
YouGov-Cambridge/Finbarr Livesay Survey Results

Sample Size: 2065

Fieldwork: 7th - 8th June 2011

Total Con Lab
Lib 

Dem
Con Lab Lid Dem Male Female 18-24 25-39 40-59 60+ ABC1 C2DE London

Rest of 

South

Midlands / 

Wales
North Scotland

Weighted Sample 2065 634 687 152 667 542 438 1004 1061 250 527 706 582 1177 888 264 671 442 508 180

Unweighted Sample 2065 603 629 159 647 509 468 999 1066 104 559 827 575 1317 748 306 651 440 487 181

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

An MP should attempt to consult with their 

constituents in advance of key votes

Strongly disagree|Strongly agree

Strongly Disagree - 1 2 2 1 1 2 1 2 3 1 0 2 2 3 2 2 3 2 1 2 3

2 3 3 3 3 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 4 4 2 3 3 3 3 4

3 13 13 13 17 12 14 14 13 13 19 16 12 9 14 12 14 14 12 12 13

4 28 29 28 34 29 26 29 28 28 38 30 26 23 31 24 32 31 23 24 33

Strongly Agree - 5 49 50 51 43 51 51 48 51 47 30 39 54 59 45 53 41 46 53 55 45

Don't know 5 3 4 2 3 5 4 2 8 10 10 3 2 4 7 7 4 7 4 3

MPs should make their own decisions as they 

have access to more information and analysis 

than the average voter

Strongly disagree|Strongly agree

Strongly Disagree - 1 19 18 19 10 21 19 16 23 16 12 13 23 23 17 22 11 18 23 19 26

2 22 24 23 23 22 24 25 21 24 27 20 22 23 23 21 23 24 22 22 19

3 32 31 32 37 31 32 32 31 33 30 35 32 29 33 30 34 32 29 34 28

4 15 17 15 21 17 15 17 17 13 20 15 13 15 17 13 19 15 14 12 19

Strongly Agree - 5 6 6 7 6 6 6 6 7 6 4 7 6 6 6 6 5 6 6 8 4

Don't know 6 4 4 3 4 4 4 2 9 7 10 4 3 4 8 9 5 6 5 4

My MP should represent the majority view in 

his or her constituency whether or not they 

personally agree with that view

Strongly disagree|Strongly agree

Strongly Disagree - 1 3 2 3 2 2 2 3 4 1 0 4 2 2 3 3 3 2 3 2 3

2 8 9 7 10 8 8 7 10 5 20 6 6 5 10 4 9 9 7 6 5

3 19 17 18 20 17 18 20 17 20 18 23 19 14 19 18 23 18 18 19 16

4 29 31 30 29 30 29 31 28 29 33 29 27 28 31 25 30 31 25 25 36

Strongly Agree - 5 38 39 38 36 40 39 35 38 37 24 28 43 47 33 44 26 36 41 43 38

Don't know 5 2 4 4 3 4 4 3 7 3 9 4 3 4 7 8 4 6 5 2

2010 VoteVoting intention Gender Age Social Grade Region
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Politicians should take positions and lead 

rather than trying to follow the majority opinion 

of voters in their constituency

Strongly disagree|Strongly agree

Strongly Disagree - 1 16 15 16 14 17 15 16 19 13 10 11 18 21 14 19 12 16 17 18 16

2 23 25 22 24 24 19 26 22 23 27 19 24 22 25 20 21 24 21 22 25

3 31 32 30 33 31 33 31 30 31 35 34 30 27 32 29 34 30 33 30 26

4 15 16 17 18 15 17 15 17 13 14 16 13 17 16 13 17 16 13 13 20

Strongly Agree - 5 9 8 10 8 8 12 7 9 9 7 8 10 10 8 10 9 8 8 11 10

Don't know 6 4 5 2 5 4 5 3 10 6 11 5 4 5 9 7 6 8 6 4

Please rank how strongly each of the following 

influence how you vote, from 1 = not at all to 5 

= a lot

The candidate themselves and the positions 

that they take

1 Not at all 6 4 8 3 5 8 4 7 5 3 6 6 7 5 7 5 6 6 5 11

2 8 10 7 8 9 7 9 10 6 11 9 8 7 10 6 11 8 5 10 7

3 26 25 30 30 27 27 26 29 23 31 26 27 22 27 24 28 23 29 24 29

4 29 30 29 29 30 29 32 29 28 27 28 29 29 30 27 31 29 26 29 31

5 A lot 23 27 19 26 25 22 24 19 27 20 15 23 31 22 24 20 23 24 24 19

Don't know 8 3 7 4 4 7 5 5 12 8 15 7 4 6 12 5 10 10 8 3

The leader of the party of the candidate you are 

voting for

1 Not at all 5 3 5 9 4 5 5 7 4 1 5 6 8 5 7 6 4 6 6 8

2 7 5 6 12 6 7 7 9 5 6 6 8 6 8 5 6 7 5 8 6

3 22 18 25 24 19 25 25 23 21 21 20 26 20 24 20 27 22 21 22 21

4 33 34 35 37 34 32 40 33 33 44 36 29 31 35 31 32 32 34 31 41

5 A lot 25 37 23 16 34 24 18 24 26 20 20 25 32 24 26 23 26 24 26 22

Don't know 8 2 6 3 3 6 5 5 11 8 14 7 3 5 12 6 9 10 8 2

The manifestos of each of the parties

1 Not at all 3 2 2 1 3 2 1 4 2 1 3 3 4 2 4 2 3 3 2 3

2 4 3 4 6 4 3 4 5 3 5 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 4 4 3

3 17 14 17 25 14 19 20 16 18 21 17 17 16 17 17 19 16 17 15 24

4 34 39 32 38 37 29 39 35 32 30 37 34 32 37 30 35 37 30 31 32

5 A lot 35 39 38 27 40 39 30 35 35 35 25 37 41 35 35 34 31 37 39 35

Don't know 8 2 7 3 4 7 4 5 10 8 14 7 4 5 12 6 9 9 8 3
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Local issues and how the candidates have 

responded to them

1 Not at all 3 2 2 1 3 2 1 3 2 1 3 3 3 2 4 2 4 2 2 3

2 6 6 7 5 6 4 7 9 3 13 8 4 4 8 3 7 7 4 6 6

3 18 22 17 19 20 19 20 22 15 21 22 18 14 21 15 20 19 20 17 14

4 35 37 37 39 34 37 38 37 34 39 33 36 35 37 32 39 33 32 35 44

5 A lot 30 30 31 33 34 31 29 25 35 19 19 33 41 27 34 26 29 33 31 30

Don't know 8 2 6 3 3 7 4 5 10 8 14 7 3 5 12 7 9 9 7 2

National issues i.e. those which impact the 

country as a whole

1 Not at all 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 3 1 2 2 2 2 1 3 2 2 2 2 2

2 2 1 1 4 2 1 2 2 2 4 2 2 1 2 1 1 2 2 2 2

3 15 13 13 15 14 15 15 15 14 19 19 15 8 16 12 16 14 15 13 17

4 35 35 36 45 31 37 45 36 35 32 36 38 31 37 32 37 36 31 34 39

5 A lot 39 47 40 32 49 39 32 39 39 35 27 37 54 39 39 38 37 42 41 36

Don't know 8 2 7 3 4 7 4 5 10 8 14 7 4 5 12 6 8 9 8 4

Past affiliation to a party (i.e. party membership 

or volunteer work for a party)

1 Not at all 22 23 18 29 22 18 27 23 22 16 23 21 25 25 19 20 22 21 22 30

2 15 20 13 16 17 14 18 18 13 18 16 15 14 16 14 12 17 15 17 10

3 26 25 28 23 26 32 24 26 27 22 25 29 27 26 27 31 26 28 22 30

4 15 15 20 14 16 16 14 16 14 22 11 16 15 16 15 20 16 11 14 19

5 A lot 9 10 13 10 9 11 9 9 9 7 8 9 12 9 9 9 7 11 12 7

Don't know 12 7 9 8 9 9 8 8 15 16 16 10 8 8 17 9 13 14 13 4

How the media reports key election issues

1 Not at all 18 18 20 25 19 20 19 21 16 13 14 19 24 18 18 16 17 18 18 23

2 21 24 20 25 22 21 23 23 19 17 17 25 21 23 18 22 22 18 23 20

3 33 32 35 32 34 33 34 33 32 31 36 30 33 34 31 36 32 33 30 37

4 14 16 14 10 15 15 12 15 14 27 14 13 11 15 13 16 14 14 13 16

5 A lot 5 5 5 4 6 4 5 3 7 4 4 5 6 4 7 3 4 6 7 2

Don't know 9 4 7 4 5 7 6 5 13 9 15 8 5 6 13 7 10 12 9 2

How the media reports the election itself and 

the likely outcome at the national level

1 Not at all 23 23 25 33 23 25 26 27 19 15 17 24 30 24 22 23 22 21 24 29

2 21 25 19 26 24 20 22 21 22 16 20 25 21 23 19 22 23 19 21 19

3 29 31 30 26 30 30 31 31 28 35 33 26 29 31 27 32 28 31 27 33

4 13 12 15 9 13 15 12 13 13 22 12 12 11 13 13 14 14 12 12 14

5 A lot 4 5 5 2 5 4 3 3 6 4 3 5 5 3 6 2 3 6 7 2

Don't know 9 4 7 4 5 7 6 6 12 8 15 9 5 6 13 7 10 11 9 2
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Please indicate how often you would access or 

use the following means of either staying in 

touch with or contacting your MP assuming 

that they exist, from never (1) to weekly (5).

My MP's blog

Never 68 71 68 63 70 70 67 65 70 56 64 71 71 67 68 69 67 65 69 71

Once or twice a year 9 9 11 15 8 10 12 10 8 14 9 8 9 12 6 9 11 9 7 9

Four or five time during the year 7 6 8 9 6 7 9 8 6 10 6 7 7 6 7 6 6 6 8 8

Each month 6 6 5 6 6 5 5 6 5 4 6 6 6 6 5 5 6 6 4 7

Each week 2 3 1 3 3 2 2 2 2 5 2 2 2 2 2 4 1 3 2 0

Don't know 9 6 7 5 7 6 5 8 9 11 14 7 6 6 12 7 9 10 10 4

An electronic mailing list

Never 57 60 58 52 57 59 56 56 57 51 58 56 59 56 57 58 55 57 58 59

Once or twice a year 13 12 15 21 14 14 15 13 14 14 11 16 12 15 11 11 14 11 15 16

Four or five time during the year 8 8 10 7 8 9 11 9 8 7 7 10 8 9 8 9 9 9 8 7

Each month 8 9 8 12 9 8 9 10 6 7 8 8 8 9 7 10 7 10 6 10

Each week 4 5 3 2 4 4 2 4 3 8 2 4 3 4 3 6 4 3 3 3

Don't know 10 7 7 6 8 7 7 8 12 12 13 7 9 7 14 7 11 11 10 5

Writing an email to my MP

Never 44 47 46 41 45 47 41 42 46 42 52 44 37 44 45 46 43 42 46 47

Once or twice a year 30 32 30 39 32 31 38 31 30 31 21 33 36 33 27 30 32 32 27 30

Four or five time during the year 9 8 10 8 8 8 10 11 8 8 7 10 12 11 8 8 11 7 9 14

Each month 4 4 4 4 5 4 2 5 3 2 4 4 4 3 4 5 3 4 3 3

Each week 2 2 2 1 2 2 1 1 2 3 0 1 3 1 2 3 1 1 2 0

Don't know 11 7 8 8 8 9 8 10 12 13 16 9 8 9 14 8 11 13 12 6

Attending clinics with my MP

Never 67 71 65 73 70 66 72 66 68 67 68 67 66 69 63 68 68 64 65 70

Once or twice a year 16 16 18 15 15 18 17 17 15 13 11 18 18 17 14 15 15 17 16 16

Four or five time during the year 4 2 6 2 3 6 3 5 3 3 4 4 3 4 4 4 3 3 3 8

Each month 2 3 3 2 4 2 1 3 2 4 2 2 3 2 3 2 2 3 2 2

Each week 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 2 1 0 1 0 1 2 0 0 1 0

Don't know 11 7 8 7 8 8 8 10 12 12 15 8 9 8 15 9 11 13 12 4

Through podcasts

Never 79 84 79 81 82 81 82 79 79 71 74 82 84 81 76 78 80 77 79 82

Once or twice a year 6 6 8 7 6 6 8 7 6 11 6 5 5 7 5 7 6 6 6 6

Four or five time during the year 3 2 4 1 2 3 2 3 2 0 3 4 2 2 3 3 2 2 2 6

Each month 2 2 2 4 3 2 3 2 2 4 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 4 2 0

Each week 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Don't know 9 5 7 5 7 7 4 8 10 12 14 6 7 6 13 10 8 10 10 6
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Videos posted to the internet e.g. on YouTube

Never 72 76 73 73 75 73 76 71 73 52 66 77 80 74 69 72 71 71 72 75

Once or twice a year 10 7 11 13 8 10 13 11 8 12 11 10 7 10 9 10 11 9 9 9

Four or five time during the year 6 7 5 4 7 6 5 5 6 12 5 5 5 5 6 4 6 5 7 7

Each month 3 3 3 3 3 4 3 4 2 8 3 3 1 4 2 3 3 4 3 3

Each week 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 3 0 1 1 1 2 3 1 1 1 1

Don't know 9 5 6 5 6 6 4 7 10 12 14 6 5 6 12 8 9 11 8 5

A Facebook page for my MP

Never 69 73 71 63 72 73 71 68 70 48 61 74 80 71 67 70 69 67 70 76

Once or twice a year 8 8 9 16 7 10 12 10 7 17 9 7 5 9 7 9 8 7 10 6

Four or five time during the year 5 4 5 5 5 3 4 6 4 5 6 5 4 5 5 5 6 5 4 5

Each month 5 6 5 5 6 4 4 5 5 6 6 5 4 5 5 4 5 6 4 6

Each week 4 3 4 7 2 4 6 3 4 12 3 3 2 4 4 5 3 5 4 4

Don't know 8 6 6 5 7 5 4 7 10 12 14 5 5 6 12 7 9 10 9 3

Twitter

Never 76 82 75 78 80 79 79 75 78 60 69 81 84 78 74 75 76 75 76 82

Once or twice a year 5 4 7 5 4 5 7 7 4 10 5 4 4 6 5 4 6 4 6 3

Four or five time during the year 3 3 4 2 4 3 3 4 3 4 3 3 3 3 3 4 3 4 2 3

Each month 3 1 4 3 1 4 3 3 3 5 5 3 1 3 3 4 3 2 3 5

Each week 3 4 4 5 4 3 3 3 3 9 3 2 2 4 3 4 3 4 3 2

Don't know 9 5 6 6 7 6 5 7 10 12 15 6 5 6 12 8 8 11 9 5

Please indicate how strongly you agree or 

disagree with the following statements (1 = 

strongly disagree, 5 = strongly agree)

It is the responsibility of my MP to provide as 

many ways as possible for information on 

Parliamentary votes and issues to be made 

available to voters

Strongly disagree|Strongly agree

Strongly Disagree - 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

2 3 4 2 3 4 2 4 5 2 5 6 2 2 4 2 4 4 3 3 3

3 18 20 18 14 18 18 17 19 17 25 20 18 13 20 15 19 18 16 21 11

4 34 35 34 40 35 33 35 33 35 35 36 33 32 36 31 39 34 34 28 42

Strongly Agree - 5 39 40 40 37 39 42 37 39 39 31 27 42 49 36 44 32 39 40 42 39

Don't know 5 2 4 6 2 4 6 2 8 4 10 4 3 3 8 5 6 5 5 4
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It is up to me to find out about the issues and 

to find ways to influence my MP's vote

Strongly disagree|Strongly agree

Strongly Disagree - 1 8 8 8 8 10 6 9 10 7 6 7 8 11 6 11 7 9 7 10 9

2 15 18 15 12 17 15 14 15 15 14 14 17 14 14 16 11 17 16 14 15

3 35 35 35 34 36 34 32 32 37 37 36 36 32 36 33 34 33 36 35 38

4 25 25 27 31 23 29 30 29 22 26 24 26 25 27 23 30 25 24 25 24

Strongly Agree - 5 11 13 10 12 12 12 10 11 11 12 10 10 13 12 9 13 10 12 11 12

Don't know 5 1 5 4 3 4 4 3 8 6 9 3 3 4 8 5 5 6 5 3

The recent referendum on the possible 

introduction of the Alternative Vote was only 

the second UK-wide referendum in the country. 

Please indicate which of the following you feel 

should be decided by referendum rather than 

by the Government of the day or Parliament.

Membership of the European Union

Should be decided by a referendum 69 82 64 63 81 66 62 74 64 69 55 71 78 69 69 61 69 70 71 71

Should not be decided by a referendum 17 12 21 27 12 19 23 19 15 14 19 16 16 20 12 22 18 13 14 20

Don't know 14 6 15 10 7 15 15 7 21 18 26 12 5 11 19 17 13 18 15 9

Reform of the House of Lords

Should be decided by a referendum 48 51 49 49 54 47 48 50 46 44 44 48 53 49 48 48 49 50 44 50

Should not be decided by a referendum 33 39 33 42 34 34 34 38 28 33 29 33 35 35 29 35 31 28 36 40

Don't know 19 10 18 9 12 19 18 12 26 23 26 18 11 16 23 17 20 22 20 10

Significant reform of public services (e.g. the 

National Health Service)

Should be decided by a referendum 47 36 58 42 41 57 47 46 49 42 46 49 48 45 51 44 45 51 49 50

Should not be decided by a referendum 38 57 29 48 50 29 39 46 29 39 30 38 43 43 30 42 41 31 37 38

Don't know 15 7 13 10 9 14 14 8 22 18 24 13 8 12 19 15 14 19 14 13

The signing of global agreements on climate 

change

Should be decided by a referendum 34 34 37 24 37 34 29 37 31 38 32 35 33 32 37 31 31 36 36 37

Should not be decided by a referendum 49 57 48 68 52 50 54 54 44 45 42 51 56 54 43 52 53 43 48 52

Don't know 17 9 15 8 11 16 17 8 25 18 26 15 11 14 21 16 16 21 16 11
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Declaration of war or significant military action

Should be decided by a referendum 31 25 36 27 27 34 30 29 32 33 31 29 31 28 33 32 26 31 32 38

Should not be decided by a referendum 52 66 48 60 61 49 55 61 44 46 44 56 59 58 45 53 57 50 49 50

Don't know 17 9 16 14 12 17 15 9 24 20 25 16 9 14 21 15 17 19 19 12

How important are these issues to you?

Membership of the European Union

Very important 36 46 30 33 45 30 33 42 31 41 26 34 46 37 34 39 39 35 33 33

Somewhat important 36 33 42 48 32 40 45 33 39 39 36 39 32 40 32 39 36 35 34 42

Not important 21 18 22 15 19 24 19 22 20 15 26 22 19 19 24 15 19 21 26 24

Don't know 7 3 5 4 3 6 4 3 10 6 12 5 3 4 10 7 6 10 7 1

Reform of the House of Lords

Very important 15 12 19 15 11 18 16 16 14 14 13 14 18 16 14 17 15 14 15 13

Somewhat important 33 33 34 37 33 37 33 33 33 30 33 33 33 34 30 35 34 30 33 34

Not important 44 51 39 44 51 38 45 47 42 44 39 47 46 44 45 41 43 45 45 52

Don't know 8 4 8 4 5 8 6 4 11 12 15 6 3 6 11 8 8 11 7 2

Significant reform of public services (e.g. the 

National Health Service)

Very important 57 52 66 54 52 69 61 53 62 47 50 61 65 57 58 63 57 55 58 55

Somewhat important 31 39 24 37 38 21 29 36 25 37 30 30 29 33 27 29 31 30 29 37

Not important 6 7 5 5 7 4 5 7 4 7 7 5 4 6 5 2 6 6 7 6

Don't know 6 2 5 4 3 5 5 4 8 8 12 4 2 4 9 6 6 8 6 2

The signing of global agreements on climate 

change

Very important 26 22 29 29 20 29 33 26 27 26 26 26 27 28 24 29 29 26 21 24

Somewhat important 43 42 44 54 44 43 44 40 45 38 39 44 45 44 41 46 39 40 43 54

Not important 24 33 21 14 32 22 19 30 19 28 22 25 25 24 25 19 26 23 29 22

Don't know 7 3 5 4 4 6 5 4 9 8 13 5 3 4 11 6 6 11 6 1
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Declaration of war or significant military action

Very important 51 51 51 55 52 51 52 51 51 39 36 53 68 51 51 57 51 50 49 52

Somewhat important 34 39 34 36 37 35 35 36 32 43 40 34 25 38 29 30 35 31 34 40

Not important 7 7 8 5 7 7 7 9 6 9 9 8 5 7 8 6 7 6 10 5

Don't know 8 3 7 4 3 7 6 4 10 10 15 5 3 4 12 7 7 12 7 3

Currently referenda are not legally binding. Do 

you agree or disagree that referenda should be 

made legally binding on the Parliament which 

brings the referendum to the country?

Strongly agree 35 39 34 33 39 31 34 42 27 24 25 35 48 32 38 33 34 34 36 35

Somewhat agree 33 39 32 37 38 32 33 32 35 33 37 33 29 37 28 35 34 29 32 38

Neither agree nor disagree 13 9 17 15 9 19 14 12 15 9 14 16 11 14 13 11 14 16 12 11

Somewhat disagree 5 5 5 7 4 4 6 5 5 8 4 4 5 5 4 6 6 5 2 7

Strongly disagree 2 3 2 3 2 2 3 3 1 5 1 2 3 2 2 4 1 2 3 4

Don't know 12 6 11 5 7 12 10 6 17 20 18 10 4 9 15 10 11 13 15 6
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