CO-OP
lllicit Tobacco
Sample: 6th - 17th August 2026

Total sample size was 1090 adults. Fieldwork was
undertaken between 6th - 17th August 2026. The
survey was carried out online. The figures have
been weighted and are representative of all
smokers in the UK (aged 18+).

YouGov

Q1. For the following questions, please remember your
answers are always treated anonymously. lllicit cigarettes
or loose tobacco can be bought in the UK. They can be
either counterfeit (fake copies of well-known brands) or
legitimately manufactured well known brands smuggled
into the UK. Cheap Whites (cigarettes produced abroad

illicit cigarettes or tobacco products in the UK. Do you
know where you could buy them?

Unweighted base
Base: All

Yes, I do

No, I do not

Prefer not to say

Q2. Have you ever purchased tobacco or cigarettes that
you suspected or have known to be stolen, illegally
imported or counterfeit?

Unweighted base
Base: All

Yes, | knew the products were illicit
Yes, | suspected the products were ilicit
No, I have not

Prefer not to say.

Net: Yes.

Total
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36%
63%
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19%

63%
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36%
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40%
59%

2%
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21%

24%

54%

2%

44%

Gender

Women

561
32%

67%

1%

561
13%

14%

1%

2%

27%

18-24

80
121
51%
F.GH*
45%

4%
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121
26%
G.H*
21%

52%
1%

47%
F.G.H*

25-34

186

173
43%
F.GH
55%
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24%
FH
57%

3%

40%

Age

229
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49%
F.GH
50%
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24%
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2%

49%
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4554

206
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31%
68%
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1%
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15%

65%

2%

34%

55-64

206
161
24%

76%
CD.E
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161
12%

18%
68%
CDE

2%

30%

65+

183
252
23%

76%
CDE
1%
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252
9%

12%
7%
CDEF.G

1%

21%

North East

44
44
28%

70%
K*
2%

44
44
16%

31%
M.S*
53%

47%
L.N*

North West

126
120
38%
60%

2%

126

120

19%

19%

59%

3%

38%

Yorkshire &
the Humber

East Midlands West Midlands

95
98
39%

61%

95
98
19%

1%
65%
5%

o.pP*
30%

Region

East of
England

94
99
21%

78%
J.KM.O.QR.S"
2%

94
9%
7%

20%
2%
1.Q*

1%

26%

London

134
143
37%
62%

1%

134
143
15%
23%

62%

38%

South East

130
132
32%

68%

130
132
13%

25%
M.Ss
62%

0%

38%

South West

113
25%
N.P*
16%
57%

2%

42%

Wales

Scotland

109
92
38%
N
61%
K
1%

109
92
19%
N
14%

66%
2%

33%

Northern
Ireland



Q3. In which, if any, of the following places have you

tobacco or ci that you or
have known to be stolen, illegally imported or counterfeit?
Please select all that apply

Unweighted base
Base: All who have purchased illicit cigarettes or tobacco
Pubs

Barber shops

Vape shop

Nail shops

Independent corner shops

Independent supermarkets.

At someone's house:

From someone's car or van

At a local market

Online through social media

Online directly from a retailer's website

Takeaway

Other

Don't know/can't recall

Prefer not to say

Q4. Before today, were you aware that counterfeit
cigarettes are unregulated and may contain unknown or
unsafe ingredients such as asbestos, human waste and
dead insects?

Unweighted base.
Base: All
Yes, | was.
No, | was not
Don't know
Q5. Do you think it is acceptable or unacceptable to
purchase illicit cigarettes or tobacco products?
Unweighted base.
Base: All
Always acceptable
Somewhat acceptable
Somewhat unacceptable
Always unacceptable
Don't know

Net: Acceptable

Net: Unacceptable
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Q6. You mentioned you think it is to
purchase illicit cigarettes or tobacco products. Why do you
think that is the case? Please select all that apply.
Unweighted base
Base: All who think it's unacceptable to purchase illegal
cigarettes or tobacco products
It supports criminal activity

The products may be contain unsafe and unknown substances
(e.a. asbestos. human waste and dead insects)

The supply chain uses forced or child labour

Itis illegal to do so

It allows children under 18 to buy cigarettes.

Other

Don't know

Q7. You mentioned you have bought what you knew or

of the following describes why this is the case? Please
select all that apply.
Unweighted base
Base: All who think it's acceptable to purchase illegal
cigarettes or tobacco products
They are cheaper
1 do not want to pay duty tax to the UK government
I can't afford to purchase real cigarettes.
I can't afford to buy the brands | like from legitimate shops
1 prefer the flavour of the products | buy
They are a brand you cannot purchase in the UK
1 want to buy in bulk

I want to buy branded cigarette packets.

I'am not going on holiday to purchase the cigarettes | want for a
while

Other
Don't know
| didn't realise they were illicit until after | bought them

Q8. Which, if any, of the following would be the MOST
likely to make you stop buying illicit cigarettes or tobacco
products?

Unweighted base.
Base: All who have bought illicit cigarettes or tobacco
products.

Knowing that they have been linked to organised crime:

Knowing they could contain unregulated, or harmful unknown
inaredients such as asbestos, human waste and dead insects

Knowing they damage the livelihood of legitimate local shops

Knowing they reduce tax revenue that could be invested in public
services

If the cost of illicit cigarettes increased to be comparable to
normal ciaarettes

Don't know

Not applicable ~ nothing would make me stop buying illicit
tobacco products
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D.EF*

6%

6%

92%
33%
68%
QR*
44%

2%

45
66%

16%
36%
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LNP.Q* -
4% -
2% -
36 12
30 11
71% 67%
22% 0%
8% %
25% 5%
3% -
9% 20%
6% 10%
3% -
2% 10%
- 10%
7% -
17% %
36 12
30 11
6% -
42% 49%
3% -
4% -
31% 32%
4% %
10% 14%



Q10. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the
following statement: "Buying illegal cigarettes is a
victimless crime”
Unweighted base
Base: All
Strongly agree
Tend to agree
Neither agree nor disagree
Tend to disagree
Strongly disagree:
Don't know
Net: Agree

Net: Disagree.

Q9. When someone buys illicit tobacco or cigarettes which,
if any, of the following groups do you think are negatively
affected?

Unweighted base
Base: All

The government / HMRC
Legitimate retailers

Local communities,

Young people / vulnerable people
The person buying them

Don't know

Not applicable I do not think anyone is negatively affected
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To what extent would you support or oppose the following
actions against people or businesses selling illegal or
counterfeit tobacco and cigarettes?

Q11_1. Alicencing scheme for vapes and tobacco
Unweighted base
Base: All
Strongly support
Somewhat support
Somewhat oppose
Strongly oppose
Don't know

Net: Support

Net: Oppose

Q11_2. Increased raids on suspected people/businesses

Unweighted base
Base: All
Strongly support
Somewhat support
Somewhat oppose
Strongly oppose
Don't know
Net: Support
Net: Oppose
Q11_3. Larger fines for those who are caught

Unweighted base
Base: All
Strongly support
Somewhat support
Somewhat oppose
Strongly oppose
Don't know
Net: Support
Net: Oppose

Q11_4. Prison sentences for those who are caught
Unweighted base
Base: All
Strongly support
Somewhat support
Somewhat oppose
Strongly oppose
Don't know

Net: Support

Net: Oppose
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