
YouGov / Britain's Beer Alliance Survey Results

Sample Size: 1746 GB Adults

Fieldwork: 2nd - 3rd October 2018

Total Con Lab
Lib 

Dem
Remain Leave Male Female 18-24 25-49 50-64 65+ ABC1 C2DE London

Rest of 

South

Midlands / 

Wales
North Scotland Urban

Town and 

Fringe
Rural

Weighted Sample 1746 599 573 107 686 746 845 901 196 737 414 400 995 751 234 566 374 421 152 1431 141 171

Unweighted Sample 1746 616 551 106 744 740 787 959 149 735 413 449 1058 688 128 611 407 436 164 1398 159 186

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

9-10 

Nov 

2017

2-3 

Oct 

2018

How important, if at all, do you think pubs are 

as part of local communities?

Very important 32 24 24 24 27 22 26 24 23 21 24 26 22 23 25 21 27 23 24 19 23 28 24

Fairly important 46 48 49 52 46 54 47 46 50 55 46 47 52 52 43 50 50 52 41 49 48 45 52

TOTAL IMPORTANT 78 72 73 76 73 76 73 70 73 76 70 73 74 75 68 71 77 75 65 68 71 73 76

Not very important 15 16 17 12 12 15 15 15 16 8 16 17 17 16 16 10 15 15 19 18 16 15 15

Not important at all 4 5 5 5 7 4 6 7 4 4 4 8 6 4 7 9 3 3 7 7 6 2 4

TOTAL NOT IMPORTANT 19 21 22 17 19 19 21 22 20 12 20 25 23 20 23 19 18 18 26 25 22 17 19

Don't know 3 7 6 7 8 5 6 7 7 12 10 2 4 6 9 10 5 7 8 7 7 11 4

How important, if at all, do you think pubs are 

in securing the future of local high streets?

Very important 14 14 15 10 13 17 14 14 15 13 16 13 12 16 13 15 15 15 8 14 18 9

Fairly important 41 41 45 44 46 40 40 41 42 40 38 45 42 39 40 44 43 32 48 40 39 46

TOTAL IMPORTANT 55 55 60 54 59 57 54 55 57 53 54 58 54 55 53 59 58 47 56 54 57 55

Not very important 25 27 23 25 26 24 26 24 19 24 30 25 28 21 24 24 24 29 23 25 25 27

Not important at all 8 7 7 7 5 8 8 7 10 7 8 9 6 10 5 7 6 11 9 8 4 7

TOTAL NOT IMPORTANT 33 34 30 32 31 32 34 31 29 31 38 34 34 31 29 31 30 40 32 33 29 34

Don't know 12 10 11 14 10 11 11 13 14 17 7 9 11 14 17 10 12 13 12 12 13 12

How important, if at all, do you think pubs are 

to you personally in your social life?

Very important 10 9 12 13 9 11 13 8 14 11 9 8 10 10 14 9 10 11 8 10 12 6

Fairly important 26 24 29 25 30 23 25 26 38 26 24 20 28 22 27 24 29 24 25 26 28 23

TOTAL IMPORTANT 36 33 41 38 39 34 38 34 52 37 33 28 38 32 41 33 39 35 33 36 40 29

Not very important 31 35 30 33 31 32 29 33 22 29 34 36 32 29 26 36 30 29 30 31 25 39

Not important at all 30 31 27 26 27 31 29 30 22 28 31 35 27 33 27 30 27 32 33 30 29 31

TOTAL NOT IMPORTANT 61 66 57 59 58 63 58 63 44 57 65 71 59 62 53 66 57 61 63 61 54 70

Don't know 4 2 3 3 2 3 4 3 4 6 2 1 2 5 6 1 4 4 4 4 6 2
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Which two or three, if any, of the following do 

you think best describe why pubs are 

important to you personally in your social 

life? (Please tick up to three options)

[Shown only to those who said that pubs are 

important to them personally in their social life; n 

= 631]

It’s a place to socialise with friends 82 81 82 88 83 78 83 80 91 78 81 82 81 83 84 83 82 79 76 81 89 80

It’s a place to socialise with family 38 47 34 32 36 41 35 42 31 36 45 42 36 41 29 41 42 38 29 38 46 25

It’s a place to socialise with colleagues 27 23 32 28 31 24 28 26 33 27 23 25 30 22 39 29 24 17 32 28 26 16

There are different social events (e.g. pub 

quizzes, live sports screened)
26 19 28 33 28 24 26 26 31 26 30 18 27 26 32 28 22 27 21 26 25 32

I enjoy drinking 22 18 22 25 19 23 28 16 24 25 21 17 23 21 23 17 23 26 30 22 24 23

There is a good food selection 20 29 16 16 17 22 19 20 16 16 21 30 22 16 18 21 25 19 4 19 24 25

Venue for birthdays, leaving do’s etc. 17 15 18 19 17 18 12 23 11 20 16 17 16 18 12 21 13 18 21 17 16 19

There is a good drinks selection 14 13 17 18 13 18 17 11 10 15 11 17 14 13 13 14 16 15 9 14 19 9

It is relatively cheap 13 14 12 7 13 10 10 17 23 12 5 15 16 8 13 9 13 17 15 13 5 27

Opportunity to play darts, pool etc. 8 8 8 6 6 10 10 5 9 6 7 9 6 10 0 9 10 6 13 7 6 11

Other 2 2 2 2 3 2 2 3 2 3 3 2 1 4 1 3 2 1 8 2 2 4

Don’t know 1 0 2 2 1 1 1 2 0 2 1 1 1 2 2 0 2 1 2 1 0 0

Do you generally go to pubs more or less 

often now compared to 5 years ago, or has 

there been no difference?

More often now 12 8 15 12 13 7 13 11 52 9 5 4 15 7 14 12 10 12 11 12 8 11

Less often now 36 35 39 40 40 36 36 37 14 42 38 35 33 40 32 34 37 39 42 38 33 29

No difference – I go to the pub the same amount 23 30 20 26 23 27 25 22 13 21 29 28 25 21 23 27 24 21 15 22 29 30

No difference – I still don’t go to the pub at all 25 26 22 22 21 28 24 27 17 22 28 33 23 28 26 25 26 24 27 25 27 29

Don’t know 3 1 4 1 2 2 3 3 4 5 1 1 2 4 6 2 3 3 4 3 3 1

Do you think drinking in pubs has generally 

become more or less affordable now for you 

and your family/ friends compared to 5 years 

ago, or has there been no difference?

More affordable 3 3 4 2 4 2 3 3 9 3 2 2 4 2 4 2 5 3 1 3 1 2

Less affordable 53 55 51 54 53 55 54 52 33 56 55 53 49 57 48 54 52 53 54 52 59 54

No difference – it was not affordable back then 

and still isn’t
13 13 13 11 13 15 14 13 6 13 16 15 13 13 15 14 13 11 17 13 19 12

No difference – it was affordable then and still is 15 17 16 17 15 15 17 14 17 13 17 17 18 12 15 15 13 19 14 16 11 17

Don’t know 16 13 17 16 15 13 13 18 35 15 11 13 15 17 18 14 18 14 15 16 10 15
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Do you think that pub closures are generally 

good or bad for…?

Local communities

Very good 4 3 3 4 3 4 5 3 8 4 2 4 4 4 6 3 4 4 5 4 2 5

Fairly good 6 4 7 6 7 4 5 7 10 8 4 3 8 4 6 3 9 7 8 7 3 4

TOTAL GOOD 10 7 10 10 10 8 10 10 18 12 6 7 12 8 12 6 13 11 13 11 5 9

Neither good nor bad 16 16 16 14 15 17 17 16 10 18 16 16 16 17 14 16 17 16 23 16 20 14

Fairly bad 37 39 38 36 41 36 34 40 36 34 36 45 39 35 40 40 36 36 28 37 34 39

Very bad 31 33 30 33 29 34 33 28 27 27 38 31 29 33 25 33 31 31 28 30 35 34

TOTAL BAD 68 72 68 69 70 70 67 68 63 61 74 76 68 68 65 73 67 67 56 67 69 73

Don’t know 6 4 5 7 6 4 6 6 9 8 4 2 5 7 10 5 3 7 8 6 6 3

Britain’s high streets

Very good 3 2 3 2 2 3 3 3 4 4 2 2 3 3 3 2 4 3 4 3 3 2

Fairly good 8 7 8 4 7 7 7 8 15 8 5 6 8 7 8 5 7 11 9 8 5 6

TOTAL GOOD 11 9 11 6 9 10 10 11 19 12 7 8 11 10 11 7 11 14 13 11 8 8

Neither good nor bad 27 29 25 29 26 28 28 27 21 26 29 31 29 26 30 27 27 26 29 27 30 29

Fairly bad 36 38 39 37 39 36 33 39 30 35 38 39 35 37 30 40 36 35 34 35 36 45

Very bad 19 20 20 18 18 21 22 15 18 17 21 18 18 20 19 20 20 17 17 19 19 12

TOTAL BAD 55 58 59 55 57 57 55 54 48 52 59 57 53 57 49 60 56 52 51 54 55 57

Don’t know 7 5 6 12 7 5 7 7 13 9 5 3 7 7 11 6 5 9 8 7 6 6

Thinking about the government and action 

related to pub closures... Which one of the 

following most closely matches your view?

The government should be doing more to help 

support pubs and prevent them closing
47 43 52 44 48 48 52 43 44 50 50 41 45 51 40 47 50 48 48 48 49 40

The government is doing all it reasonably can to 

help support pubs and prevent them closing
18 26 13 11 15 21 19 17 19 16 17 21 20 15 16 21 16 18 15 17 17 23

Don't know 35 32 34 45 37 30 29 40 37 33 33 38 35 35 44 32 34 34 37 35 33 36
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9-10 

Nov 

2017

2-3 

Oct 

2018

Thinking about things the Chancellor could 

do to help support pubs, which of the 

following would you like to see? Please tick 

all that apply.

Reducing business rates for pubs 43 48 54 48 49 46 54 52 44 35 44 54 55 47 49 45 50 50 47 45 47 54 51

Freezing or reducing beer duty to keep down the 

cost of beer in pubs
46 44 45 43 52 43 47 54 34 37 43 51 40 41 47 36 48 43 42 43 44 50 39

Reducing VAT on pub food 38 39 39 41 45 40 41 43 36 27 38 48 38 39 39 38 43 37 37 40 39 43 37

Repeal the smoking ban for pubs 9 8 9 7 4 5 12 11 6 6 8 12 7 6 12 7 8 9 7 14 9 4 6

Something else 5 5 2 7 4 5 5 6 4 2 7 5 2 5 5 9 3 5 7 3 6 4 2

Not applicable - I don't think the government 

should be doing anything to support pubs
21 14 15 14 13 13 15 13 15 16 12 14 19 16 12 17 14 15 13 16 14 10 19

Don't know 9 15 12 14 14 15 11 11 19 28 19 8 9 14 17 14 11 16 19 16 16 15 11

Now, thinking about the wider British brewing 

industry and the contribution it makes to the 

British economy... Do you think the 

government should or should not use the 

budget to support the British brewing 

industry?

The government should be trying to support the 

British brewing industry in the budget
55 52 55 51 51 52 56 58 45 37 49 61 54 50 53 44 52 52 52 58 51 58 47

The government should not offer any support for 

the British brewing industry in the budget
24 20 22 20 18 19 21 19 22 23 18 21 23 23 18 21 21 17 22 22 20 19 26

Don't know 22 28 23 28 31 29 23 23 33 39 34 18 22 27 29 35 27 31 26 20 29 23 27

Which of the following do you think should be 

included in the Autumn 2018 Budget? 

Beer Duty…

Cut beer duty 37 36 37 40 31 43 47 27 26 37 43 36 33 42 28 38 39 38 40 38 39 31

Increase beer duty 6 4 7 4 5 5 6 6 8 6 6 6 6 6 6 5 7 6 11 6 4 10

Keep beer duty the same 34 43 33 33 38 35 29 39 26 28 39 44 39 28 40 35 32 34 28 33 39 39

Don't know 23 16 23 23 25 16 18 27 40 29 11 15 22 24 26 22 22 23 21 23 19 20
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Tax on pubs (i.e. business rates, beer duty 

and VAT)…

Reduce the taxes paid by pubs 46 49 45 49 42 53 53 40 32 44 51 52 44 49 43 48 48 47 42 46 56 39

Increase the taxes paid by pubs 4 2 4 1 2 3 4 3 7 4 2 2 3 4 4 2 5 4 5 4 0 6

Keep the taxes paid by pubs the same 27 32 26 27 30 26 25 29 24 23 32 29 30 22 28 28 24 25 32 26 24 34

Don’t know 23 17 25 23 26 18 18 28 36 28 14 17 23 24 25 22 23 25 21 24 20 21

Beer duty in the UK is currently three times 

higher than the EU average. Before taking 

this survey, were you aware of this?

Yes, I was aware of this 16 18 14 20 14 17 21 12 11 15 18 20 15 18 8 19 17 15 24 16 24 16

No, I wasn’t aware of this 84 82 86 80 86 83 79 88 89 85 82 80 85 82 92 81 83 85 76 84 76 84

And do you think that this is generally fair or 

unfair?

Very fair 2 2 3 1 2 2 3 2 6 2 2 2 2 3 3 2 4 3 2 2 1 4

Somewhat fair 4 4 5 3 4 3 4 3 5 4 3 3 4 3 3 4 4 2 3 3 3 5

TOTAL FAIR 6 6 8 4 6 5 7 5 11 6 5 5 6 6 6 6 8 5 5 5 4 9

Neither fair nor unfair 13 13 11 21 14 12 12 13 10 13 14 13 15 10 17 12 12 11 16 13 11 13

Somewhat unfair 35 37 36 28 38 33 29 39 42 34 31 36 38 30 33 39 35 31 31 33 36 42

Very unfair 37 38 36 39 31 44 43 31 26 36 44 38 33 43 29 36 36 43 40 38 41 31

TOTAL UNFAIR 72 75 72 67 69 77 72 70 68 70 75 74 71 73 62 75 71 74 71 71 77 73

Don’t know 10 7 10 7 11 6 8 11 12 12 6 8 8 11 14 7 9 11 8 10 8 6

Beer duty in the UK is currently 10 times 

higher than in Germany. Before taking this 

survey, were you aware of this?

Yes, I was aware of this 7 7 6 5 5 6 9 4 8 6 6 7 6 8 3 7 8 7 9 7 7 6

No, I wasn’t aware of this 93 93 94 95 95 94 91 96 92 94 94 93 94 92 97 93 92 93 91 93 93 94

And do you think that this is generally fair or 

unfair?

Very fair 2 2 2 1 2 1 3 2 6 1 2 2 2 3 2 1 3 3 1 2 1 3

Somewhat fair 2 1 3 2 3 1 2 2 4 2 1 1 2 1 3 2 2 1 2 2 0 4

TOTAL FAIR 4 3 5 3 5 2 5 4 10 3 3 3 4 4 5 3 5 4 3 4 1 7

Neither fair nor unfair 11 13 10 14 12 12 11 11 5 11 12 13 13 9 15 12 9 9 13 11 12 14

Somewhat unfair 22 24 24 17 26 20 17 27 25 21 22 23 25 18 20 26 21 20 17 21 26 24

Very unfair 54 55 53 57 48 60 59 48 45 54 57 54 50 58 45 53 55 56 58 54 54 49

TOTAL UNFAIR 76 79 77 74 74 80 76 75 70 75 79 77 75 76 65 79 76 76 75 75 80 73

Don’t know 9 6 9 9 10 6 8 10 15 11 5 7 8 11 14 6 10 11 8 10 7 6
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