
YouGov Survey Results

Sample Size: 2190 GB Adults

Fieldwork: 21st - 22nd April 2014

Total Con Lab
Lib 

Dem
UKIP Con Lab

Lib 

Dem
Male Female 18-24 25-39 40-59 60+ ABC1 C2DE London

Rest of 

South

Midlands / 

Wales
North Scotland

Weighted Sample 2190 591 646 165 214 669 557 463 1062 1128 261 554 749 626 1248 942 280 712 469 539 190

Unweighted Sample 2190 531 664 141 242 628 564 466 1030 1160 238 434 854 664 1452 738 329 727 413 491 230

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

Using a scale of 0 to 10, where 10 means you think immigration 

into Britain is an entirely positive thing, and 0 means you think 

immigration into Britain is an entirely negative thing, how would 

you describe your views towards immigration?

0 – Immigration into Britain is an entirely negative thing 16 15 12 11 31 19 15 10 15 17 6 9 18 23 10 24 13 14 21 18 10

1 4 5 2 1 11 6 3 2 3 4 2 1 4 6 3 4 3 3 4 4 3

2 10 11 7 5 17 12 7 7 9 10 10 9 9 11 9 10 6 12 8 11 7

3 11 15 7 14 19 15 8 10 10 13 8 12 11 12 11 11 8 12 11 13 8

4 8 9 7 7 10 8 9 7 7 9 8 9 8 8 8 9 8 9 8 8 7

5 15 17 16 12 5 16 16 15 15 15 13 16 16 14 15 15 12 15 18 13 19

6 9 11 10 10 1 8 10 10 10 7 13 10 7 8 11 6 9 11 9 7 6

7 11 8 15 16 4 6 14 16 12 11 13 15 11 7 13 9 15 12 10 9 14

8 8 6 12 14 0 4 10 11 9 6 11 8 8 4 10 5 13 6 6 8 8

9 2 1 4 3 0 1 3 3 3 2 4 3 2 1 3 1 6 1 1 1 6

10 – Immigration into Britain is an entirely positive thing 4 2 5 6 2 2 3 6 5 3 4 4 3 3 4 3 6 3 3 3 6

Don’t know 3 1 2 1 1 2 2 3 2 4 7 5 1 2 3 4 4 2 2 4 7

Migration Sceptics 20 20 14 12 42 25 18 12 18 21 8 10 22 29 13 28 16 17 25 22 13

Sceptical Middle 53 63 47 48 52 59 50 49 51 54 52 56 51 53 54 51 43 59 54 52 47

Migration Liberals 25 17 36 39 6 13 30 36 29 22 32 30 24 15 30 18 40 22 20 21 34

Britain today is a more ethnically-diverse country than it was 

twenty years ago. How comfortable or uncomfortable do you feel 

about this?

Very comfortable 17 11 25 22 4 10 21 26 17 16 30 26 13 8 22 10 26 15 16 13 25

Fairly comfortable 32 33 35 49 13 28 34 37 33 31 28 37 36 24 35 28 33 35 29 28 36

TOTAL COMFORTABLE 49 44 60 71 17 38 55 63 50 47 58 63 49 32 57 38 59 50 45 41 61

Fairly uncomfortable 27 34 22 18 35 33 25 21 24 29 20 20 26 35 25 29 22 26 28 31 19

Very uncomfortable 19 20 15 7 44 25 17 12 21 18 11 9 20 30 14 26 15 19 22 20 13

TOTAL UNCOMFORTABLE 46 54 37 25 79 58 42 33 45 47 31 29 46 65 39 55 37 45 50 51 32

Don't know 6 2 3 5 4 4 3 5 5 6 10 8 5 3 4 7 4 4 5 9 8

Voting intention Social Grade Region2010 Vote Gender Age
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Using a scale of 0 to 10, where 10 means you think immigration 

into Britain is an entirely positive thing, and 0 means you think 

immigration into Britain is an entirely negative thing, how would 

you describe your views towards immigration?

0 – Immigration into Britain is an entirely negative thing 16

1 4

2 10

3 11

4 8

5 15

6 9

7 11

8 8

9 2

10 – Immigration into Britain is an entirely positive thing 4

Don’t know 3

Migration Sceptics 20

Sceptical Middle 53

Migration Liberals 25

Britain today is a more ethnically-diverse country than it was 

twenty years ago. How comfortable or uncomfortable do you feel 

about this?

Very comfortable 17

Fairly comfortable 32

TOTAL COMFORTABLE 49

Fairly uncomfortable 27

Very uncomfortable 19

TOTAL UNCOMFORTABLE 46

Don't know 6

0 – definitely will 

not vote
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 – definitely 

will vote

112 17 39 40 29 87 70 122 177 178 1320

90 16 34 33 26 71 60 108 157 181 1414

% % % % % % % % % % %

33 30 15 8 13 20 13 10 11 11 16

1 0 2 3 0 4 3 6 2 4 4

9 9 19 13 3 8 11 20 9 12 8

5 31 26 5 12 12 17 11 10 12 11

6 0 0 19 20 13 13 10 8 6 8

10 20 12 32 14 17 12 19 19 13 14

3 5 8 15 2 2 16 5 16 11 8

11 0 11 4 15 7 5 9 16 16 11

2 0 2 1 2 1 5 7 7 9 9

0 0 2 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 3

3 0 0 1 4 2 3 1 0 2 5

18 4 2 0 15 13 3 1 2 3 2

34 30 17 11 13 24 16 16 13 15 20

33 65 65 84 51 52 69 65 62 54 49

16 0 15 6 21 11 13 18 24 28 28

9 9 8 13 13 9 8 9 17 22 19

27 38 28 42 21 22 36 34 44 34 31

36 47 36 55 34 31 44 43 61 56 50

14 45 36 26 40 31 28 37 21 27 26

24 9 24 19 14 18 14 11 17 16 21

38 54 60 45 54 49 42 48 38 43 47

26 0 4 0 12 21 14 9 1 2 4

And, on a scale of 0 to 10 with 10 meaning definitely would vote and 0 meaning 

would not vote, how likely are you to vote at the next general election
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Using a scale of 0 to 10, where 10 means you think immigration 

into Britain is an entirely positive thing, and 0 means you think 

immigration into Britain is an entirely negative thing, how would 

you describe your views towards immigration?

0 – Immigration into Britain is an entirely negative thing 16

1 4

2 10

3 11

4 8

5 15

6 9

7 11

8 8

9 2

10 – Immigration into Britain is an entirely positive thing 4

Don’t know 3

Migration Sceptics 20

Sceptical Middle 53

Migration Liberals 25

Britain today is a more ethnically-diverse country than it was 

twenty years ago. How comfortable or uncomfortable do you feel 

about this?

Very comfortable 17

Fairly comfortable 32

TOTAL COMFORTABLE 49

Fairly uncomfortable 27

Very uncomfortable 19

TOTAL UNCOMFORTABLE 46

Don't know 6

White Non-White
Prefer not 

to say

Migration 

Sceptics

Sceptical 

Middle

Migration 

Liberals

2033 118 30 430 1153 537

2029 123 30 376 1129 626

% % % % % %

16 8 21 82 0 0

4 3 0 18 0 0

10 6 20 0 18 0

11 12 6 0 21 0

8 11 6 0 16 0

15 14 7 0 29 0

9 5 8 0 16 0

11 18 4 0 0 46

7 12 9 0 0 31

2 2 6 0 0 9

3 6 1 0 0 14

3 4 11 0 0 0

20 11 21 100 0 0

53 48 47 0 100 0

23 38 20 0 0 100

16 26 8 3 8 49

32 36 27 11 38 39

48 62 35 14 46 88

27 18 34 23 38 7

20 13 8 58 13 3

47 31 42 81 51 10

5 8 23 5 4 3

Immigration ViewpointEthinicity
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Weighted Sample 2190 591 646 165 214 669 557 463 1062 1128 261 554 749 626 1248 942 280 712 469 539 190

Unweighted Sample 2190 531 664 141 242 628 564 466 1030 1160 238 434 854 664 1452 738 329 727 413 491 230

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

Voting intention Social Grade Region2010 Vote Gender Age

The following are some questions about refugees who have 

come to live in Britain in the past. If you really don't know the 

answer to some of these questions please say so, rather that 

taking a guess

Which of the following do you think is the correct definition of a 

refugee?

Someone fleeing persecution in their home country 67 72 71 67 67 70 69 67 66 68 58 67 69 68 69 64 67 71 64 66 63

Someone moving to another country to look for a better job or 

standard of living
7 7 7 13 6 7 8 6 8 6 8 9 6 6 6 8 7 7 7 6 9

Someone who has lost their home in a natural disaster 11 11 9 10 14 12 10 13 12 9 9 9 10 14 11 11 10 9 15 9 9

All of these 9 7 9 7 6 7 9 9 8 10 8 9 11 7 9 9 10 7 8 11 11

Don't know 7 3 4 3 7 5 5 6 7 6 17 6 5 5 6 8 6 6 6 8 8

Thinking just about refugees fleeing war or persecution (not 

other forms of immigration) which of the following do you think 

has been Britain’s single biggest flow of refugees from one 

country?
Ugandan Asians in the 1970s 20 24 18 28 23 24 21 20 22 17 7 7 20 36 22 16 22 20 24 15 15

Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany in the 1930s and 40s 17 19 21 16 14 18 18 17 19 14 19 16 15 18 18 15 15 16 13 21 14

French Huguenots in the 17th century 7 7 7 15 8 8 7 9 8 6 8 6 8 6 9 4 9 7 7 5 8

Refugees from the former Yugoslavia in the 1990s 6 7 6 5 8 8 5 5 5 6 5 7 6 5 5 7 6 5 5 7 6

Refugees from Iraq in the 2000s 6 6 7 5 11 6 6 4 5 7 7 9 6 3 6 6 5 7 4 7 6

Belgian refugees in 1914 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0

Another group 4 4 4 2 5 4 4 5 6 3 3 5 6 3 4 5 4 4 4 4 6

Don't know 40 33 38 30 31 33 38 39 35 45 52 48 39 29 35 46 38 38 41 40 44

The actual definition of refugees in the UN convention on 

refugees is people who are fleeing persecution because of their 

race, religion, nationality or membership of a group and are 

afraid to return to their own country
For the following questions we’d like you to think only about 

refugees (that is, people coming to Britain to escape 

persecution), not any other type of immigration

Thinking about Britain's history of offering protection to 

refugees, do you think this is or is not something we should be 

proud of?

Is something that we should be proud of 68 74 74 84 55 68 72 78 71 65 68 66 66 73 74 60 71 70 67 63 70

Is not something that we should be proud of 15 13 12 6 27 17 14 10 15 15 8 15 15 16 12 18 13 15 16 15 12

Don't know 17 13 14 10 18 15 15 12 14 20 25 19 19 11 13 23 16 15 17 22 18
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The following are some questions about refugees who have 

come to live in Britain in the past. If you really don't know the 

answer to some of these questions please say so, rather that 

taking a guess

Which of the following do you think is the correct definition of a 

refugee?

Someone fleeing persecution in their home country 67

Someone moving to another country to look for a better job or 

standard of living
7

Someone who has lost their home in a natural disaster 11

All of these 9

Don't know 7

Thinking just about refugees fleeing war or persecution (not 

other forms of immigration) which of the following do you think 

has been Britain’s single biggest flow of refugees from one 

country?
Ugandan Asians in the 1970s 20

Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany in the 1930s and 40s 17

French Huguenots in the 17th century 7

Refugees from the former Yugoslavia in the 1990s 6

Refugees from Iraq in the 2000s 6

Belgian refugees in 1914 0

Another group 4

Don't know 40

The actual definition of refugees in the UN convention on 

refugees is people who are fleeing persecution because of their 

race, religion, nationality or membership of a group and are 

afraid to return to their own country
For the following questions we’d like you to think only about 

refugees (that is, people coming to Britain to escape 

persecution), not any other type of immigration

Thinking about Britain's history of offering protection to 

refugees, do you think this is or is not something we should be 

proud of?

Is something that we should be proud of 68

Is not something that we should be proud of 15

Don't know 17

0 – definitely will 

not vote
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 – definitely 

will vote

112 17 39 40 29 87 70 122 177 178 1320

90 16 34 33 26 71 60 108 157 181 1414

% % % % % % % % % % %

And, on a scale of 0 to 10 with 10 meaning definitely would vote and 0 meaning 

would not vote, how likely are you to vote at the next general election

55 40 42 40 66 58 59 52 71 70 71

4 20 12 23 10 13 10 12 8 6 5

8 32 21 10 10 4 7 19 6 15 10

9 8 10 24 0 8 8 11 11 7 9

25 0 14 4 15 17 16 6 4 2 5

11 11 28 22 20 15 6 15 18 17 22

5 13 15 11 15 11 16 13 22 17 18

2 0 4 11 3 1 2 8 3 5 9

6 8 2 3 2 5 7 4 6 10 6

6 17 0 1 1 9 5 6 5 8 6

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1

6 10 3 11 14 4 7 3 5 3 4

63 41 47 41 45 55 57 50 42 40 34

39 38 61 55 58 36 52 53 74 73 74

15 38 16 29 18 22 23 19 12 14 13

46 24 23 16 23 42 25 28 14 13 13
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The following are some questions about refugees who have 

come to live in Britain in the past. If you really don't know the 

answer to some of these questions please say so, rather that 

taking a guess

Which of the following do you think is the correct definition of a 

refugee?

Someone fleeing persecution in their home country 67

Someone moving to another country to look for a better job or 

standard of living
7

Someone who has lost their home in a natural disaster 11

All of these 9

Don't know 7

Thinking just about refugees fleeing war or persecution (not 

other forms of immigration) which of the following do you think 

has been Britain’s single biggest flow of refugees from one 

country?
Ugandan Asians in the 1970s 20

Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany in the 1930s and 40s 17

French Huguenots in the 17th century 7

Refugees from the former Yugoslavia in the 1990s 6

Refugees from Iraq in the 2000s 6

Belgian refugees in 1914 0

Another group 4

Don't know 40

The actual definition of refugees in the UN convention on 

refugees is people who are fleeing persecution because of their 

race, religion, nationality or membership of a group and are 

afraid to return to their own country
For the following questions we’d like you to think only about 

refugees (that is, people coming to Britain to escape 

persecution), not any other type of immigration

Thinking about Britain's history of offering protection to 

refugees, do you think this is or is not something we should be 

proud of?

Is something that we should be proud of 68

Is not something that we should be proud of 15

Don't know 17

White Non-White
Prefer not 

to say

Migration 

Sceptics

Sceptical 

Middle

Migration 

Liberals

2033 118 30 430 1153 537

2029 123 30 376 1129 626

% % % % % %

Immigration ViewpointEthinicity

68 52 73 60 68 75

6 21 0
10 7 4

11 8 6 14 11 7

9 10 0 9 9 10

6 9 22 7 4 4

20 20 13 20 21 20

17 13 6 12 18 20

7 3 10 4 5 14

6 5 1 8 6 4

6 6 1 9 7 2

0 2 0 0 0 1

5 5 0 7 5 3

39 47 67 41 39 36

69 60 49 34 74 88

15 15 19 36 12 6

17 25 31 30 15 6
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Total Con Lab
Lib 

Dem
UKIP Con Lab

Lib 

Dem
Male Female 18-24 25-39 40-59 60+ ABC1 C2DE London

Rest of 

South

Midlands / 

Wales
North Scotland

Weighted Sample 2190 591 646 165 214 669 557 463 1062 1128 261 554 749 626 1248 942 280 712 469 539 190

Unweighted Sample 2190 531 664 141 242 628 564 466 1030 1160 238 434 854 664 1452 738 329 727 413 491 230

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

Voting intention Social Grade Region2010 Vote Gender Age

Do you think Britain should continue to accept refugees, or 

would you prefer Britain to stop accepting refugees?

Britain should continue to accept refugees under the UN Refugee 

Convention
54 54 61 71 34 50 59 68 58 49 54 56 52 53 63 42 59 56 50 49 59

Britain should pull out of the UN Refugee Convention and stop 

accepting refugees
32 37 27 15 54 39 29 21 30 34 24 29 35 36 26 41 27 32 35 37 24

Don't know 14 9 11 14 12 11 12 11 12 16 22 15 13 11 11 17 15 12 15 14 17

Thinking specifically about children coming to Britain as 

refugees, do you think Britain should continue to accept child 

refugees, or would you prefer Britain to stop accepting child 

refugees?
Britain should continue to accept child refugees 59 59 69 72 39 54 66 70 61 56 61 63 58 55 66 49 63 60 59 52 69

Britain should stop accepting child refugees 26 29 21 14 47 32 22 17 27 26 18 23 27 31 21 32 21 26 27 32 16

Don't know 15 13 10 14 14 14 12 13 12 18 20 14 14 14 12 19 16 14 14 16 15

Thinking specifically about the current situation in Syria: nearly 

three million people, including children and families, have fled 

the war in Syria. Many are currently living in refugee camps in 

surrounding countries. Britain recently agreed to accept some of 

them here under a resettlement scheme.

Do you support or oppose the government’s decision to accept 

these Syrian refugees?

Support 48 48 54 68 23 42 52 61 50 45 51 54 46 42 55 37 57 48 45 42 56

Oppose 35 40 28 17 67 44 30 24 35 35 26 27 38 43 28 44 27 35 39 40 25

Don’t know 17 12 18 15 10 14 18 16 14 20 23 19 16 15 17 18 16 17 16 18 19

The ‘Kindertransport’ happened during the twentieth century. 

What did it transport? If you don’t know, please tick don’t know 

rather than guessing

Jewish children escaping the Nazis in WW2 35 36 37 50 33 39 35 44 33 36 28 26 37 42 40 28 37 38 29 34 38

Jewish children TO Nazi concentration camps in WW2 4 4 5 4 4 4 6 3 4 3 2 2 3 6 3 4 5 3 3 4 4

People from the Caribbean coming to work in Britain in the 1950s 

and 60s
1 2 1 0 1 2 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 2 0 2

Dissidents from East to West Germany during the communist era 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 2 0

Refugees being resettled after the break-up of empires after World 

War One
1 0 2 2 0 0 2 0 0 1 2 2 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 0

Chocolate eggs to children at Easter during WW2 rationing 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 3 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0

Don’t know 58 57 55 43 63 55 55 52 60 57 64 67 57 49 53 66 54 57 63 59 56

*Any percentages calculated on bases fewer than 50 

respondents do not represent a wide enough cross-

section of the target population to be considered 

statistically reliable. These figures will be italicised.
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Total
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%

Do you think Britain should continue to accept refugees, or 

would you prefer Britain to stop accepting refugees?

Britain should continue to accept refugees under the UN Refugee 

Convention
54

Britain should pull out of the UN Refugee Convention and stop 

accepting refugees
32

Don't know 14

Thinking specifically about children coming to Britain as 

refugees, do you think Britain should continue to accept child 

refugees, or would you prefer Britain to stop accepting child 

refugees?
Britain should continue to accept child refugees 59

Britain should stop accepting child refugees 26

Don't know 15

Thinking specifically about the current situation in Syria: nearly 

three million people, including children and families, have fled 

the war in Syria. Many are currently living in refugee camps in 

surrounding countries. Britain recently agreed to accept some of 

them here under a resettlement scheme.

Do you support or oppose the government’s decision to accept 

these Syrian refugees?

Support 48

Oppose 35

Don’t know 17

The ‘Kindertransport’ happened during the twentieth century. 

What did it transport? If you don’t know, please tick don’t know 

rather than guessing

Jewish children escaping the Nazis in WW2 35

Jewish children TO Nazi concentration camps in WW2 4

People from the Caribbean coming to work in Britain in the 1950s 

and 60s
1

Dissidents from East to West Germany during the communist era 1

Refugees being resettled after the break-up of empires after World 

War One
1

Chocolate eggs to children at Easter during WW2 rationing 1

Don’t know 58

*Any percentages calculated on bases fewer than 50 

respondents do not represent a wide enough cross-

section of the target population to be considered 

statistically reliable. These figures will be italicised.

0 – definitely will 

not vote
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 – definitely 

will vote

112 17 39 40 29 87 70 122 177 178 1320

90 16 34 33 26 71 60 108 157 181 1414

% % % % % % % % % % %

And, on a scale of 0 to 10 with 10 meaning definitely would vote and 0 meaning 

would not vote, how likely are you to vote at the next general election

26 17 34 44 41 28 43 43 59 58 59

34 60 52 43 37 44 33 37 32 34 30

40 23 14 13 22 27 24 20 10 8 11

31 24 49 50 46 37 53 52 69 69 62

30 53 36 38 29 31 18 34 19 20 26

40 23 15 12 25 32 28 14 12 11 12

27 24 32 41 45 23 44 38 50 57 51

36 53 51 44 34 45 29 37 32 34 34

37 23 17 15 21 32 28 25 18 9 14

15 9 26 26 10 21 26 25 28 33 41

3 0 0 4 19 0 3 1 2 3 4

0 3 0 0 0 2 4 0 1 0 1

2 13 7 0 0 0 1 2 1 0 0

0 0 15 3 2 2 3 0 1 0 0

0 0 0 0 7 0 4 5 0 1 0

81 76 51 66 62 75 60 66 68 62 52

8 © 2014 YouGov plc. All Rights Reserved yougov.co.uk



Sample Size: 2190 GB Adults

Fieldwork: 21st - 22nd April 2014

Total

Weighted Sample 2190
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Do you think Britain should continue to accept refugees, or 

would you prefer Britain to stop accepting refugees?

Britain should continue to accept refugees under the UN Refugee 

Convention
54

Britain should pull out of the UN Refugee Convention and stop 

accepting refugees
32

Don't know 14

Thinking specifically about children coming to Britain as 

refugees, do you think Britain should continue to accept child 

refugees, or would you prefer Britain to stop accepting child 

refugees?
Britain should continue to accept child refugees 59

Britain should stop accepting child refugees 26

Don't know 15

Thinking specifically about the current situation in Syria: nearly 

three million people, including children and families, have fled 

the war in Syria. Many are currently living in refugee camps in 

surrounding countries. Britain recently agreed to accept some of 

them here under a resettlement scheme.

Do you support or oppose the government’s decision to accept 

these Syrian refugees?

Support 48

Oppose 35

Don’t know 17

The ‘Kindertransport’ happened during the twentieth century. 

What did it transport? If you don’t know, please tick don’t know 

rather than guessing

Jewish children escaping the Nazis in WW2 35

Jewish children TO Nazi concentration camps in WW2 4

People from the Caribbean coming to work in Britain in the 1950s 

and 60s
1

Dissidents from East to West Germany during the communist era 1

Refugees being resettled after the break-up of empires after World 

War One
1

Chocolate eggs to children at Easter during WW2 rationing 1

Don’t know 58

*Any percentages calculated on bases fewer than 50 

respondents do not represent a wide enough cross-

section of the target population to be considered 

statistically reliable. These figures will be italicised.

White Non-White
Prefer not 

to say

Migration 

Sceptics

Sceptical 

Middle

Migration 

Liberals

2033 118 30 430 1153 537

2029 123 30 376 1129 626

% % % % % %

Immigration ViewpointEthinicity

54 43 41
15 54 88

32 35 29
74 31 6

13 21 30 11 15 6

59 57 40 23 59 91

26 24 24 62 24 5

15 19 36 16 17 5

48 48 34 12 46 84

35 29 38 77 35 6

17 23 28 11 20 10

36 22 27 26 33 49

3 5 1 3 4 4

1 2 1
2 1 1

1 0 0 1 1 1

1 6 2
0 1 1

1 3 0 0 1 1

58 63 70 68 60 43
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