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CAST YOUR VOTE

STATE OF THE NATION
THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE

Did you know it is just 19 months
until the next General Election?

The following data reveals
how the British electorate

would cast their vote.
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THE STORY SO FAR...
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The Results: Coalition Government formed from Conservatives
and Liberal Democrats with a current majority of 76

CONSERVATIVES

37%
306 SEATS

                                  LABOUR

30%
258 SEATS

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

24%
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OTHER

10%10%
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CURRENT VOTING TREND SEPTEMBER 2013
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32%

If there were a general 
election tomorrow, which 
party would you vote for?
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Source:
YouGov average September 1-10 2013

WHAT THE DATA REVEALS

Labour’s 6% lead is enough to make Ed Miliband Prime Minister – but may not be enough 
for him to lead a majority Government. When we take all factors into account, including the 
incumbency “bonus” likely to be enjoyed by Conservative MPs newly elected in 2010, 
Labour and the Conservatives both need around a 7%
lead in order to secure an overall majority in 2015.

May 2010

%

Sept 201320122011

25

50

24

1010
8

13

3

39
3230

38

Spending Cuts
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The campaign trail since the last election 

Difference
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THE NATIONS KEY VOTING ISSUES
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Spending Cuts Who do you
think is

to blame?

Economy
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Who do you think 
will handle the 
economy best?
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The recent recovery in house prices presents the parties with a dilemma. 
Should they tackle Britain’s housing shortage whole-heartedly by 
building more homes – which could reduce house prices – or act more 
gently so as not to offend home owners who like rising prices?

Health is always high on people’s list of concerns. Labour usually 
scores well as the party most trusted on the NHS; but David 
Cameron has sought to neutralise this with his stress on reform, 
patient-choice and value-for-money.

Welfare reform has become one of Britain’s most fraught political 
issues. Most people think that a high proportion of welfare spending 
goes to the wrong people, and too little to those who deserve 
greater help.

Immigration rivals the economy in voters’ minds as a national issue 
– but only 18% say it is one of the most important issues “facing 
you and your family”. Immigration is widely blamed for insecurity, low 
pay and the lack of social housing for people born in Britain.

The party battle over the economy is a contest between two 
narratives: “the tough decisions have been taken and now the 
economy is on the mend” versus “living standards have fallen since 
2010 and, for most people, show no signs of reviving”.

WHAT’S WINDING UP BRITAIN?

Europe matters hugely – but to only a small minority of voters. Just 
13% say it is one of the most important issues facing Britain; even 
fewer, 6%, say it is one of the top concerns for them and their family.

Pensions look set to become a big political issue for years to 
come. It is now the third biggest concern when people are asked 
what matters to them and their family, ahead of immigration, tax, 
welfare and Europe.

We asked which of the following do you think are the 
most important issues facing the country at this time?
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