 2 1 1

A little more favourable 9 10 7 18 8 7 11 11 6 12 9 9 7 10 7 9 8 10 8 12

TOTAL MORE FAVOURABLE 11 14 8 19 12 9 12 14 7 16 10 10 9 13 7 12 10 12 9 13

No change 46 52 46 55 48 44 51 45 47 46 49 47 42 50 40 49 47 44 42 53

A little less favourable 14 23 9 7 21 9 9 14 13 7 14 14 16 13 15 12 16 15 12 9

Much less favourable 24 9 32 14 15 33 23 23 24 19 19 25 29 19 30 20 22 24 28 21

TOTAL LESS FAVOURABLE 38 32 41 21 36 42 32 37 37 26 33 39 45 32 45 32 38 39 40 30

Don't know 6 3 4 4 4 5 4 4 8 12 9 4 4 4 8 7 6 5 8 4
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The Conservative Party

Much more favourable 1 3 0 1 3 1 0 2 1 2 1 1 2 2 0 3 1 1 1 1

A little more favourable 6 10 5 7 8 4 6 8 4 11 7 5 4 7 4 7 5 8 5 6

TOTAL MORE FAVOURABLE 7 13 5 8 11 5 6 10 5 13 8 6 6 9 4 10 6 9 6 7

No change 50 55 49 64 51 48 55 50 50 50 51 51 47 55 43 51 52 48 44 61

A little less favourable 13 21 8 9 19 8 10 13 13 7 13 14 13 13 13 11 14 13 13 8

Much less favourable 24 8 33 15 15 34 23 23 24 19 19 25 29 19 30 21 22 25 28 20

TOTAL LESS FAVOURABLE 37 29 41 24 34 42 33 36 37 26 32 39 42 32 43 32 36 38 41 28

Don't know 6 3 4 5 4 5 5 4 9 12 10 4 4 5 9 7 6 5 8 5
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